BELEBRIDGE NEWS

Telephone: 9749 6161

Address: 120 Bellbridge Drive, Hoppers Crossing, 3029
Email: bellbridge.ps@education.vic.gov.au

w ; Website: www.bellbridgeps.vic.edu.au

Individual Paths, United Journey  Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/BellbridgePrimary3029

Bellbridge

Primary School

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER

Friday 13" February - Prep-Grade 2 assembly (2:00pm in Gym)
Monday 16" and Tuesday 17" February - Parent Teacher Conferences

Monday 16™ February - School Council meeting

Friday 20" February - Grade 3-6 assembly (2:00pm in Gym)
Monday 23™ February - Grade 4 Hockey Clinics

Monday 23™ February and Friday 27" February - School Nurse (Preps)

PLEASE NOTE: COMPASS is the main form of communication between school and home tis
important that all families are using this communication tool. If you are un able to login, or have
forgotten your password, please contact the school and our office staff will be happy to assist

PARENT TEACHER CONFERENCES

Book now via Compass for our Parent Teacher Conferences on Monday 16" and Tuesday 17" February. For
students funded for special needs, Koorie and Out of Home Care students, as well as those on Behaviour Support
Plans, these meetings will occur during the school day in the fortnight beginning Monday 16" February. Refer to
Compass for more information. If you need assistance with booking, contact the school office on 9749 6161.

SCHOOL POLICIES

Bellbridge Primary School continually review and update our polices according to DET guidelines. All policies
are available from our school website via: https://www.bellbridgeps.vic.edu.au/policies-and-forms.html. If you
have any suggestions, comments or question about the policies or our practices, please contact the school via
9749 6161 or bellbridge.ps@education.vic.gov.au.

ANNUAL PRIVACY POLICY

Our school collects and uses student and parent personal information for standard school functions or where
permitted by law, as statedintheSc ho ol s 6 prandtheSghpol s 6ypri vac.y col |
Our Photographing, Filming and Recording Students policy, describes how we collect and use photographs,
video and recordings of students. The policy also explains when parent consent is required and how it can be
provided and withdrawn.

For more information about privacy, referto:Sc hool s & pr i vacy p ol i.dhisinformatioro r
is also available in eleven community languages: Amharic, Arabic, Chinese, Dari, Gujarati, Mandarin, Somali,

Sudanese, Turkish, Urdu and Vietnamese.

CLASSROOM HELPERS

We are seeking expressions of interest for any parents/carers who would like to assist in classrooms in 2026.
To become a classroom helper, parents/carers will need to participate in a two-hour information session that
will be provided later in Term 1. If you are interested in being a classroom helper, please complete a brief
survey via this link by Friday 13" February: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2026classroomhelperEOI.

Note: For parents/carers that completed the course in 2025 (or previous years), please complete this survey
again. You will be required to attend the information again as a refresher, but the course has been adjusted to
occur on one day only and for a shorter amount of time for convenience.
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PRINCIPAL6 SMESSAGE

A Safe Return and a Strong Start to Learning

It has been an absolute pleasure to welcome all students, staff and families back for the 2026 school year. |
am incredibly proud of how smoothly we have transitioned into the term. Classrooms have been calm, focused
and purposeful, with students already demonstrating positive learning behaviours and a readiness to engage.
Our staff have worked diligently to ensure every classroom environment is safe, structured and supportive.
Establishing clear expectations, routines and strong relationships in the early weeks sets the tone for a
successful year ahead. Thank you to families for partnering with us to ensure students arrived ready to learn, it
truly makes a difference.

A Personal Note - Camping Adventures

Over the summer break, my family and | enjoyed some
time away camping in Robe, SA and exploring the
stunning coastline of South-West Victoria. We were
fortunate to experience the incredible beaches and sand
dunes around Robe, a fantastic adventure and a reminder
of how lucky we are to live in such a beautiful part of the
country. Time outdoors, disconnected from screens and
routines, is something | value deeply with my family. |
hope many of you also had opportunities to rest, recharge
and create special memories over the break.

School Captains and House Leaders - A Fantastic First Assembly

Congratulations to our 2026 School Captains who confidently led their first whole-school assembly last week.

They demonstrated composure, clarity and pride in representing our student body.

