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BELLBRIDGE NEWS 

 
 

Bellbridge Primary School      Telephone  9749 6161 

120 Bellbridge Drive, Hoppers Crossing, 3029 
                  

Email Address: bellbridge.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au Website Address:http://www.bellbridgeps.vic.edu.au 

 
 

STUDENT ABSENCES 
Absences so far this year   -  8223 
Absences same time last year   -   7220 
 
DATES TO REMEMBER 
23rd November    -  Prep – 6 Transition  
28th November   -  Gr 3 Parent Netbook Info Evening 
30th November   -  Grade 3/4 Hoop-time State Finals 
30th December   -  Prep – 6 Transition 
1st December    -  Bellbridge 30th Anniversary (80s Dress-up) 
7th December   -  Christmas Concert  
7th December   -  Prep – 6 Transition 
11th December   -  Prep Info Night 
12th December   -  State Wide Transition Day 
13th December   -  Gr 1 Excursion: Presidents Park 
15th December   -  Reports go home 
20th December   -  Gr 6 Big Day Out 
21st December   -  Gr 6 Graduation  
22nd December   -  Last day of Term 
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PRINCIPAL WRITES 

PREP EXCURSION to the MELBOURNE ZOO 

Congratulations to the staff, students and parents in the Prep Team for the outstanding success of the excursion to 

the Melbourne Zoo.  It was our Prep students’ first excursion and required a lot of preparation and planning to 

ensure it ran smoothly.  The day also provided a very meaningful learning experience for our students and 

supported some of the wonderful research work on animals that the students have been doing as part of their 

inquiry learning topic. 

We wish to thank the parents and volunteers for their tireless efforts assisting this special excursion. 

 

ESMART  

After receiving recognition as an eSmart school back in 2014, our school continues to ensure safe online practices 

are a focus each year. This year, our Health and Wellbeing committee has worked through an eSmart Membership 

Program, completing a number of steps to reflect on and review, where necessary, our ongoing practices. We have 

now successfully met all elements of the checklist. In 2018, our Grade 6 Student Leaders will also take on the role 

of an eSmart student committee, ensuring student voice is heard and used to shape our ongoing work in this area. 

 
BELLBRIDGE SUPPORTS WYNDHAM CLEAN-UP DAY 

Students in 4D supported the Wyndham City Council Clean-Up Day last Friday. They removed a significant amount 

of litter that had washed up after recent heavy rains along a portion of Skeleton Creek near our school.  We are very 

proud of their willingness to look after our local environment. 

(see a story on our Facebook page) 

 

 
 
 
WILL YOUR CHILD BE LEAVING BELLBRIDGE? 
We are planning our grades for next year and need to know if any students or families WILL NOT be attending 
Bellbridge PS in 2018.  If your child will be moving to another school, please write a letter to your child’s teacher or 
the school office, advising of the school or area in which your child will be enrolled next year. 
This information is very important as it helps us to make decisions regarding class sizes and student placements. 
 

REAL Robotics Challenge   

A team of ten students in Grade 5 / 6 competed in a regional robotics competition in Wyndham last week which 

involved a problem solving task that was based on critical and creative thinking as well as coding. As a result of an 

outstanding performance, were one of three schools invited to compete in the First Lego League National 

Championship at Macquarie University on December 2nd and 3rd, 2017.  We are thrilled and very excited!! 

Congratulations to our very talented students and our very proud STEM teacher, Sarah Murphy. 
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TRANSITION SESSIONS – PREPARING FOR 2018 
Our school wide transition program starts this week. The program ensures that all students – current and future – 
are able to experience a number of sessions where they can familiarise themselves with what is in store for 2018. 
Future prep students visit a number of times to engage in various school activities, while Grade 1-5 students 
undertake lessons with teachers from the year level above. During these sessions, our Grade 6 students will meet in 
the gym for group activities that focus on transitioning to secondary school.  
Our transition program times/dates are as follows: 

 8:30am-9:30am (1 hour) Thursday 16th November – Future prep students only. 

 8:30am-9:30am (1 hour) Thursday 23rd November – All current and future students. 

 8:30am-10:30am (2 hours) Thursday 30th November – All current and future students. 

 8:30am-10:30am (2 hours) Thursday 7th December – All current and future students. 

Orientation (state-wide): 

 9:00am-11:30am Tuesday 12th December – All current and future students.  

