BELLBRIDGE NEWS
Bellbridge Primary School
120 Bellbridge Drive, Hoppers Crossing, 3029
bellbridge.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

Telephone 9749 6161
www.bellbridgeps.vic.edu.au

STUDENT ABSENCES
Absences so far this year
Absences same time last year

-

5495
5405

DATES TO REMEMBER
August 21st – August 23rd
August 23rd
August 27th – September 7th
August 28th
August 28th
August 30th
August 30th
August 31st
September 2nd
September 4th
September 6th
September 6th
September 7th
September 13th
September 17th – September 21st
September 17th
September 19th
September 20th
September 21st

-

Responsible Pet Ownership Incursion
Wyndham Spelling Bee
Grade 1 & 2 Swimming
Melbourne Writers Festival
Grade 1 Father’s Day Afternoon
Father’s Day Stall
Zone Chess Tournament
Grade 3 excursion Melbourne Museum
FATHERS DAY
CDC Champions Day
Grade 5 & 6 Hooptime
Prep incursion Urban Upcycle
Love Your Locals excursion
Division Athletics
Grade 6 Camp Mt Morton
School Council
Bike Ed
Subway Lunch
Last Day Term 3

PREP ENROLMENTS for 2019
At the beginning of August we had to provide the Education Department with our predicted student enrolments
for 2019. At this time, we had 68 Prep students enrolled for next year which would indicate the need for four
Prep classes next year, one less than this year. (This year we have 109 Prep students in five classes). Our
accuracy in predicting Prep enrolments is critical due to the planning required for classroom space, staffing
and student/teacher ratios.
Parents of current students at Bellbridge who have a younger sibling who will be starting Prep in 2019
need to enrol now.
Please contact the office as soon as possible to collect an enrolment package.
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PRINCIPAL WRITES

ACTIVE TRAVEL
We are now in our fourth year of implementing the Active Travel program at Bellbridge and we are achieving
great outcomes even though approximately 40% of our families live more than one kilometre from our school.
This year the percentage rate of students actively travelling to school by walking, riding and scooting has
maintained a steady rate around 50% BUT we know we can do better.
In the past, our school has had the best active travel rate in the whole state and we were awarded the ‘Golden
Wheel’ twice.
Our official Active Travel day is WEDNESDAY and this is when we do our official count and tally.
Based on this tally, awards are presented at assembly each Friday to classes with the highest active travel
rate.
Some families are using the following strategies to actively travel to school every day:
• Meet a friend’s house a short distance from school and walk or ride to school together in a group with
an adult
• Children ride bikes and/or scooter to school with parents driving nearby and observing from a distance
• Children ride bikes and/or scooter to school in the morning and parents pick them up by car in the
afternoon
• Families have a shared meeting place along the Active Travel Paths and children walk or ride together
safely, e.g:
- Meet at corner of Bellbridge and Mokhtar
- Meet at the corner of Bellbridge and Birchwood
- Meet at the Milk Bar or Suburban Church on Bellbridge Drive
- Meet near the green path on Reserve Road and Cowderoy Drive
Let’s aim to increase our tally and make a big effort to walk, ride or scoot to school every Wednesday and as
often as possible. Maybe we can win the Golden Wheel again!

STUDENT ATTITUDES TO SCHOOL SURVEY
In May, students in Grades 4, 5 & 6 completed a state wide online survey seeking their opinions about our
school, teachers, teaching and their peers. The results are as follows:
% Student
Satisfaction
Level
Grade 4
Grade 5
Grade 6
OVERALL

Effective
Teaching

2017
95
93
79
89

2018
88
92
88
89

Resilience
as Learners

2017
85
84
62
77

2018
89
83
76
83*

Motivation and
Interest in
Learning

2017
88
89
64
80

2108
91
85
83
86*

Managing
Bullying

2017
82
74
66
74

2018
89
82
82
84*

Respect for
Diversity

2017
80
77
56
72

2018
87
81
82
83*

We are pleased with the level of satisfaction indicated in several areas by many students, especially the
increase overall (indicated by *) in resilience as learners, motivation and interest in learning, the management
of bullying, and respect for diversity. Our students are fortunate to have teams of dedicated teachers who are
committed to their academic development and social, emotional and physical wellbeing.

WYNDHAM SPELLING BEE
Students and staff in Grades 3 – 6 have completed a school based spelling bee competition which has
resulted in the selection of Nathan (4C) and Joey (6A) to represent Bellbridge PS at the Wyndham Schools
Spelling Bee at the Cultural Centre on Thursday, August 23rd.