Our 2026 School Captains are:

1 Ayaana Chahal, Riley Fekete, Haarun Farook, Emma Bentley, Jasmine Chen and Junyuan Chen

Our 2026 School Vice Captains are:

1 Jesse Dibenedetto-Grant and James Bennett

Our 2026 House Captains are:

1 Toby Sherriff and Maddie Wickens (Coker i Blue), Rivah Vetrone and Evan Shrestha (Hughes i Green),
Dixita Beniwal and Boston Henderson (Middleton i Red), and Ivy Thornton and Aisha Naboulsi (Gillard 1
Yellow)

Our 2026 House Vice Captains are:

1 Warner Sherriff (Coker), Isiya Gion (Hughes), Lavelle Tunui (Middleton) and Cohen Talau (Gillard)

We look forward to seeing the leadership growth of this outstanding group across the year. They have already

set a wonderful example for our younger students.

Strengthening Community Connections

= —— | \\as honoured to receive an invitation from Hanif,
President of the Virgin Mary Mosque, to speak at
their Open Day last Saturday. It was a privilege to
meet community leaders and families with my wife
and daughters, and continue strengthening the
partnerships that support our students and their
families beyond the school gates.
During this visit, we were also generously
presented with a book for our school from author
Fatma Hussein. We look forward to adding this
valuable contribution to our collection and sharing it
with our students. Building respectful, authentic
relationships with our wider community is
something we value highly at Bellbridge.
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Music in Schools i Grant Success

A huge congratulations to Alycia Morgan, who has successfully secured a significant grant through the Music

in Schools initiative. This funding will directly support enhancements to our music teaching and learning

program, including updated resources and expanded opportunities for student engagement.

We are incredibly grateful for Alyciabs dedication &
arts play a critical role in developing creativity, confidence and connection, and this grant will strengthen that
provision at Bellbridge.

Welcome Drew Renaud

We warmly welcome Drew Renaud to our school community. Drew has previously worked with us in a casual
capacity and brings strong experience in high levels of differentiation to support diverse learners. We are
thrilled to have Drew join our Prep team in a more permanent capacity and know students will benefit greatly
from her expertise and commitment.

Celebrating 29 Years 1 Vi c ki Mur phyos Retirement

It is with both gratitude and emotion that we celebrate the retirement of Vicki Murphy, who concludes over 29
years of dedicated service to Bellbridge Primary School as an Education Support staff member and librarian.
Vicki has been a constant in the lives of generations of Bellbridge students. Through her calm presence, care,
and unwavering commitment, she has supported countless learners to foster a love of reading in our library.
Her impact reaches far beyond the roles she held; she has shaped the culture of our school through kindness,
professionalism and deep care for children.

On behalf of our entire community past and present, | thank Vicki for her extraordinary contribution. We wish
her every happiness and adventure in this next chapter.

New Uniform - Worn with Pride

It has been wonderful to see students proudly wearing our new uniform items. The presentation across the
school has been outstanding. Thank you to families for your support in ensuring students are well prepared
each day.

A reminder that Term 1 requires all students to wear their navy blue hats during outdoor play and activities.
Please ensure hats are clearly labelled and packed in school bags daily.

School Canteen - A Successful Opening

; We are pleased to celebrate the successful
opening of our school canteen. The response
from students has been very positive, and it is
fantastic to see the service up and running
smoothly.
We ask families to please have conversations
with your children about:
* 1 How much money they are bringing to school.
" 1 The purpose of that money.
1 The importance of not sharing money or food

L=l . BE& . with others.

This ensures all families can monitor purchasing and support healthy food choices
aligned with your expectations at home.

Thank you, as always, for your continued partnership and support. Together, we are ensuring that every
student at Bellbridge Primary School is known, supported and challenged to achieve their best.

Warm regards,
Christopher Pugh
Principal, Bellbridge Primary School
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PREP LEARNING
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GRADE 1 LEARNING

Grade 1 students have had a wonderful start to the year, building new friendships and learning how to work
together as part of a team. We are also focusing on understanding school expectations, so everyone feels
safe, happy and ready to learn.
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GRADE 2 LEARNING

We have spent our first week of Grade 2
getting to know our new learning spaces
and each other. We also learned about

the four bees at the Canteen!
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| GRADE 3 LEARNING

The Grade 3 class of 2026 have made a tremendous start to the year. The students have been busy settling
into new routines, getting to know one another, and exploring their new classrooms. We 6ve st art ed
classroom community, reviewing expectations, and j un

to see their curiosity, confidence, and positive att
learning and growth together!
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GRADE 4 LEARNING

