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BELLBRIDGE NEWS 
 

Telephone: 9749 6161  Address: 120 Bellbridge Drive, Hoppers Crossing, 3029 Email: bellbridge.ps@education.vic.gov.au 
Website: www.bellbridgeps.vic.edu.au 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/BellbridgePrimary3029  
 

 

 

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER   

Monday 24th to Friday 28th August   - Book Week 
Wednesday 26th August    - District Athletics (selected Grade 3-6 students) 
Thursday 27th August     - Book Week Dress Up Day 
Friday 28th August     - Grade 3-6 assembly (2:00pm in Gym) 
Tuesday 1st September    - Fatherôs Day Stall 
Wednesday 2nd to Friday 4th September  - Grade 6 Camp 
Friday 4th September     - Second Hand Uniform Shop (8:00-8:30am) 
Friday 4th September    - Prep-2 assembly (2:00pm in Gym) 
Wednesday 9th September   - Grade 6 Immigration Museum excursion 
Thursday 10th September   - R U OK? Day 
Thursday 10th September   - Division Athletics (selected Grade 3-6 students) 
Thursday 10th September   - Open Classrooms (2:00-2:30pm) 
Friday 11th September   - Grade 3-6 assembly (2:00pm in Gym) 
  

PLEASE NOTE:  COMPASS is the main form of communication between school and home . I t is 

important that all families are using this communication tool. If you are un able to login, or have 

forgotten your password, please contact the school and our office  staff  will be happy to assist . 
 

FATHERôS DAY STALL 
Our Fatherôs Day Stall is on Tuesday 1st September from approximately 8:40am-11:45am (spare classroom in 
Grade 4 area). Each class has a rostered time to go to the Father's Day Stall to purchase gifts. 
All gifts are $5.00 each and there is a limit of two gifts per student. 
The stall will also be open on Wednesday 2nd September (8:00am-8:30am) for any students that are unable to 
purchase their gift on Tuesday (or those wishing to purchase more than two gifts). 
Parents are encouraged to send money in a sealed envelope with their childôs name on it. 
 

 

OPEN CLASSROOMS 
Our classrooms will be open for families on Thursday 10th September from 2:00pm-2:30pm. Families are invited to 
join in as students complete a wellbeing activity to acknowledge R U OK? Day. If you'd like to visit your child in their 
classroom during this time, there's no need to sign in at the office, just head to their classroom.  
We hope you enjoy this opportunity to be a part of your child's learning at school. 
 

 

2027 ENROLMENTS NOW OPEN 
Enrolments for students starting Prep/Foundation in 2027 are now open. Please refer to our website via 
https://www.bellbridgeps.vic.edu.au/enrolments.html for an enrolment form and more information regarding how to 
enrol at our school. School tours operate every Monday morning (bookings essential so contact 9749 6161 to 
book). For any queries regarding enrolments, contact us via 9749 6161 or via enrolment@bellbridgeps.vic.edu.au. 
 

 

SCHOOL POLICIES 
Bellbridge Primary School continually review and update our polices according to DET guidelines. All policies are 
available from our school website via: https://www.bellbridgeps.vic.edu.au/policies-and-forms.html. If you have any 
suggestions, comments or question about the policies or our practices, please contact the school via 9749 6161 
or bellbridge.ps@education.vic.gov.au. 
 
8 
Supporting Healthy Learning Environments  
We continue to fol low Department of Education guidel ines to promote healthy indoor learning environments. By being mindful 
of strongly scented products, we can help create a comfortable and inclusive space for al l  students and staff .  
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PRINCIPALôS MESSAGE 

 

Dear students, parents/carers and staff,  

This weekôs Principalôs report will share the amazing work currently happening in the learning space at 

Bellbridge Primary School. 

 

CURRICULUM DAY 

During the recent Curriculum Day on Friday 14th 

August, teachers engaged in professional learning 

focused on Metacognitive Strategies, Victorian Lesson 

Plans and Daily Reviews. We are continuing to deliver 

targeted professional learning opportunities based on 

the Bellbridge Pedagogical Framework (linked to the 

Victorian Teaching and Learning Model 2.0) to 

strengthen student learning outcomes.  

Bellbridge Primary School was pleased to welcome 37 

Education Support staff from across our network, who 

joined 18 of our own Education Support staff for our 

recent Curriculum Day focused on supporting 

neurodivergent learners. Professional learning 

focused on de-escalation, co-regulation, transitions, 

unconditional positive regard and the importance of 

educator responses, as well exploring Pathological 

Demand Avoidance (PDA). It was fantastic to see 

staff from across Wyndham schools learning together, 

sharing ideas and strengthening the wonderful 

collegiality across our network.  