FAMILY SCIENCE NIGHT
Many of our families enjoyed some wonderful, interactive experiences as part of our ‘Family Science Night’ last
week. Our STEM teacher, Sarah Murphy, planned a highly engaging set of activities which were implemented
by a hard working team of teachers.
This special event was part of our school commitment to Science Week.
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100 DAYS OF SCHOOL
Our Prep students and staff celebrated 100 days of school recently. It was wonderful to see all the effort made
by families to support students dressing as ‘very old people’ or depicting a representation of ‘100’.
Families were able to participate in a class parade followed by an impromptu dance session in the gym.

SCHOOL VISIT
Three teachers from Mickleham PS (near Craigieburn) visited our school to learn more about our
implementation of School Wide Positive Behaviour Support at Bellbridge. They were particularly interested in
our processes for managing behaviour incidents (minor/major), and how we record and monitor student
behaviours, e.g. class’ student behaviour data triangle, incident reports, referrals. During a tour of our
classrooms, they were very impressed with the calm and orderly environment, and the consistent presentation
of the learning environment.

PARENT OPINION SURVEY 2018
Information about the online Parent Opinion Survey was sent to all families via Compass and has been made
available to all families since Monday, July 23rd. The survey will close on Sunday, August 26th.
The survey is completed annually by the Department of Education and Training and is conducted using a
sample of parents at every school in Victoria. All responses to the survey are anonymous.
The survey helps our school gain an understanding of how you view our school climate, student engagement
and relationships. Our school will use the results to inform school planning and improvement strategies.
The survey is conducted online by ORIMA Research Pty Ltd and only takes 15 minutes to complete.
The survey is available in English, Arabic, Vietnamese, Mandarin, Chin (Hakha) and Hindi.
September.
For more information, see:
www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/management/improvement/Pages/performsurveyparent.aspx

SCHOOL COUNCIL REPORT
Our recent School Council held on Monday, August 20th included the following:
• A presentation was made to councillors by the School Captains which included a focus on eSmart
(SWPBS video will be shown to the whole school in week 9) and a new proposal for rubbish free
lunches.
• Presentation of the monthly financial report, including operating statements in relation to expenditure,
program budgets and school sponsorship from 361 Real Estate – all approved and motions accepted.
• Correspondence was presented and discussed.
• Discussion about the implementation of the new Cleaning Contract and the challenging transition
period being experienced by many schools.
• Presentation of the Principal’s Report re: Staffing, Student Learning & Engagement, School
Accountability and Community. It featured information about Grade 1 / 2 swimming program,
Wyndham Spelling Bee, recent school visit by Mickleham PS, workforce planning for 2019.
• Workforce Planning for 2019 was explained and the processes required, e.g. August Census
documentation, predicted Prep enrolments for next year, advertising staff vacancies, budgeting.
• Drafts of Policies were presented for feedback and input – Assessment, Child Safe, Discipline,
Communication of Behaviour Management, Physical Activity & Active Travel, Staff Health & Wellbeing,
Annual Reporting to the School Community, ICT, Interschool Sports, Parent Complaint & Grievances,
Anti Bullying, Mobile Phones (use by students), Safe Environments, Bikes, Scooters & Skateboards,
Student Leadership, Staff Registers.
(NB - Most policies are reviewed every three years as part of cyclic plan)
Next meeting: Monday, September 17th.
Debbie Clancy

Principal
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FATHER’S DAY STALL
.
A Father’s Day Stall will be available for classes to visit on

Thursday 30th August.
Gifts will be $5.00 each

,
And there will be a further opportunity made available to buy gifts for those children who did not have money
on the Friday, or who were absent, or would like additional gifts.

FATHER’S DAY RAFFLE
Father’s Day Raffle Tickets went home this week with the eldest child. All Raffle Tickets are $1 each.
Please remember to write your full name and phone number on ticket and return them to school by
Thursday 30th August.
Winner will be drawn at assembly on Friday 31st of August.
ATTENTION HOLIDAY PROGRAM AND BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE USERS
Did you know Child Care Benefit and Child Care Rebate schemes end on 1st July 2018?
Your information does not automatically rollover to the new Childcare Subsidy and you will not receive any subsidy if
your assessment is not completed.
Below is a step-by-step guide to ensure you're ready to go:
1. Set up a myGov account if you haven't already
o For information on how to create a myGov account, go
to https://www.humanservices.gov.au/individuals/online-help/create-mygov-account
2. Link your myGov account to Centrelink
o You'll need your CRN for this. Log into your myGov account and go to Services to link your accounts.
3. Complete the Child Care Subsidy assessment
o You will find this on your myGov Centrelink account homepage.
Learn more about the new subsidy and how to transition.
To estimate what your new Child Care Subsidy might be, go to the Payment and Services Finder.
Kindly provided by TeamKids.

