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BELLBRIDGE NEWS 
 

Telephone: 9749 6161  Address: 120 Bellbridge Drive, Hoppers Crossing, 3029 Email: bellbridge.ps@education.vic.gov.au 
Website: www.bellbridgeps.vic.edu.au 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/BellbridgePrimary3029  
 

 

 

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER   

Friday 27th February     - School Nurse (Preps) 
Friday 27th February    - Second Hand Uniform Shop (8:00-8:30am) 
Friday 27th February    - Grade 4 Golf Clinics 
Friday 27th February    - P-2 assembly (2:00pm in Gym) 
Monday 2nd to Friday 6th March  - Buddies Week (wear a touch of purple on 2/3) 
Tuesday 3rd March    - 5A and 5C Bike Education (helmets only) 
Thursday 5th March     - 5B Bike Education (helmets only) 
Friday 6th March     - Grade 4 Golf Clinics 
Friday 6th March     - 3-6 assembly (2:00pm in Gym) 
Monday 9th March     - Labour Day Public Holiday 
Tuesday 10th March     - 5A and 5C Bike Education  
Wednesday 11th March    - Grade 3 and 5 NAPLAN test (Writing) 
Thursday 12th March     - 5B Bike Education 
Friday 13th March     - Grade 4 Golf Clinics 
Friday 13th March     - P-2 assembly (2:00pm in Gym) 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  COMPASS is the main form of communication between school and home . I t is 

important that all families are using this communication tool. If you are un able to login, or have 

forgotten your password, please contact the school and our office  staff  will be happy to assist . 

 

SCHOOL POLICIES 
Bellbridge Primary School continually review and update our polices according to DET guidelines. All policies 
are available from our school website via: https://www.bellbridgeps.vic.edu.au/policies-and-forms.html. If you 
have any suggestions, comments or question about the policies or our practices, please contact the school via 
9749 6161 or bellbridge.ps@education.vic.gov.au. 
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GRADE 3 and 5 NAPLAN  
We wish our Grade 3 and 5 students all the best for the upcoming NAPLAN testing period. NAPLAN testing dates 
will be as follows: 
Wednesday 11th March WRITING  
Monday 16th March READING 
Tuesday 17th March CONVENTIONS OF LANGUAGE 
Wednesday 18th March NUMERACY 
All Grade 3 and 5 students will start their tests at 8:45am on the dates outlined.  
Please refer to Compass for more information about NAPLAN. 
 

 

NO SCHOOL ON MONDAY 9 th MARCH 
Due to the Labour Day public holiday on Monday 9th March, Bellbridge Primary School will be closed (including 
Camp Australia services). We hope our families have plans to make the most of the upcoming long weekend.  
 

 

BUDDIES WEEK ï wear a touch of purple on Monday 2/3  
Next week is Buddies Week. Better Buddies is an initiative of the Alannah and Madeline 
Foundation, designed to create a safe and supportive environment where everyone feels 
valued. Throughout the week students enjoy spending time with their buddy classes, 
participating in shared activit ies that promote kindness and inclusion. We encourage students to 
wear a touch of purple on Monday 2nd March in support of the Alannah & Madeline Foundation.  

mailto:bellbridge.ps@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.bellbridgeps.vic.edu.au/
https://www.facebook.com/BellbridgePrimary3029
https://www.bellbridgeps.vic.edu.au/policies-and-forms.html
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PRINCIPALôS MESSAGE 

 

Wellbeing Update ï Term 1 
A warm welcome back to another school year! The beginning of the year is all about building relationships, 
establishing routines, and helping students feel safe, connected and ready to learn. Weôre already seeing 
many positive starts across the school and look forward to continuing to partner with families to support every 
childôs wellbeing. 
 
Attendance & Arriving on Time ï Why It Matters  
Being at school every day and arriving on time has a big impact on childrenôs learning, confidence and sense 
of belonging. When students arrive late or miss days, they can feel unsettled, miss key learning and struggle 
to reconnect with their peers and routines. 
You can support your child by: 
¶ Aiming for consistent daily attendance wherever possible 

¶ Arriving on time so your child can settle in calmly and start the day positively 

¶ Letting the school know if your child is absent and why 

If mornings are tricky or attendance is becoming a challenge, please reach out ï weôre here to support you 
and your child. 
 