 
POSITIVE BEHAVIOURS RULE at our SCHOOL 

We have a strong culture of consistent expectations regarding positive behaviours at Bellbridge.  These 

expectations provide clear guidelines related to being safe, respectful, responsible learners in the classroom and in 

the yard.  Students can earn individual rewards in the form of bee tokens and whole classes can earn team awards 

in the form of beehive tokens.   

Our school’s approach to school wide positive behaviours has been used as a model in many schools across the 

state and even interstate.  This is a credit to our team of teachers who plan, create and implement our strategies.  

One of our strategies is the use of videos to teach appropriate behaviours – some of these are available for viewing 

on our web page, see SWPBS.  

 

BELLBRIDGE CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

Our annual Bellbridge Christmas Concert will be held on Thursday, December 7th at 6:00 – 7:30pm.  We are 

promoting our concert as a family picnic and encourage families to bring their own rugs and chairs as well as picnic 

food of their choice.   

School Council has also organised a Sausage Sizzle, drinks and a Raffle for those who are keen to participate.  

There may also be a ‘special guest’.   

Families are advised to enter the school grounds via the pedestrian gate on Bellbridge Drive (directly opposite 

Macedon Street) and make their way to the oval where areas will be designated for people sitting on their rugs 

and/or sitting on their fold up chairs. 

The concert starts at 6:00pm and will conclude around 7:30pm. 

We look forward to sharing this special event with lots of our students and their families. 
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PARENT INFORMATION SESSIONS 

Our teachers work hard to provide important information sessions for parents.  

1:1 Netbook Program in 2018: On Tuesday, November 28th (6:00 – 7:00pm) parents of current Grade 3 students 

are invited to a 1:1 Netbook Information Night.  This event is provided for parents to gain an understanding of our 

excellent 1:1 Netbook Program that is implemented from Grade 4 – 6.  Information shared will include the 

philosophy behind the successful 1:1 Netbook Program at Bellbridge, the importance of Cyber Safety and the e-

Smart Program.   

We are very proud of the skills and understandings our students develop as part of the Netbook Program.  It is held 

in very high esteem by local secondary school teachers who comment on the high level of competencies our 

students demonstrate in Year 7. 

 

Prep Information Night: On Monday, December 11th, parents of Preps in 2018 have been invited to an information 

session which will be held in the gym.  Parents will have the opportunity to visit a range of stalls that showcase 

examples of Reading, Writing, Maths, Homework, and Getting Ready for School, After School Care Program, 

School Canteen and the School Nurse program, as well as view a video that depicts a typical day for a Prep student 

at our school. 

 

We appreciate the time that our teachers and parents take out of their busy family time to attend these sessions.  It 

contributes to the success of our home school partnerships. 

 

CHANGE OF PERSONAL DETAILS 

 

It is of the utmost importance that all family contact details are kept up to date.  
SMS, via Compass is regularly used to inform parents/guardians of an upcoming event that 
requires consent and payment and will be used to inform families in emergency situations.  
A Change of Details form can be obtained from the office. Please note that changes to email 
addresses and mobile numbers can be updated on Compass.   

 

ABSENCE FROM SCHOOL 
 

If your child is absent from school for any reason, we require parents/guardians to notify the 
school office that they won’t be attending.  When your child returns to school, a note must be 
given to their teacher detailing the date and the reason for the absence.   
 

If your child has any long term absences from school, (eg. holidays, extended illness etc) a note 
is required to be given to their teacher informing them of the absence prior to them commencing 
the absence. 

 

LATE ARRIVAL/EARLY LEAVERS  
 

Any child arriving to school after 8.30am is required to attend the office, with a parent/guardian, 
to obtain a late pass.  If your child is leaving school early, the parent/guardian is required to send 
a note with their child on the morning informing the classroom teacher of the time they will be 

WALKTOBER: Winners are Grinners 
Last month our students and their families participated in 
‘Walktober’ where the focus is on walking to school every 
day, where possible.   
Each class kept a daily tally of how many children walked 
to school and awards for the highest percentage of 
walking were presented at assembly.  The winners (Prep 
D and 4A) were treated to a fruit kebab and a special visit 
from Super Bee.  
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collected and who will be collecting them.  The parent/guardian is required to sign the child out at 
the office, where arrangements will be made for the child to come up to office. 
 