LATE ARRIVAL/EARLY LEAVERS
Any child arriving to school after 8.30am is required to attend the office with a parent/guardian to obtain a late pass. If
your child is leaving school early, the parent/guardian is required to send a note with their child on the morning informing
the classroom teacher of the time they will be collected and who will be collecting them. The parent/guardian is required
to sign the child out at the office, where arrangements will be made for the child to come up to office.

ABSENCE FROM SCHOOL
If your child is absent from school for any reason, we require parents/guardians to notify the school office that they won’t
be attending. When your child returns to school, a note must be given to their teacher detailing the date and the reason
for the absence.
If your child has any long term absences from school, (e.g. holidays, extended illness etc.) a note is required to be given
to their teacher informing them of the absence prior to them commencing the absence.
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CHANGE OF PERSONAL DETAILS
It is of the utmost importance that all family contact details are kept up to date.
SMS, via Compass is regularly used to inform parents/guardians of an upcoming event that requires consent and
payment and will be used to inform families in emergency situations.
A Change of Details form can be obtained from the office. Please note that changes to email addresses and mobile
numbers can be updated on Compass.

ESSENTIAL EDUCATION ITEMS
Thank you to all parents/guardians who have paid their Essential Learning Items fee of $200.00 per student. This fee is
set by School Council and is used for activities and services that are essential to support student learning of the standard
curriculum.
This is a reminder that payments can be still made on Compass or at the office via cash or EFTPOS.

COMPASS
Please note that Compass is now our preferred payment option for fees and charges and is also being used for
Parent/Teacher Conference bookings, and Student Reports.
If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact the office.

R.E.A.L ROBOTICS

Congratulations to “Ctrl Alt Del”, Bellbridge’s very own robotics team, on successfully participating in
the 2018 R.E.A.L Robotics Hydrodynamics challenge. The team has put in an enormous effort this
year to learn new skills such as coding, 3D printing and more. They connected with experts in the
community, and formulated an innovative solution to address the issue of water wastage at our
school. Judging by the smiles on our students, coaches and volunteers faces the day was a
wonderful success! Ctrl Alt Del competed against 14 other local schools was awarded the Design
Award for their imaginative approach to their robot. They all deserve to be very proud of their efforts!
Ctrl Alt Del are now ready to use their skills to tackle a new challenge as part of the official First Lego
League competition in term 4. They will be investigating all things space as part of the ‘Into Orbit’
theme.

WANTED FOR THE ART ROOM

Please send any unwanted newspapers to the art room, supplies are very low. Also if you have any
old CD's or DVD's that you no longer need, please forward to the art room, we can repurpose them!
Thank you, Naomi Bennett Visual Art teacher
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SCIENCE WEEK CLELEBRATIONS: FAMILY SCIENCE NIGHT

It was wonderful to see so many families come together to explore the wonders of science at
Bellbridge’s recent Family Science Night. Participants were provided opportunities to experience a
variety of STEM (science, technology, engineering and mathematics) activities such as designing and
engineering a marble rollercoaster, coding, and chromatography. Door prizes were raffled and a
great time was had by all. Big thanks to all the staff who volunteered their time to provide this
experience for our community.

