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BELLBRIDGE NEWS 
 

Telephone: 9749 6161  Address: 120 Bellbridge Drive, Hoppers Crossing, 3029 Email: bellbridge.ps@education.vic.gov.au 
Website: www.bellbridgeps.vic.edu.au 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/BellbridgePrimary3029  
 

 

 

 

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER   

Friday 13th February      - Prep-Grade 2 assembly (2:00pm in Gym) 
Monday 16th and Tuesday 17th February   - Parent Teacher Conferences 
Monday 16th February      - School Council meeting 
Friday 20th February      - Grade 3-6 assembly (2:00pm in Gym) 
Monday 23rd February      - Grade 4 Hockey Clinics 
Monday 23rd February and Friday 27th February   - School Nurse (Preps) 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  COMPASS is the main form of communication between school and home . I t is 

important that all families are using this communication tool. If you are un able to login, or have 

forgotten your password, please contact the school and our office  staff  will be happy to assist . 
  

PARENT TEACHER CONFERENCES 
Book now via Compass for our Parent Teacher Conferences on Monday 16th and Tuesday 17th February. For 
students funded for special needs, Koorie and Out of Home Care students, as well as those on Behaviour Support 
Plans, these meetings will occur during the school day in the fortnight beginning Monday 16th February. Refer to 
Compass for more information. If you need assistance with booking, contact the school office on 9749 6161.   
 

 

SCHOOL POLICIES 
Bellbridge Primary School continually review and update our polices according to DET guidelines. All policies 
are available from our school website via: https://www.bellbridgeps.vic.edu.au/policies-and-forms.html. If you 
have any suggestions, comments or question about the policies or our practices, please contact the school via 
9749 6161 or bellbridge.ps@education.vic.gov.au. 
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ANNUAL PRIVACY POLICY  
Our school collects and uses student and parent personal information for standard school functions or where 
permitted by law, as stated in the Schoolsô privacy policy and the Schoolsô privacy collection notice. 
Our Photographing, Filming and Recording Students policy, describes how we collect and use photographs, 
video and recordings of students. The policy also explains when parent consent is required and how it can be 
provided and withdrawn.  
For more information about privacy, refer to: Schoolsô privacy policy: information for parents. This information 
is also available in eleven community languages: Amharic, Arabic, Chinese, Dari, Gujarati, Mandarin, Somali, 
Sudanese, Turkish, Urdu and Vietnamese. 
 

 

CLASSROOM HELPERS  
We are seeking expressions of interest for any parents/carers who would like to assist in classrooms in 2026. 
To become a classroom helper, parents/carers will need to participate in a two-hour information session that 
will be provided later in Term 1. If you are interested in being a classroom helper, please complete a brief 
survey via this link by Friday 13th February: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2026classroomhelperEOI. 
Note: For parents/carers that completed the course in 2025 (or previous years), please complete this survey 
again. You will be required to attend the information again as a refresher, but the course has been adjusted to 
occur on one day only and for a shorter amount of time for convenience. 
 

 
 
 

mailto:bellbridge.ps@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.bellbridgeps.vic.edu.au/
https://www.facebook.com/BellbridgePrimary3029
https://www.bellbridgeps.vic.edu.au/policies-and-forms.html
mailto:bellbridge.ps@education.vic.gov.au
https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-policy
https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-collection-notice
https://www.bellbridgeps.vic.edu.au/uploads/1/8/7/3/18736602/photographing_filming_recording_students_policy_august_2028.pdf
https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-policy-information-parents#translations
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2026classroomhelperEOI
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PRINCIPALôS MESSAGE 

 

A Safe Return and a Strong Start to Learning  

It has been an absolute pleasure to welcome all students, staff and families back for the 2026 school year. I 

am incredibly proud of how smoothly we have transitioned into the term. Classrooms have been calm, focused 

and purposeful, with students already demonstrating positive learning behaviours and a readiness to engage. 

Our staff have worked diligently to ensure every classroom environment is safe, structured and supportive. 

Establishing clear expectations, routines and strong relationships in the early weeks sets the tone for a 

successful year ahead. Thank you to families for partnering with us to ensure students arrived ready to learn, it 

truly makes a difference. 

 
A Personal Note - Camping Adventures  

Over the summer break, my family and I enjoyed some 

time away camping in Robe, SA and exploring the 

stunning coastline of South-West Victoria. We were 

fortunate to experience the incredible beaches and sand 

dunes around Robe, a fantastic adventure and a reminder 

of how lucky we are to live in such a beautiful part of the 

country. Time outdoors, disconnected from screens and 

routines, is something I value deeply with my family. I 

hope many of you also had opportunities to rest, recharge 

and create special memories over the break. 

 
School Captains and House Leaders - A Fantastic First Assembly  

Congratulations to our 2026 School Captains who confidently led their first whole-school assembly last week. 

They demonstrated composure, clarity and pride in representing our student body. 