Starting our Grade 4 year by celebrating who we are!
shoes that represent their journeys, and created kindness flowers to show how we can help each other grow.
A wonderful start to a year of learning, confidence, and community
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GRADE 5 LEARNING

Grade 5 have had a fantastic start to the term, with students settling in quickly and showing a positive attitude
to learning. It has been wonderful to see new friendships forming and familiar ones strengthening as students
get to know their classmates. The students should be very proud of the way they have begun the year, and we
are looking forward to a productive and exciting term ahead.
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GRADE 6 LEARNING

Grade 6 students have used the Ready, Set, Learn program to build relationships and establish expectations
for the year. Throughout this time, we have placed a strong emphasis on teamwork, good sportsmanship, and
collaborative learning, participating in class activities such as constructing card towers, taking part in sports
rotations, and engaging in maths games.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION LEARNING

On Monday 9" February, the Bellbridge District Swimming Tryouts took place at Saltwater Swim School. 36
students from Grades 3-6 competed in their age groups in their chosen strokes from freestyle, backstroke,
breaststroke and butterfly. Students showed great swimming skills, healthy competition and sportsmanship
throughout the day. At the end of the day, we had a house relay where the fastest 4 swimmers from each
house competed for their house. The winning team was Coker. The final races for the day were Bellbridge
Championship Races for the fastest boy and girl. The winners were Vincent 6B and Dixita 6B. Throughout the
day, each race was also recording points for their house. By the end of the day the scores were 4™ Place
Hughes 200pts, 3" place Middleton 215pts, 2" place Gillard 295pts and Coker won the day with 480pts. We
are busy working out who will progress to the District Level. Congratulations to all those who were involved in
the day.
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

See below for information shared by Wyndham City Council for opportunities available within our local
community. Youth resources for Primary School students below, but lots of additional information for other
target audiences accessible from Feb/Mar Libraries What's On. Also refer to Libraries home page.

Community Languages

Resources and Support for Students

Back to School

Wyndham City Libraries offers a range
of free back to school resources and
support for young people, from books to
online learning resources, study spaces,
innovative technology, and programs.

We have a freshly curated and updated
collection of learning resources,
including the latest VCE editions.

Each library delivers after school
programs hosted by Education and
Youth Librarians, designed to enhance
your learning at school, from reading and
literacy, arts and crafts, to STEM.
Discover our full range of back

to school resources:
www.wyndham .vic.gov.au/back-school
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Picture Books for School
Readiness

Help your child settle into school by
sharing stories. Topics include starting
school, making friends, bullying,
feelings and listening. Look out for
displays in your local library, locate the

Saturday 21 February is International
Mother Language Day. Itis a day to
recognise the importance of languages
in preserving cultures.

Wyndham City Libraries values diversity
in our community. We are committed
to keeping mother tongue languages
alive through FREE access to books,
magazines, DVDs and online contentin

green dot picture books or request
items through our recommended
reading list.

View reading list:
bit_ly/WynStartingSchoolBooks

multiple languages.

Explore our collection:
www.wyndham.vic.gov.au/services/
libraries/using-library/community-
languages
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Creative Writing Corner
Ages 8-14
Discover fun writing prompts, share ideas with other

young authors and enjoy the freedom of being
creative writers!

Lm SN

All libraries

Hoppers Crossing Library

Cultural

;oFrtQightly c1>2 ;’lcgndays o Monday 23 March —
ebruary, eoruary, arch, - H Saturday 28 March

16 March & 30 March D“,ers.ty week For more details visit:
4pm—5pm Ages0-12 www.wyndham.vic.gov.au/

Join us for Story Times and
Rhyme Times in multiple
languages, borrow bilingual books,
do crafts and more!

Bookings preferred but walk-ins welcome: cultural-diversity-week-library

www.wyndham.vic.gov.au/whats-on/creative-
writing-corner-hoppers-crossing-library
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Beginners Code Club

Ages 8-14

Join the Wyndham City Libraries crew
for Beginners' Code Club. Have fun
learning how to use Scratch Module 1
(beginner level) to create a bunch of
cool things including games, musical
instruments and more!

Manor Lakes Library

Weekly on Thursdays

12 February—26 March
3.30pm—4.30pm

Werribee Library

2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month
Beginning 25 February
3.30pm—4.30pm

Bookings required:
www.wyndham.vic.gov.au/code-club

Rhyme Time‘

with the Popl
Library y

wu

CENTRE

Rhyme Time at Wunggurwil
Dhurrung Centre

Ages 1-5

The Pop-Up Library Van is coming

to Wyndham Vale for weekly Rhyme
Times! Develop your child's language,
body awareness, motor skills and
imagination through rhymes, music
and books. After the session, sign up
for a free library membership, browse,
borrow and return books from the van.
No bookings required.

