BELEBRIDGE NEWS

Bellbridge

Primary School

Telephone: 9749 6161

Address: 120 Bellbridge Drive, Hoppers Crossing, 3029
Email: bellbridge.ps@education.vic.gov.au

. % S Website: www.bellbridgeps.vic.edu.au

Individual Paths, United Joumey Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/BellbridgePrimary3029

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER

Thursday 30" July - PJ Day

Friday 31% July - P-2 assembly (2:00pm in Gym)

Friday 7"" August - Second Hand Uniform Shop (8:00-8:30am)

Friday 7" August - Principals Day

Friday 7" August - 3-6 assembly (2:00pm in Gym)

Thursday 13" August - Grade 5 excursion to Hoppers Crossing SC

Thursday 13" August - Gr 6 excursion to Youth Services & Hoppers Crossing SC
Friday 14" August - Curriculum Day (student free day)

PLEASE NOTE: COMPASS is the main form of communication between school and home Jtis
important that all families are using this communication tool. If you are un able to login, or have
forgotten your password, please contact the school and our office staff will be happy to assist

CURRICULUM DAY

Please note that Friday 14th August will be a student-free Curriculum Day. Camp Australia will be providing
care for any families that require this service. To book, please contact Camp Australia directly on 1300 105
343 or via info@campaustralia.com.au. Bookings are essential.

PJ DAY

On Thursday 30th July, students and staff are encouraged to wear PJs to school for our annual PJ Day.
School uniform may be worn, if preferred. Please ensure that appropriate shoes are worn (or brought to school
to change into) for playing outdoors, rather than your child's favourite fluffy slippers!

SCHOOL POLICIES

Bellbridge Primary School continually review and update our polices according to DET guidelines. All policies
are available from our school website via: https://www.bellbridgeps.vic.edu.au/policies-and-forms.html. If you
have any suggestions, comments or question about the policies or our practices, please contact the school via
9749 6161 or bellbridge.ps@education.vic.gov.au.

2027 ENROLMENTS NOW OPEN

Enrolments for students starting Prep/Foundation in 2027 are now open. Please refer to our website via
https://www.bellbridgeps.vic.edu.au/enrolments.html for an enrolment form and more information regarding
how to enrol at our school. School tours operate every Monday morning (bookings are essential so contact
9749 6161 to book). For any queries regarding enrolments, contact us via 9749 6161 or email
enrolment@bellbridgeps.vic.edu.au.

WYNDHAM CITY COUNCIL LIBRAR IES

Refer to https://www.wyndham.vic.gov.au/services/libraries for information about local Library
services, including community events on offer in the coming months.

Supporting Healthy Learning Environments
We continue to follow Department of Education guidelines to promote healthy indoor learning environments. By being mindful
of strongly scented products, we can help create a comfortable and inclusive space for all students and staff.
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PRINCIPAL® SMESSAGE

Dear Bellbridge community,

Welcome back to Term 3. | hope everyone enjoyed a safe and relaxing break and had the opportunity to
spend quality time with family and friends. It has been wonderful to welcome our students back to school and
see them settle so quickly into their learning. There is already a fantastic sense of enthusiasm across the
school as students reconnect with friends, embrace new learning opportunities and continue striving to
achieve their personal best.

Term 3 is always a busy and rewarding term, with many exciting learning experiences, school events and
opportunities for students to demonstrate their growth. Our staff have spent time planning engaging learning
programs that will continue to challenge and support every student as they progress throughout the year,
building on assessments and reporting from Semester 1.

This week also marks our Parent-Teacher Conferences, providing a valuable opportunity for families and
teachers to come together to celebrate each child's achievements, discuss their progress and identify goals for
the remainder of the year. These conversations are an important part of the strong partnership we share with
families, and we encourage all parents and carers to attend if they have booked an interview.

I would also like to sincerely thank our school community for the patience, understanding and support you
have shown throughout the ongoing industrial action. We appreciate that the changing circumstances may
have created uncertainty for some families, and we are grateful for your flexibility as we work to minimise
disruption to student learning. Please be assured that we will continue to communicate with families promptly
as we receive updates and advice from the Department of Education, ensuring you have the latest information
to help plan for your family.

At Bellbridge Primary School, we know that students achieve the greatest success when schools and families
work together. Whether it is supporting reading at home, maintaining regular attendance, attending school
events or encouraging a positive attitude towards learning, your partnership plays a vital role in helping every
child thrive.