Our 2026 School Captains are: 

¶ Ayaana Chahal, Riley Fekete, Haarun Farook, Emma Bentley, Jasmine Chen and Junyuan Chen 

Our 2026 School Vice Captains are: 

¶ Jesse Dibenedetto-Grant and James Bennett 

Our 2026 House Captains are: 

¶ Toby Sherriff and Maddie Wickens (Coker ï Blue), Rivah Vetrone and Evan Shrestha (Hughes ï Green), 

Dixita Beniwal and Boston Henderson (Middleton ï Red), and Ivy Thornton and Aisha Naboulsi (Gillard ï 

Yellow) 

Our 2026 House Vice Captains are: 

¶ Warner Sherriff (Coker), Isiya Gion (Hughes), Lavelle Tunui (Middleton) and Cohen Talau (Gillard) 

We look forward to seeing the leadership growth of this outstanding group across the year. They have already 

set a wonderful example for our younger students. 

 
Strengthening Community Connections  

I was honoured to receive an invitation from Hanif, 

President of the Virgin Mary Mosque, to speak at 

their Open Day last Saturday. It was a privilege to 

meet community leaders and families with my wife 

and daughters, and continue strengthening the 

partnerships that support our students and their 

families beyond the school gates. 

During this visit, we were also generously 

presented with a book for our school from author 

Fatma Hussein. We look forward to adding this 

valuable contribution to our collection and sharing it 

with our students. Building respectful, authentic 

relationships with our wider community is 

something we value highly at Bellbridge. 



February 2026                             Page 3 

 

 
Music in Schools ï Grant Success  

A huge congratulations to Alycia Morgan, who has successfully secured a significant grant through the Music 

in Schools initiative. This funding will directly support enhancements to our music teaching and learning 

program, including updated resources and expanded opportunities for student engagement. 

We are incredibly grateful for Alyciaôs dedication and initiative in pursuing this opportunity for our students. The 

arts play a critical role in developing creativity, confidence and connection, and this grant will strengthen that 

provision at Bellbridge. 

 
Welcome Drew Renaud  

We warmly welcome Drew Renaud to our school community. Drew has previously worked with us in a casual 

capacity and brings strong experience in high levels of differentiation to support diverse learners. We are 

thrilled to have Drew join our Prep team in a more permanent capacity and know students will benefit greatly 

from her expertise and commitment. 

 
Celebrating 29 Years ï Vicki Murphyôs Retirement 

It is with both gratitude and emotion that we celebrate the retirement of Vicki Murphy, who concludes over 29 

years of dedicated service to Bellbridge Primary School as an Education Support staff member and librarian. 

Vicki has been a constant in the lives of generations of Bellbridge students. Through her calm presence, care, 

and unwavering commitment, she has supported countless learners to foster a love of reading in our library. 

Her impact reaches far beyond the roles she held; she has shaped the culture of our school through kindness, 

professionalism and deep care for children. 

On behalf of our entire community past and present, I thank Vicki for her extraordinary contribution. We wish 

her every happiness and adventure in this next chapter. 

 
New Uniform - Worn with Pride  

It has been wonderful to see students proudly wearing our new uniform items. The presentation across the 

school has been outstanding. Thank you to families for your support in ensuring students are well prepared 

each day. 

A reminder that Term 1 requires all students to wear their navy blue hats during outdoor play and activities. 

Please ensure hats are clearly labelled and packed in school bags daily. 

 
School Canteen - A Successful Opening  

We are pleased to celebrate the successful 

opening of our school canteen. The response 

from students has been very positive, and it is 

fantastic to see the service up and running 

smoothly. 

We ask families to please have conversations 

with your children about: 

¶ How much money they are bringing to school. 

¶ The purpose of that money. 

¶ The importance of not sharing money or food 

with others. 

This ensures all families can monitor purchasing and support healthy food choices 

aligned with your expectations at home. 

 
 

Thank you, as always, for your continued partnership and support. Together, we are ensuring that every 

student at Bellbridge Primary School is known, supported and challenged to achieve their best. 

 

Warm regards, 

Christopher Pugh  

Principal, Bellbridge Primary School 
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PREP LEARNING  

 
Our Prep students have had a fantastic start to the year! Theyôve been busy learning the routines of the 
classroom and getting to know our school rules, which helps everyone feel safe and confident. Weôve also 
begun working at our tables, practising how to listen, share, and complete activities together. One highlight 
has been a fun craft activity where students learned to recognise and create the letters in their own namesð
such a proud moment for everyone! 
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GRADE 1 LEARNING  

 
Grade 1 students have had a wonderful start to the year, building new friendships and learning how to work 
together as part of a team. We are also focusing on understanding school expectations, so everyone feels 
safe, happy and ready to learn. 
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GRADE 2 LEARNING  
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GRADE 3 LEARNING  