STUDENT OF THE WEEK AWARDS

Congratulations to the children named below for receiving Awards.
Aston Springveldt, Joel Tofete, Levi Wallis, Seth Phillips, Casey Egan, Aiden Fountis, Tianah Williams, Riley Morris,
Ryan Tandon, Dale Egan, Sebastian Atzis, Jaap Kaur, Brayden Rottura, Amne El-Haouli, Usman Farook, Evie Rissman,
Pavneet Kaur Bal, Zoe Mensch, Winston Mitchell, Hannah Balla, Wynta Partridge, Abdulazim Haddara, Divam Rathore,
Tristan Craib, Shimaak Mohamed Sinas, Archit Rajesh, Ronit Bangar, Ruhaab Mohamed Farhan, Nasser Nasser,
Hassan Sultan, Hasnain Hasnain, Jasmynn Vainerere, Janelle Castro, Slavko Mencevski, Rohan Dayal, Sharon Hugill,
Wyatt Perry-Trist, Adonay Hiluf, Xavier Ilkazi, Adonay Hiluf, Lut San Nanghee, Shireen Chandra, Elena Nguyen,
Blake Sammut, Callum Millar, Grade 2A, James Stanjo, Joshua Tofete, Ngun Zaathang, Logan White, Brianna Reynolds,
Oscar Matthews, Nate Slattery, Ballarose Oravec, Aiden Semmens, Ayesha Akhtar, Hollie Busuttil, Jessica Kumar,
Tristen Tierney, Saja Alshaddoud, Jorja Robberts, Cheyenne Lopez, Sienna Fountis, Simran Sidhu, Sukirat Kaur,
Jeevika Patel, Charlee Godden, Kaylah Deans-Smith, Jeeya Dayal, Bon Martin, Moussa Masri, Ella Taylor, Chloe Atzis,
Grade 3A, Mehrate Zewdu, Johanna Ku, Joshua Tierney, Savannah Brcic, Mia Sobing, Brodie Davis, Briolette David,
Alesia Megalogenis, April Duncan, Zaim Cekovic, Brodie Dixon, Mahalia Toner, Shantell Yip, Ryder Betham,
Meleseini Iese, Sunia Kafovalu, Lydia Godfrey, Mouna El Haouli, Sione Heitonga, Bailey Haywood, Jordan Mokalei,
Alannah Heath, Lianna Camacho, Ratu Rudiartana, Brendan Yambao, Charlotte Cave, Bailey Hutchinson,
Oliver Wibowo, Grade 5B, Maverick Kelly, Keiran Kennett, Amy Gorman, Damian Matthews, Kaleb Tierney, Zahli Brown,
Taylor Toner, William Scott, Lachlan Smith, Rain Zhang, Taurean Kavakura, Lucas Zahra, Ethan Brownrigg,
Nadja Probst, Adam Alobaidi, Nickolas Patcha Bell, Raya Voluntad, Journey Lewis, Teshawn Manivong, Atahua Brown,
Radha Barot, Liyana Balla, Radha Barot, Tahlia Strong, Moustafa Melhem, Parker Grunwald, Amber-Rose Anderson,
Ramy Zalzly.
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ESMART COMMITTEE

Computer viruses are dangerous. A computer virus is a piece of code
which is capable of copying itself and typically has a detrimental effect,
such as corrupting the system or destroying data. Computer viruses can
spread in one of three ways: from removable media; from downloads off
the Internet; and from e-mail attachments. If a device gets infected by a virus, any other devices that
are connected to the same network have a chance of receiving this virus too.
Here are some tips on how to prevent a virus from taking over.
Written by Joey, Ebony, Demi, Ksenia and Nadja.

Junior students: P-3
As junior students, it is important that you are very careful with the technology you use as you may
not fully understand how it works. NEVER be afraid to ask a teacher or adult about something you
see on the school laptops or your device at home.
If you are using your device at home, make sure you get parental permission when downloading
apps. If you are either at school or at home and using technology, and you see a notification that your
parents or another adult have not yet told you what to do about, tell a teacher or parent. Do not click
on notifications unless you’ve seen them before and know what to press.
Do not EVER click on advertisements, no matter how much you want to. They may be all innocent
and colourful, but once you click on them, if they turn out to be a virus or spam there is no going
back. If you don’t know how to use a specific software or app, or how it works, ask a teacher before
you do anything and possibly wreck the device. If you are unsure about ANYTHING that occurs on
your device, take it straight to an adult.
By Joey and Ebony

Senior: 3-6
As seniors, we expect that you should know how to be cyber safe with your netbook. Recently, some
Grade 6 students have been downloading things that shouldn’t be downloaded, and has included
events that are not OK at our school, or in general. We ask that if you see someone doing this,
please tell a teacher to prevent any more problems.
By Demi and Nadja

Parents:
We recommend backing up all your important files. Drill it into your children that they are not allowed
to click on email links from unknown senders or download apps without consulting an adult or
checking for recordings of viruses. The effects of a virus are very hard to reverse, and often
impossible.
By Ksenia
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COMMUNITY NEWS
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