Our school values continue to guide everything we do. We encourage every member of our community to
model and demonstrate what it means to Be Responsible, Be Respectful, Be Safe and Be a Learner. These
values create the positive, inclusive environment that allows every student to feel safe, connected and ready to
learn.

As we begin another exciting term, I'd also like to remind families about road safety during drop-off and pick-up
times. Please use the designated parking areas, observe all parking restrictions and speed limits, and avoid
stopping in the bus zone at the front of the school. The behaviours we model are often the ones our children
learn, and together we can help ensure our school remains a safe place for everyone.

Thank you for your continued support of Bellbridge Primary School. | look forward to another wonderful term of
learning, growth and celebrating the many achievements of our students.

Warm regards,
Christopher Pugh
Principal

Bellbridge Primary School
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| PREP LEARNING

In Prep, we have been learning to add two collections together to find the total. One of our favourite activities
was turning our classroom into a restaurant! Students chose items from a menu of popular foods and then

"paid" for their meals by pasting pretend $1 coins into their books. They counted all the coins to work out the
total cost, giving them a fun and hands-on way to practise their addition skills.
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GRADE 1 LEARNING

Grade 1 students have been reading The Three Little Pigs. They have been creating settings, puppets and
writing about the story. They are currently working really hard to create a PowerPoint presentation to retell the
story. We are so proud of the Grade 1 students for all of their hard work.
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GRADE 2 LEARNING

Grade 2s started Term 3 learning how to have a growth mindset and all about the Australian seasons.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION LEARNING

Prepi Grade 2 Physical Education: Gymnastics Unit

This term, our Prep to Grade 2 students have thoroughly enjoyed participating in our Gymnastics unit during
Physical Education. Throughout the program, students have developed their fundamental movement skills by
exploring a range of balances, rolls, jumps, landings and travelling movements using mats and gymnastics
equipment.

A strong focus has been placed on body control, coordination, flexibility and strength, while encouraging
students to build confidence as they learn new skills in a safe and supportive environment. Students have also
been learning the importance of following safety rules, taking turns, showing resilience when attempting
challenging movements, and celebrating each other's successes.

It has been wonderful to see students grow in confidence and independence throughout the unit, with many
proudly demonstrating their favourite gymnastics sequences. We are incredibly proud of the enthusiasm,
perseverance and positive attitudes shown by all students as they challenged themselves and continued to
improve their skills.

YT
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AUSLAN LEARNING

Prep

Prepstudentshave enjoyed | earning AThe Transport Songo. T
transport and verbs (action words). They have also been learning to translate English words into Auslan signs

and vice versa. They have learnt to sign everyday objects that they use in the classroom such as pencil,

scissors, crayons, glue sticks, book and coloured pencils.

Grade 1

Grade 1 students have been learning that some aspects of Auslan are the same as English. Some examples

of these are O6Thumbs up, Wavi ng,Grddalcstudehts have peerelearsingo n 8
how to AFingerspell o the Auslan Al phabet, in particu
played games to help with recognition and the signing of the Auslan Alphabet. They are learning to introduce
themselves by signingA My name i séé. 06 and to ask others, AWhat I

Grade 3

Grade 3 students have been learning about Deaf Culture. They have been trying to communicate without a voice
by working out a short conversation with a partner by mouthing the words without any sound. Their partner then
tried to work out what was being said. They have been discussing what it would be like to be deaf and thinking
about ways to include everyone.
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Grade 4

Grade 4 students have been learning about Deaf Culture. They
S8 2 have been discussing reasons for learning about Auslan and how
a ; ) . :
I the deaf community are in a hearing world and understanding ways
the hearing-impaired overcome barriers they encounter.
They have been practicing their Auslan fingerspelling after

game involving spelling their
names. Also, numerous other words for their partner to guess.