Routines at Home & School  
Strong routines help children feel safe and ready to learn. At school, we focus on clear expectations, 
predictable routines and supportive check-ins to help students settle into their day. 
Helpful routines at home include: 
¶ Consistent bedtimes and morning routines 

¶ Preparing bags, uniforms and lunches the night before 

¶ Calm, predictable mornings where possible 

¶ Talking positively about school and friendships 

Small routines make a big difference to how children feel when they walk through the school gates. 
 
Staff Update ï Congratulations to Mrs Milne  and welcome Ms Parker  
We wish Mrs Milne all the very best as she begins her maternity leave. She has made a wonderful contribution 
to our wellbeing work. 
While Mrs Milne is on leave, we are pleased to welcome Ms Parker to the team. Ms Parker is well known in 
our community and was the Grade 1 PLC Leader in 2025. Rebecca is joining us as our Pedagogy Coach and 
will be based in the Wellbeing Office. She will be working alongside staff to strengthen classroom practices 
that support student engagement, learning and wellbeing. You may see Ms Parker around the school getting 
to know students, families and staff. 
 
Working Together to Support Wellbeing  
The start of the year can be a big adjustment for some children. Itôs normal for students to take time to settle 
into new classes, friendships and routines. Our teachers and Wellbeing Team are actively supporting students 
with: 
¶ Building friendships and peer connections 

¶ Learning school expectations 

¶ Developing emotional regulation and resilience 

¶ Seeking help when something doesnôt feel right 

If you notice any changes at home or have concerns about your childôs wellbeing, please let us know. The 
earlier we work together, the better we can support a positive school experience. 
 
Staying Connected  
Strong partnerships between home and school make a real difference. Please continue to communicate with 
your childôs classroom teacher or the Wellbeing Team if you have questions, concerns, or information that may 
help us support your child. 
Weôre looking forward to a positive year of learning, growth and connection with our school community. Thank 
you for your ongoing support as we work together to help every child feel safe, supported and ready to learn. 
 

Warm regards, 

Pene Toose  

Assistant Principal (Wellbeing), Bellbridge Primary School 
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PREP LEARNING  
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GRADE 1 LEARNING  

 
In Grade 1, we have been learning all about our families. We have shared how our families are the same and 
how they are different from one another. Grade 1 students then wrote a sentence about what was different and 
drew a detailed picture to match. 
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GRADE 2 LEARNING  

 
Grade 2 students have been exploring emotional literacy. We have been describing feelings and emotions and 
building our vocabulary to include emotions such as proud, excited, frustrated, calm, silly, afraid and hopeful. 
This week we read the text In My Heart by Jo Witek, and we described experiences where we have felt 
different emotions. 
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GRADE 3 LEARNING  

 
Over the last fortnight, Grade 3 students have been focusing on place value in maths. This has involved using 

MAB blocks and games of place value yahtzee. As part of their daily revision, students are practicing their 

place value using Daily 10. Have a look at their deep concentration as they use their whiteboards! 
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GRADE 4 LEARNING  

 
Students in Grade 4 created posters explaining the three levels of government and how they work together to 
serve our community. 
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GRADE 5 LEARNING  

 

Grade 5 students have been learning about the importance of staying safe both in and out of the water, as well 
as how to protect themselves online. Through discussions they explored key water safety skills such as 
recognising hazards, swimming between the flags, and knowing what to do in an emergency. They also 
examined strategies for online safety, including protecting personal information, being respectful, and seeking 
help from a trusted adult when needed. 
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GRADE 6 LEARNING  

 

Our Grade 6 students have had a wonderful time celebrating what makes each of them uniquely them! We 
kicked off by brainstorming all the special qualities, interests, and experiences that shape who we are. Then, 
everyone got creative with vibrant, colourful silhouettes that burst with personalityðcapturing our shared 
similarities and beautiful differences in style. 
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MATHS LEARNING  

 
Estimating and predicting: Water-based activities 
 
To help students gain a sense of capacity you can try pouring water into different containers and make 
estimates of how much water it can hold. For example, with a measuring cup, your child can test how many 
cups they will need to fill up an ice cream container. Then try this out using different containers and cups. 