19 Communal Rd, Wyndham Vale
Wednesdays during school term
10.30am—11am

STEAMLab

Ages 10-15

Join us for an exciting in-person event
at Manor Lakes Library! Get ready to
unleash your creativity and dive into
the world of technology with Edison.

Manor Lakes Library
Fortnightly on Wednesdays
11 February—25 March
3.30pm—4.30pm

Bookings required:
www.wyndham.vic.gov.au/whats-on/
steam-lab-edison-robots-manor-
lakes-library-0

Outdoor Rhyme Times with the
Pop-Up Library Van

Ages 0-5

Join us for outdoor Rhyme Times in

Term 1! After the session, sign up for
a free library membership, browse,

borrow and return books from the van.

No bookings required.

Bay Adventure Playground,
Werribee South (Mondays)

Barrabool Boulevard Playground,
Mambourin (Thursdays)

10.30am—-11am

Pop-Up Library Van sessions are subject to
cancellation due to bad weather conditions.
See our Facebook or Instagram for
notifications.

Kia ora, G'day, Hello! Global
Hangout

Ages 11-15

Ever wondered what life is like in
another country? Join us and travel

virtually from Melbourne to Kentucky,
USA and Wellington, NZ.

Online
Saturday 7 March
llam-1pm

Bookings required:
www.wyndham.vic.gov.au/whats-on/
kia-ora-gday-hello-global-hangout-1

Celebrating Sports in Manor Lakes
Join us for a week of sports themed fun

events! All sessions are held at Manor
Lakes Library.

AFL Rhyme Time
Ages 0-5
Thursday 26 March
10.30am-11am

Basketball Kids Club
Ages 5-12

Thursday 26 March
3.30pm—4.30pm
Soccer Story Time
Ages 1-5

Friday 27 March
11.30am-12.15pm
Bookings required:

www.wyndham.vic.gov.au/
kids-events-activities
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Want your book review
in the Newsletter?

" Grab a BOOK REVIEW TEMPLATE

O N
3 ‘ ~ fromthe library desk, fill it out
- "’ W ~ about abook you've read, and
. l : drop it off in the box in the

library!

open each morning from
8:00am to 8:15am for all
students and families.
This time could be used to
sitand read, browse books,
return and borrow, or for a )
calm space before the bell.
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Understanding phonics:
a guide for parents,
carers and families

This guide explains what Students learn to read words by

phonics is, why it is important, recognising these sound-letter
elationships.

and how you can support your reiat g

child’s learning at home.

Phonics instruction is a highly effective
way to teach children to read words
accurately.

Reading is a foundational life skill and a

seuree o Bleasireand wonder It builds decoding skills—sounding

out words—which help students

The teaching of phonics is a key figure out unfamiliar words. Phonics
component in helping children become gives children the tools to understand
confident, fluent readers. patterns in text, boosting their reading
Phonics links sounds to their letters. fluency and comprehension.

H 1 o Victorion
Victorian Academy Parents%mom vom Zem n maepaneot AW E5E

_ of Teaching and Leadership S e ZLS femen

How can you support phonics
learning at home?

Learning to read takes time and encouragement, and
everyone learns at their own pace.

It's important to celebrate your child’s small wins and
encourage them to keep trying, even when it's hard.
When children enjoy learning, they stay motivated and
build a strong reading foundation.

Making phonics practice fun is the best way to keep
them engaged. Here are some activities you can stick
on the fridge and do at home with your child:

Read together Memory games I spy

Choose a favourite Use flashcards with Play ‘I spy,’ focusing on

book and read it letters and images (like the starting sound (e.g.,

together. out v ol ‘Ce’ and ‘eat’) to find “.. begins with /b/").
your child to find the matching pairs.

matching card.
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Sand or salt
trays

Trace letters in salt or
sand while saying the
sound aloud.

Nursery rhymes
and poems

Use rhymes to spot
sound patterns and
shared letters.

Phonics ju mp

Write letters on the
floor. Call out o sound
and jump to it.

Playdough
letters

Make letters with
playdough, saying the
sounds as you make
them.

Sound hunt

Find objects around
the house that start
with a specific sound

(e.g., /s/).