ASTHMA PLANS 

 

We appreciate the Returned Asthma plans that we have received and remind all parents to 
please continue to send these back to school.  
We would also like to remind you that a Ventolin and spacer is required to be kept in the class 
room for you child that has Asthma. 
Thank you for your cooperation. 
Mrs Biles 
School Nurse  

 
 

 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
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BELLBRIDGE DISCO 

All students are invited to a Glow in the Dark Disco which will be held in the school Gym on 
Thursday 23rd November.  
 
Prep–2 - 6:00 – 7:00pm 
Grades 3 – 6 – 7:30 to 8:30pm 
Entry is $2. Students enter through the Gym door at the front of the school.  
 
We are seeking expressions of interest from parents who are able to volunteer as helpers at the School 
Disco. All helpers will need to have a current Working with Children’s Check. Please inform the office if 
you wish to assist.  
 
ALL students must be collected by a parent or designated parent or guardian at the end of the Disco.  
Please note: Parents need to come to the After School Care Door (near the main entrance) 
 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

 

Congratulations to the children named below for receiving Awards. 
 

Be a Learner 

Mason Bretherton, Amelia Finlayson, Amy Hamley, Emily Helle, Euan Sytema, Lincoln Brown, 
Aung Maw Sumlut, Zuhayra Mostafa, Jensen Surma, Josh Tofete, Kyah Williams,           
James Stanjo, Aiden Semmens, Janelle Ku, Brianna Reynolds, Manaia Mc Quillan, Max Xue, 
Ayman Sinas, Christina Yarshevich, Hayley Palmer, Ella Godfrey, Jayla Warhurst,  
Sebastian Zuniga – Donato, Elle Miller, Ashleigh Karan, Azib Javed, Leilah Grant,  
Nicky Askew Castleman, Altheo Buenaventura, Chloe Atzis, Jessica Tran, Declan Cumper, 
Joy Akhuar, Maurya Patel, Michael Galea, Niel Harianto, Bailey Haywood, Tha Dar Wah, 
Nickolas Stojanovski, Marsad Mifta, Ethan Harianto, Nikita Yarshevich, Juniah Tofete,  
Musa Mir Sahibzada, Chloe Macabenta, Harley Marmara, Bharveer Singh, Zahlie Brown, 
Anton Burrone, Mahmoud Melhem, Radvi Ahmed, Keiran Kennett, Ebony Turner,  
Aimee Bounden, Nickolas Patcha Bell, Hiwet Kidanemariam, Adam Conroy, Amne Taleb, 
Skye Wilson, Ethan Grunwald, Taylah Monro, Eh Tha Yu Soe, Jackson Sairat, 
Emmy Richardson. 

 

Be Responsible 

Aiden Shrestha, Elias Khalifa, Liana Sherriff, Ava McDonald, Jayden Jukes, Charlie Plowright, 
Charlotte Leicester, Khadija Khalaf, Teri Robertson, Alannah Heath, Dim Samte, Hafsah Ali, 
Grade 4D, Ryan Taouti, Ella Haywood, Nikolina Ceranic, Xavier Fenton, Naina Gangaiya, 
Lahni Smith. 

 

Be Safe 

Luca Cianci, Tangikina Finau. 
 

Be Respectful 

Natalia Zarafa, Moulok Khalifa, Hunter Kelly, Samantha Spies, Grace Walker. 
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Family Maths  
Maths is all around us every day and sharing this everyday maths with children strengthens their 

understanding and increases their chances of success at school. 

 

 
Super Bee can’t wait for the Bellbridge Disco next week. He knows that the disco 

organisers have asked everyone to bring the correct money.  

 

It costs $2 to enter but Super Bee only has a $5 note so he asked his mum to exchange it 

for some coins worth $5. 

 

Can his mum exchange it for 6 coins? 

 

What is the largest number of coins that his mum can give him? 

 

Can Super Bee exchange the $5 for 10 coins? If so, how? 
 
 

                                                                    

 

For a chance to win a voucher for 10 bee tokens, submit your answer by placing it in 

the ‘Maths at Home’ Competition Box located in the office. 

 

Good luck!! 

 
 

 

Last Month’s Solution: Super Bee’s dogs are aged 1, 5 & 9. 

Congratulations to Josh from 5D! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

                                     
 

 

 

  