 

NAPLAN  

NAPLAN individual student reports have now been provided to families. There is a lot to celebrate within the 

2026 NAPLAN data. Hereôs just a snapshot based on 2026 Annual Implementation Plan focus areas. 
 

STUDENTS STRONG OR EXCEEDING  

 

 

MEDIUM AND HIGH GROWTH STUDENTS (based on performance from Gr 3 to Gr 5 NAPLAN testing) 

 BELLBRIDGE  SIMILAR NETWORK STATE 

GRADE 5 READING 80% 71% 73% 75% 

GRADE 5 WRITING 80% 74% 78% 74% 

GRADE 5 SPELLING 83% 74% 80% 74% 

GRADE 5 GRAMMAR/PUNCTUATION 77% 70% 72% 74% 

GRADE 5 NUMERACY 78% 71% 75% 74% 
 

It is an incredible achievement for Bellbridge to be outperforming similar and network schools in all above 

areas, and outperforming state in most areas also. We are very proud of the strong classroom practice and 

targeted Tier 2 interventions that have contributed to this success. 

 

Warm regards, 

Belinda Lester  

Acting Principal (Bellbridge Primary School) 

 BELLBRIDGE  SIMILAR NETWORK STATE 

GRADE 3 READING 71% 64% 63% 69% 

GRADE 5 READING 71% 69% 65% 74% 

GRADE 3 NUMERACY 66% 58% 58% 67% 

GRADE 5 NUMERACY 75% 63% 63% 71% 
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PREP LEARNING  

 
Our Prep students have been having so much fun learning about fairytales! We baked our very own 
gingerbread people! Using a recipe from a non-fiction text, each class carefully followed the steps together. 
Students used gingerbread cutters to create their own gingerbread people. The next day, we enjoyed eating 
our delicious creations and used adjectives to describe their smell, taste, and appearance. We also 
incorporated our knowledge of fairytales into Maths. After learning about Jack and the Beanstalk, students 
created their own beanstalk name craft and measured the length of their names using Unifix cubes. It has 
been so much fun learning through fairytales!  
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GRADE 1 LEARNING  

 
Itôs been a busy and exciting couple of weeks in Grade 1!  
We celebrated Buddies Week and have been proudly wearing our Buddies badges, reminding us of the 
importance of friendship, kindness and looking out for one another.  
In Maths, weôve started our new measurement unit! Weôve been exploring how we can compare and measure 
different objects, using hands-on activities to investigate length, mass and capacity. 
Weôve loved seeing our Grade 1s learning, exploring and showing what wonderful buddies they can be!  
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GRADE 2 LEARNING  

 

Grade 2 students enjoyed visiting their buddies last week as part of Buddies Week. Students participated in 
computer and drawing activities. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION  LEARNING  

 

In Physical Education, our PrepïGrade 2 students are currently developing their forehand and backhand 
striking skills. These skills are an important part of developing fundamental motor skills and provide students 
with the foundations they need to participate confidently in a wide range of sports and physical activities. 
Students are learning how to control their movements, track a ball, use the correct grip and swing technique, 
and make accurate contact with the ball. We are using a variety of bats, balls, racquets and nets to provide 
students with different opportunities to practise and develop their skills. 
Families can support this learning at home by playing simple bat-and-ball games, using balloons or soft balls 
for striking activities, or even practising hitting a ball against a wall. Most importantly, encourage your child to 
keep practising and have fun! 
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AUSLAN  LEARNING  

 
Prep students  have been learning about Iconic Signs in Auslan (signs that resemble the physical action, 
shape, or object they represent). They signed several of these like ñbabyò and ñbookò and drew many more in 
their workbooks and signed these too. 
Students enjoyed a Constructed Action (mime) activity where they shared an action (verb) with their group to 
guess. This activity showed students the importance of facial expression and movement in getting your 
message across when using the Auslan language. 
Preps have been practicing signing numbers to 20 and playing games like ñBingoò and ñMemoryò using the 
signing of numbers to 10.  
Presently they have been making a paper doll and learning how to sign clothes items that they choose to 
dress their doll in. They signed and shared this in a sentence ñMy doll is wearingéé.ò with the class. 

