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BELLBRIDGE NEWS 
 

Telephone: 9749 6161  Address: 120 Bellbridge Drive, Hoppers Crossing, 3029 Email: bellbridge.ps@education.vic.gov.au 
Website: www.bellbridgeps.vic.edu.au 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/BellbridgePrimary3029  
 

 

 

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER   

Thursday 13th August     - Grade 5 excursion to Hoppers Crossing SC 
Thursday 13th August     - Grade 6 excursion to Youth Services & Hoppers Crossing SC 
Friday 14th August     - Curriculum Day (student free day) 
Monday 17th to Friday 21st August   - Buddies Week and Bullying No Way Week 
Monday 17th August     - School Council meeting 
Wednesday 19th August    - Senior Hoop Time (selected Grade 5 and 6 students) 
Friday 21st August     - Grade 4-6 Basketball Clinics 
Friday 21st August     - Grade P-2 assembly (2:00pm in Gym) 
Monday 24th to Friday 28th August   - Book Week 
Wednesday 26th August    - District Athletics (selected Grade 3-6 students) 
Thursday 27th August     - Book Week Dress Up Day 
Friday 28th August     - Grade 3-6 assembly (2:00pm in Gym) 
  

PLEASE NOTE:  COMPASS is the main form of communication between school and home . I t is 

important that all families are using this communication tool. If you are un able to login, or have 

forgotten your password, please contact the school and our office  staff  will be happy to assist . 
 

CURRICULUM DAY 
Please note that Friday 14th August will be a student-free Curriculum Day. Camp Australia will be providing 
care for any families that require this service. To book, please contact Camp Australia directly on 1300 105 
343 or via info@campaustralia.com.au. Bookings are essential.  
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2027 ENROLMENTS NOW OPEN 
Enrolments for students starting Prep/Foundation in 2027 are now open. Please refer to our website via 
https://www.bellbridgeps.vic.edu.au/enrolments.html for an enrolment form and more information regarding 
how to enrol at our school. School tours operate every Monday morning (bookings are essential so contact 
9749 6161 to book). For any queries regarding enrolments, contact us via 9749 6161 or email 
enrolment@bellbridgeps.vic.edu.au. 
 
 

SCHOOL POLICIES 
Bellbridge Primary School continually review and update our polices according to DET guidelines. All policies 
are available from our school website via: https://www.bellbridgeps.vic.edu.au/policies-and-forms.html. If you 
have any suggestions, comments or question about the policies or our practices, please contact the school via 
9749 6161 or bellbridge.ps@education.vic.gov.au. 
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WYNDHAM CITY COUNCIL LIBRARIES  
Refer to https://www.wyndham.vic.gov.au/services/libraries  for information about local Library services, 
including community events on offer in the coming months.  
 
 

BUDDIES WEEK 
This term's Buddies Week runs from Monday 17th August to Friday 21st August. On Monday 17th August, 
students are welcome to wear a touch of purple (e.g. jumper, hat, hair ribbon, socks).  
 

 
Supporting Healthy Learning Environments  
We continue to fol low Department of Education guidel ines to promote healthy indoor learning environments. By being mindful 
of strongly scented products, we can help create a comfortable and inclusive space for al l  students and staff .  
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PRINCIPALôS MESSAGE 

 

Welcome to Term 3, Week 5! 
 
Supporting Children with Healthy Routines  
Consistent routines help children feel safe, organised and ready to learn. When children know what to expect 
each morning and evening, there is often less rushing, fewer disagreements and a calmer start and end to the 
day. 
 
Sleep is an important part of this. Primary school-aged children generally need 9ï12 hours of sleep each night, 
and consistent bedtimes and wake-up times can support better quality sleep. Being well rested helps children 
with concentration, memory, emotional regulation and their ability to manage the demands of a busy school 
day. 
Families can support positive routines by: 
¶ Keeping bedtime and wake-up times as consistent as possible.  

¶ Creating a calming bedtime routine and reducing screen time before bed.  

¶ Keeping phones, tablets and other devices out of bedrooms overnight where possible.  

¶ Preparing uniforms, school bags, lunches and drink bottles the night before.  

¶ Allowing enough time in the morning for breakfast, getting dressed and travelling to school without 

feeling rushed.  

¶ Encouraging children to take increasing responsibility for their own morning routine as they get older.  

 
No family morning runs perfectly every day! The goal is not perfection but creating predictable habits that 
make it easier for children to arrive at school calm, organised and ready for their day. 
 