Another water experiment you could do is testing how many drops of water a coin could hold. To do this, you 
will need a pipette filled with water and a coin. First make an estimate of how may drops the coin will hold. 
Then begin adding drops of water one by one. You will begin to see the concept of surface tension taking 
place. You might also want to try this out with coins of different sizes. 

 

Lastly, another experiment your child can easily try out at home is testing how many coins a raft made of foil 
could hold. You will need a roll of aluminium foil to make a 'boat' to hold the coins. You may also want to try 
making various types of 'boats' to see if there is a design that can hold the most coins. Then place the boat in 
a container of water (make sure it can float). Start placing coins on the boat one by one until it begins to sink. 
How many coins did it hold? Is there a way you could make the boat stronger? Does the size of the coin make 
it harder for the boat to float? Give it a try! 
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TERM 1, WEEK 5 ATTENDANCE UPDATE 
 
Please refer to the table below for the percentage achieved by each class in Week 1-4, as well as the average 
percentage per year level. We are aiming for an average of 3 or less days absent per student each term.  
 
Well done to all the Grades for being under our target and to Prep B, 1A, 2C, 3D, 4C, 5B and 6A for receiving 
class awards at assembly. 

 
 

 

 

Prep A ς 0.80 1A ς 0.67 2A ς 1.35 3A ς 2.73 4A ς 1.76 5A ς 1.35 6A ς 0.81 

Prep B ς 0.62 1B ς 0.87 2B ς 1.75 3B ς 1.81 4B ς 1.12 5B ς 1.13 6B ς 1.36 

Prep C ς 0.72 1C ς 2.31 2C ς 1.05 3C ς 1.62 4C ς 0.84 5C ς 1.36 6C ς 1.97 

Prep D ς 1.75   3D ς 1.50   6D ς 0.97 

        

Average: 0.98 Average: 1.29 Average: 1.39 Average: 1.92 Average: 1.24 Average: 1.28 Average: 1.28 
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AFL Umpiring Academy - WFNL 
 
 

Over many years the Western Football Netball League has had a proud history of providing many umpires to AFL ranks. 
A number of years ago in conjunction with the AFL we set up three academies in the western region to cater for students 
(female and male) in the area to be able to pursue their football ambitions without interfering with their school aims, or 
conflicting with other commitments. In this time, with the cooperation of the schools and teachers we have been the 
leaders throughout Australia in providing to students - 
 

¶ A safe environment to pursue their umpiring skills 

¶ A system that has encouraged them to continue playing football whilst also looking at another aspect of football 

¶ The opportunity to develop the following skills: 
- Management 
- Control/Confidence 
- Decision Making 
- Leadership 
- Communication 

¶ Ability to earn pocket money in pursuing something they both like and keeps them fit and active 

¶ A space that allows brothers/ sisters/ parents/ friends to join together in participating in a sport that caters for all 
ages and gender 

 
The three academies have been established at- 
 

¶ MacKillop College, Werribee 

¶ Saltwater Reserve, Point Cook 

¶ Hogans Road Reserve, Hoppers Crossing. 
 
These Academies operate on Monday nights between 4.00-5.00 pm. 
In 2026 they will commence on Monday 2nd March. 
 
We also have an academy at our Umpires HQ - Hanmer Reserve, Yarraville on a Thursday night between 5.00 ï 
6.00 pm commencing Wednesday 5th March ( for two weeks then reverting to Thursdayôs). 
 
 

We ask you to distribute the attached to your students in the hope a number will take up this worthwhile venture. 
 
If you have any further questions, please contact: 
 
Terry OôDonnell 
terry.o.donnell@live.com.au 
0439724545 
 
Lachlan Harty 
lachlan.harty@wfnl.com.au 
0456950480 
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