Sound labels

Label objects (e.g., the
door with /d/). Sound
it out every time you
pass.

Victorian Academy
of Teaching and Leadership

How is phonics

taught in schools?

The key elements of phonics are:

Hopscotch with
sounds

Draw a hopscotch grid
with letters. Say the
sound as you hop on
each letter.

Word hunt

Hide word cards. Have
your child find and
read them aloud.

Sound of the
day/week

Choose one sound
(like /a/). Listen for it
in conversation, TV, or
books.

This is called systematic synthetic

phonics.

Children learn sounds first. Then they
practise blending those sounds together
to read whole words.

> Phonemes: the smallest sounds in

words {like the /k/ sound in ‘cat’).

> Graphemes: the letters or groups of
letters that represent those sounds (like

the letter ‘¢’ in ‘cat’).

> Blending: putting sounds together to

Teachers have many different ways to

make phonics lessons engaging. This

might include short, focused lessons
which incorporate both reading and

writing. They may also play games, like

read a word (e.g, /k/ /a/ /t/ becomes

‘cat’).

> Segmenting: breaking words down
into sounds to spell them {e.g, ‘chat’

becomes /ch/ /fa/ /t/).

Phonics is taught in a step-by-step way.
Children start with the simplest sounds
(like /s/, /a/, and /t/) and slowly move to
more complex sound-letter patterns (like
fee/ as in ‘bee’ or foa/ as in ‘cloak’).

the ones suggested in this guide.

What if my child is

struggling with phonics?

If your child is having trouble, talk to their

approach.

teacher. Some children just need a little
extra practice or a personalised teaching

For more information, please see:
www.academy.vic.gov.au/resources/

understanding-phonics

This guide was produced by the Victorian Academy of Teaching and Leadership,

in partnership with Parents Victoria.

Victorian Academy
of Teaching and Leadership

2 . Department
Parents @\ﬁctoria V"m""‘ | e

e
Schools Victoria

Phonics songs

Find fun phonics

songs online that use
repetition and music to
remember the sounds.

Letter collage

Cut out pictures from
magazines that start
with a specific sound
and make a collage.

Make your own

Have fun making up
your own activities
using sounds and
words!

@
Parents%Victoria
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CGGSPRESS

ABC Reading Eggspress makes reading real books,
improving spelling skills and building reading
comprehension highly engaging for kids aged 7-13.

The online reading program is packed with hundreds
of interactive reading activities, online children’s
books and literacy games.

DR Iay s 10100
“ “f 1s l
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You can access
your Reading
Eggspress
subscription from
home!

Check on Compass
or your diary for
login details!
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O Bellbridge Primary School

BIKE HSSPITAL

Bike for kids that need them
276 bikes & counting!

Bellbridge PS has run a Bicycle Hospital since
2024 — it has recycled 23 bikes and done over
250 repairs. We take in donated bikes, fix them &
give them to those that need them. We also do
minor repairs on student and family bikes. Last
year we worked on110 bikes.

The Bicycle Hospital is run by parent volunteers
with support from Dr Cranky’s.

or adjusting brakes. Or advice.

We are looking for volunteers to help run the
Hospital in 2026. A couple of hours a week (or
fortnight) to create healthy, happy kids — and meet
others. No experience necessary. Contact us if
interested.

When: Weekdays 8:30-9:30 & 3:30-4:30pm
Where: Next to the sports hall

Contact: Bart Sbeghen 0418 231 686
barts@drcrankys.com.au
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TERM 1 ASSEMBLY ROSTER
GYM @ 2:00pm

Friday 6/2
Friday 13/2
Friday 20/2
Friday 27/2
Friday 6/3
Friday 13/3
Friday 20/3
Friday 27/3

MoaBEEam,

-

t
P-6 assembly \;o%?
Term 1, 2026

eSafety parents and carers webinars

Join eSafety's free live webinars for parents and carers.

Term 1 topics:

* Social media age restrictions explained - a guide for
parents and carers (30 minutes). Suitable for parents and
carers of young people in primary and secondary school.

* Supporting healthy tech use as your child transitions into
secondary school (45 minutes). Suitable for parents and
carers of children in upper primary school (ages 11 to 12)

and Year 7.
* Understanding and using parental controls to
help protect your child online (45 minutes).
Suitable for parents and carers of children in 514
primary and secondary school. =

For more information and to register now: eSafety.gov.au/parents/webinars
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