 
Grade 1 students have been learning about Constructed Action, Mime and its importance to Auslan language 
communication. They had fun creating their mimes to share with their groups, who tried to guess what each 
memberôs message was.  
They have been learning the Auslan signs for occupations and completed a matching activity to their English 
equivalent. They enjoyed watching and signing along with an Auslan story about jobs. 
Grade 1ôs learnt how to sign the days of the week. They are currently making a wonderful book based on 
these signs and drawing pictures of activities they do on each of these days to share with family and friends. 
 

 

Grade 3 students have been engaged in following instructions and revising location words signed in Auslan. 
They learnt how to give and follow directions in Auslan to locate a coloured, hidden square with a partner.  
They enjoyed watching and signing along with the story ñBrown Bear, Brown Bearò. To reinforce and practice 
their signing of colours and animals they played several games using the ñBrown Bearò cards. 
Grade 3ôs are currently making a card game based on transport signs and when completed, they will share 
their games with both the Preps and Grade1ôs. This will help all three levels to practice their signing and 
recognition of transport words, along with a song video based on these signs. 
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Grade 4 students have been signing adjectives in sentences to describe family members and sharing this 
with their class who endeavoured to translate into English what each student signed. 
They have been revising and extending number signs up to 100 through various number games. What 
wonderful number sentences they made and signed to each other, including the signing of the addition and 
equals symbols. 
They have been learning and practicing the signing of the days of the week. They then made sentences in 
English about activities they did on a particular day. These sentences were then translated into Auslan and 
shared with the class to translate back into English.  
Currently they are learning to introduce themselves in Auslan and share some information including their 
names, family members, favourite sports/colours and where they attend school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Grade 6 students have been learning about Constructed Action/Mime and its importance to the Auslan 
Language. They worked with a partner to create their mime. These were then shared with the class, who tried 
to guess through their movements and facial expression what message they were sending. 
They have been practicing their signing of numbers beyond 100 and playing addition games with a partner, 
signing number sentences, including the signing of plus and equal symbols. 
Grade 6ôs learnt how to sign the days of the week and created sentences in English about specific activities 
that they do on this day. These sentences were then translated into Auslan and shared with the class to 
interpret the day and activity back into English. 
They have also discovered that the Auslan language has its own grammar and syntax that differs from 
English. For example: question words like what, where, or who go at the very end of a sentence. This rule will 
be practiced next week when students start signing a well-known story ñBrown Bearò. 
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VISUAL  ARTS LEARNING  

 

Prep students have begun work on their hand puppets made from recycled boxes but had a pause from the 
Construction Unit to celebrate Book Week. Artwork was inspired by the story, Giraffes Canôt Dance by Giles 
Andreae, with the message that you can achieve greatness by embracing your differences and doing things 
your own way. 

 
Grade 1 students  have been learning about Vincent Van Gogh and about foreground, middle ground & 
background placement in their art. They have learnt the difference between land, sea & cityscapes, as well as 
portraits & still life pictures. For Book Week, students learnt about creating light and dark effects with lines 
whilst drawing bears in sweaters ï the closer the lines are together, the darker the effect looks. Students also 
learnt about patterns when drawing designs for their bearôs sweaters. 

 
Grade 2 students  have created a paper plate loom and have begun 
weaving a basket/bowl for their Threads & Textiles unit. They have 
learnt about the artist Henri Matisse for Book Week and have taken 
inspiration from his true-life story, Henriôs Scissors to create their art. 

 
Grade 5 students have commenced their Indigenous Studies Unit. They have taken inspiration from great 
artists such as Sally Morgan, Amy Allerton and Jo Osborne, using simple lines and shapes to create their map 
of a place in Victoria that they feel connected to. Students have explored various mediums to help them decide 
on their colour and texture choices to enhance their art works. 
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Grade 6 students  have learnt what legacy means and have designed and transferred their ideas onto their 
own tile. These will later be displayed in the courtyard for all to admire the fabulous Grade 6 cohort of 2026. 
Students will soon begin work on their Drawing unit ï dragonôs eyes. 
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MATHS LEARNING  

 
Buddies Maths: Coordinate Clue Hunt  
 
Our Grade 4 and 5 students teamed up for a fun, hands-on maths activity last week as part of Buddies Week. 
Working in buddy pairs, students explored the school grounds to find a series of riddle clues. Using a map of 
the school, they recorded the location of each clue using grid coordinates. 
This engaging activity gave students the opportunity to put their mapping and coordinate skills into practice 
while working collaboratively, solving problems and navigating around the school. It was wonderful to see our 
students supporting one another and enjoying maths in action!  
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