Being On Time Matters  
Regular attendance is important, but arriving at school on time matters too. In Term 2, 304 students recorded 
at least one late arrival. 
 
The beginning of the school day is an important time for students. Teachers establish routines, explain what 
will be happening throughout the day, provide instructions and begin learning. It is also a valuable time for 
children to greet their friends, connect with their teacher and feel part of their classroom community. When a 
child regularly arrives late, they can miss more than just a few minutes of learning. Late arrivals can impact: 

¶ Learning:  Missing the beginning of a lesson can mean missing explicit teaching, instructions or 

explanations. Students may then find it harder to understand what they are expected to do and may 

need additional support to catch up. 

¶ School connectedness:  Morning routines help children transition from home to school and develop a 

sense of belonging. Arriving after the class has settled can make this transition more difficult and may 

leave children feeling like they are joining in halfway through. 

¶ Peer relationships:  Before school and the beginning of the day provide natural opportunities for 

children to greet friends, chat and connect with classmates. Regularly missing these moments can 

make it harder for some children to build and maintain friendships. 

¶ Confidence and wellbeing:  Walking into a classroom after learning has begun can be uncomfortable 

for children. Some may feel embarrassed, anxious or unsure about what they have missed, particularly 

when lateness happens regularly. 

 

Even 10 minutes late each day adds up to 50 minutes of missed school every week. Over a term, that can 
mean more than a full school day of missed learning and connection. 
We understand that unexpected things happen and there will occasionally be mornings when families are 
running late. However, when lateness becomes a regular pattern, it can have a significant cumulative impact. 
By establishing consistent routines and making arriving at school on time a priority, families are helping 
children start each day feeling settled, connected and ready to learn. 
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End of Day Reminder  
A reminder that school finishes at 2:40pm, with staff supervision provided until 2:55pm. All students who are 
not attending Camp Australia must leave the school grounds by 2:55 pm so the multipurpose court can be 
safely handed over for their program. Please remind your child to leave promptly after dismissal. Thank you for 
helping us ensure a safe and smooth end to each school day. 
 
We look forward to working together with our families to support a safe, positive and successful Term 3 for all 
our students. 
 

Warm regards, 

Pene Toose  

Assistant Principal (Wellbeing) 

Bellbridge Primary School 
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GRADE 3  LEARNING  

 
Grade 3 students have had a wonderful fortnight of learning. In literacy, we have been enjoying reading 
'Fantastic Mr Fox' by Roald Dahl and it is pleasing to see student's engagement in writing their very own 
narratives.  
 
In numeracy, students have enjoyed learning about three-dimensional objects and were amazing at identifying 
their features (vertices, edges and faces). Grade 3's have also learnt about mapping and were successful in 
completing a map of the Bellbridge playground, using appropriate keys and birds eye views.  
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GRADE 4 LEARNING  

 
Grade 4 students recently took their learning outdoors, working together to build shelters using natural 
materials. This hands-on experience provided an opportunity to deepen their understanding of how First 
Nations Australians have used knowledge of country, natural resources and sustainable practices to meet their 
needs for shelter. Students also learned that before colonisation, First Nations people invented many tools, 
pieces of equipment and technology to use in everyday life, to help them build, hunt and collect food. 
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GRADE 5 LEARNING  

 

The Grade 5 students have been learning Australian history this term. In particular, the journey and arrival of 
the First Fleet with Captain James Cook. The early settlers and how they farmed and formed colonies. After 
news that gold had been discovered our gold rush began. We had our very own gold rush around the front of 
the school. Students ran in a panic to secure a piece of rare gold. Some students were quite rich by the end 
and others sadly did not find any.  
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GRADE 6  LEARNING  

 

This week, students explored their familyôs immigration story by writing about their cultural heritage and the 
country or countries from which they, or their ancestors, migrated before settling in Australia. They 
investigated the reasons for their family's migration and reflected on the unique experiences and journeys that 
brought them here. To celebrate the rich cultural diversity within our classroom, students also designed a "little 
person" dressed in traditional national attire, creating a vibrant display that showcases the multicultural 
heritage of our school community. 
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VISUAL ARTS  LEARNING  

 
Prep students  have just completed a drawing 
unit, which incorporated feelings, expressions 
and colours. They drew facial expressions to 
match emotions, as well as cutting and 
pasting their drawings into correct colour 
sections. Students are currently working on 
the Construction unit; creating a hand puppet 
from a recycled box!  
 