 
The Grade 3 class of 2026 have made a tremendous start to the year. The students have been busy settling 

into new routines, getting to know one another, and exploring their new classrooms. Weôve started building our 

classroom community, reviewing expectations, and jumping into learning with enthusiasm. Itôs been wonderful 

to see their curiosity, confidence, and positive attitudes shine already. Weôre looking forward to a great year of 

learning and growth together! 
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GRADE 4 LEARNING  

 
Starting our Grade 4 year by celebrating who we are! Students shared their ñAll About Meò posters, designed 
shoes that represent their journeys, and created kindness flowers to show how we can help each other grow. 
A wonderful start to a year of learning, confidence, and community 
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GRADE 5 LEARNING  

 

Grade 5 have had a fantastic start to the term, with students settling in quickly and showing a positive attitude 
to learning. It has been wonderful to see new friendships forming and familiar ones strengthening as students 
get to know their classmates. The students should be very proud of the way they have begun the year, and we 
are looking forward to a productive and exciting term ahead. 
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GRADE 6 LEARNING  

 

Grade 6 students have used the Ready, Set, Learn program to build relationships and establish expectations 
for the year. Throughout this time, we have placed a strong emphasis on teamwork, good sportsmanship, and 
collaborative learning, participating in class activities such as constructing card towers, taking part in sports 
rotations, and engaging in maths games. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION  LEARNING  

 
On Monday 9th February, the Bellbridge District Swimming Tryouts took place at Saltwater Swim School. 36 
students from Grades 3-6 competed in their age groups in their chosen strokes from freestyle, backstroke, 
breaststroke and butterfly. Students showed great swimming skills, healthy competition and sportsmanship 
throughout the day. At the end of the day, we had a house relay where the fastest 4 swimmers from each 
house competed for their house. The winning team was Coker. The final races for the day were Bellbridge 
Championship Races for the fastest boy and girl. The winners were Vincent 6B and Dixita 6B. Throughout the 
day, each race was also recording points for their house. By the end of the day the scores were 4th Place 
Hughes 200pts, 3rd place Middleton 215pts, 2nd place Gillard 295pts and Coker won the day with 480pts. We 
are busy working out who will progress to the District Level. Congratulations to all those who were involved in 
the day. 
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT  

 
See below for information shared by Wyndham City Council for opportunities available within our local 
community. Youth resources for Primary School students below, but lots of additional information for other 
target audiences accessible from Feb/Mar Libraries What's On. Also refer to Libraries home page.  

  

  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wyndham.vic.gov.au%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2026-01%2FWYN%2520Whats%2520On%25202026%2520Feb-Mar_FA_WEB.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CBelinda.Lester%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cd6325bf94e0445950eb608de5eeb7e11%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639052562752135032%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UIgu8r0si0OyOtpl7jss6CqhWZGYBzOW3qGr%2BM2ynYI%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wyndham.vic.gov.au%2Fservices%2Flibraries&data=05%7C02%7CBelinda.Lester%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cd6325bf94e0445950eb608de5eeb7e11%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639052562752170983%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=B3ZwEUmolprLRHtVPP%2FwU7M8oHs8CcnMLEePevP6BRo%3D&reserved=0
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Tips to improve your cƘƛƭŘΩǎ 
Maths skills at home 

Use an education app 
 
Students have access to 
educational apps they can 
use on a device at home: 

 
Mathseeds (Gr P-1) 
Mathletics (Gr 2-6) 
 
Log-in details can be found 
on student password cards. 
 

Look for shapes and 
patterns in real life and 
discuss the differences 
 
For example:  
Point out shapes in the 
environment and discuss 
the features of the shapes. 
Find patterns in the 
environment and discuss 
how the pattern would 
continue. 
 

Include your child in 
cooking experiences  
 
This could include:  
Have your child measure 
ingredients for a recipe 
you are using.  
Ask them to set timers for 
various sections of a 
recipe. 
 

Playing a range of games 
and activities that involve 
numbers, counting or 
patterns 
 
For example:  
Guess my Number 
(higher/lower) 
Adding or subtracting dice 
or playing cards 
Board / Card Games 
Puzzles 

Involve your child in 
grocery shopping to 
expose them to real world 
money situations 
 
This could involve:  
Reading amounts,  
Adding / totalling 
Calculating change.  

Using comparative 
language 
 
For example:  
Which is the tallest?  
Which is heavier?  
Which is longer?  
Which would be faster?  
Which is the most 
expensive?  
 

Having tools around the 
house that students can 
explore 
 
This could include:  
Calculator 
Ruler 
Scales 
Measuring tape 
Measuring cups 
Analogue clock 

Encourage your child to 
collect and collate data 
 
For example:  
How many toys, shoes or 
clothes they have. 
Statistics of their favourite 
sports game.  
Family members favourite 
things (e.g. fruit) 

Practice counting skills  
 
Prep-2:  
Counting to and from 100. 
Skip counting by 2, 5 and 
10. 
3-6:  
Skip counting from non-
zero starting points. 
Automatically recalling 
multiplication facts.  
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