 
 

Grade 1 students  began the term acknowledging and celebrating 
NAIDOC week with various art activities. They then explored printmaking 
and produced & tested their own stamps using recycled materials. 
Students are currently working on a Winter landscape collage, taking 
inspiration from Van Goghôs Starry Night. 

 
 
 
 
Grade 2 students  also celebrated NAIDOC Week. They learnt about the Dutch artist, Piet Mondrian and took 
inspiration from his De Stijl artworks, ruling vertical & horizontal lines and using the primary colours in their 3D 
illusion drawing. Students are currently learning to create a woven basket using a paper plate & wool for their 
Threads & Textiles unit. 

 
This term, we have welcomed the Grade 5 & Grade 6 students back to the Art room 
for 2026. Grade 5 students  began with a meditative drawing exercise based on 
Neurographic art. We briefly learnt about colour value and many students attempted 
colour gradients in their artwork. Students will have the opportunity to develop these 
two new concepts in the following unit ï Indigenous studies, learning about 
connection to country/place. 
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Grade 6 students  learnt about the great film maker & animator, Tim Burton. They learnt about his signature 
characteristics to inspire them to draw their spooky self-portraits. Students included shading using smudging 
and learnt about colour value to show gradients of grey. For the following unit, Grade 6ôs are collating ideas 
and designing their long-awaited Legacy Tiles; one of their final lasting mementos before farewelling 
Bellbridge Primary School at the end of the year. 

 
 
 

TERM 3, WEEK 4 ATTENDANCE UPDATE 
 

Congratulations to Prep B, Prep C, 1B, 2C, 3A, 4C, 5C, and 6B for receiving class awards at assembly so far 
this term.  
 
Please refer to the table below for the percentage achieved by each class in Week 1-4, as well as the average 
percentage per year level. We are aiming for an average of 3 or less days absent per student each term. Well 
done to all the grades for being under our target! 
 
Please be sure to update any unexplained absences for your child in Compass at your soonest convenience. If 
you require any assistance, stop by the office and we can help. 
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PERFORMING ARTS LEARNING  

 
Prep students have been learning to follow a beat, playing on the Xylophone. They also have been learning 
simple songs such as óRow, row, row your boatô, while using a stretchy band to keep in time with the music.  
 
Grade 1  students have been learning the óDo Re Miô song to sing along as an introduction to music scale. 
They have played the scale and other simple songs like óHot Cross Bunsô on the Xylophone.  
 
Grade 2 students have been using the Boomwhackers so far this term and have played along with many 
songs, beginning with simple nursery rhymes to popular songs of today.  
 

 
 

   
 
 

Grade 3 ï Ukulele  
Grade 3 students have been developing their musical 
skills through learning the ukulele . So far, students have 
learnt the C, F and Am chords  and have been practising 
changing between chords smoothly and keeping a steady 
beat. They have learnt to play Brother John and have 
been working hard on Thunder by Imagine Dragons. It 
has been fantastic to see students building their 
confidence and becoming more independent musicians 
each week! If you have a ukulele at home, let your child 
bring it in and I can tune it for them and place chord 
stickers on it to allow them to practice at home. 
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Grade 4 ï Keyboard  
Grade 4 students have been exploring the keyboard , 
learning how the notes are organised and how to 
recognise patterns across the instrument. Students have 
learnt how to locate C and F  and have been developing 
their hand position and technique while completing 5-
note and 8 -note scales . They have also started reading 
and recognising simple music notation , putting their 
skills into practice while playing Hot Cross Buns. 
Students are developing their ability to read, play and 
perform music with increasing confidence. 
   
 
 
 
 
Grade 5 ï Classroom Bands  
Grade 5 students have been stepping into the world of band performance ! In Week 1, students completed a 
song survey and voted for the songs they wanted to learn and perform throughout the term. Since then, each 
class has been working together each week to learn their chosen songs. 
A favourite across all Grade 5 classes  has been Beat It by Michael Jackson! Students have the exciting 
opportunity to choose the instrument they would like to play, including boomwhackers, steel pan drums, 
steel tongue drums, resonator bars, keyboards, bass guitar, guitar and ukulele . Students can also 
choose to contribute as vocalists. 
Through this project, students are learning not only how to play an instrument, but also how to listen to 
others, keep a steady beat, follow musical cues, work as an ensemble and perform as part of a team . 
We are looking forward to seeing how their bands develop throughout the term! 
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