Grade 6
Grade 6 students have been learning about Deaf Culture and what it is like to be deaf. They have watched
videos of deaf students at a school signing and discussed ways overcoming barriers the deaf community

encounters. They have completed a AFingerspelling Quizbo
of fingerspelling.

completing a fnFi nge rségvebednplayiggaQui z

narnmn

an
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S.T.E.M. LEARNING

Over the last few weeks in S.T.E.M, our Grade 2 students explored what S.T.E.M is all about and discovered
how science, technology, engineering and mathematics help us understand and solve problems in the world
around us. They also discussed and explored "What is a scientist?" and shared our ideas about what scientists
do and the many ways they make discoveries. Students had the opportunity to get creative by designing and
drawing their very own scientist, demonstrating their imagination and their growing understanding that anyone
can be a scientist!
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MATHS LEARNING

Kids all seem tmathsladiwties. Thésa tppdssof tasks dave many benefits including reinforcing
maths concepts whilst encouraging participation, boosting confidence and sparking a love of learning! Prompt
your child to think creatively and outside the box when brainstorming solutions; be willing to experiment and try
different approaches until they find the best solution and discuss strategies.

Geometric Tessellations

A tessellation is a pattern made up of shapes that fit together without any gaps or overlaps. They can be very
simple and effective, or quite complex!

You will need:
Square or rectangular card T heavy duty is best!

Pencils.
Erasers.

Coloured markers, crayons or paint.

= = =4 =4 A

Ruler (optional, for neat lines).

The activity :
1. Choose a simple geometric shape, such as a square, triangle, hexagon, or even a more complex
shape like a parallelogram. The shape chosen will form the building block for the tessellation.

2. Draw it on a piece of paper, manipulating the shape. Rotate the shape, reflect (flip) the shape, or
translate it (slide to different positions). The key is to not overlap the shapes and not leave any
gaps. The aim is to fill the whole page.

3. Once complete, colour it in, using different colours to create patterns within the tessellation or explore
symmetrical colour patterns to add visual interest.

Your child may also like to create a tessellation digitally! https://www.nctm.org/Classroom-
Resources/llluminations/Interactives/Tessellation-Creator/
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SECOND HAND-
UNIFORM SHOP

OPEN. LOCATION.  ¢a
FIRST FRIDAY EACH MONTH | REWARDS SHOP 5o

8:00AM-8:30AM (near Gate Y)

-k

For more DONATIONS WELCOME

information, call Please ensure all donations are
us on.. 9749 6161 washed and in good condition.

Bellbridge
Primary School
Individual Paths, United Journey :
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Bellbridge

Primary School

Individual Paths, United Journeyg

Now Taking
enrolmenTs!

Scan the QR code or visit We offer school tours every

Monday at 9am.

Please contact our school
office to make a booking.
Ph: 9749 6161

bellbridgeps.vic.edu.au/enrolmentshimi

for more information about
enrolling your child at
Bellbridge Primary School.
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Outside School Hours Care 1\/\/5 @ Camp
Australla

Newsletter el

T.3, Wk1,2, 32026
Your .
OSHC- ROCKETEERS

Bellbridge Primary School

Hi Everyone!

New Families — We are continuing to see new families join our service. Thank you for trusting us
with your child/ren.

Bookings — We encourage you to book your child/ren in advance, with as much time as possible,
as we cannot risk the occurrence of being non-compliant with ratios, qualifications, supervision
needs, medical needs and inclusion needs.

We have had to cap sessions and turn families away multiple times.

Please boaok your child/ren into our sessions at least 48 hours’ prior to when needed.

Rocketeers / Holiday Program — We had a very successful Rocketeers program. We averaged 30-
40 children per day and it was amazing to see the Bellbridge children welcome those children
from other schools with understanding, smiles and friendship. Great effort by Bellbridge!

Questionnaires — When signing your child/ren in and out, could you please take a moment to
read the question of the week at our parents table, and write a response for us to add to our
National Quality Standards wall. This helps us document family needs, wants and ideas for
changes within service, as well as documenting our relationships with families. We also use
these responses to critically reflect about our program and expertise within OSHC. All feedback
is welcome and we encourage positive criticism. We would even love to see some Child/rens’
vaoices through this process if possible.

Signing in / out - We would like to remind families to sign in and out.

We cannot stress how important this is.

From your Service Leader, Bianca
and educator team: Lauren, Zainab, Abhi, Condelisa and Casual Educators <>
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Outside School Hours Care

Newsletter

7.3, Wk 1, 2, 32026

Bellbridge Primary School

Service

Leader

| 2m the Service Leader 2t our Camp Australiz

service, at Bellbridge Primary School.

| am married and got married in April 2024 at

Melbourne Zoo, to my husband, James.

James and |

w

re local volunteers within the CFA.

| am 2 Stepmother to two children. Jackis
currently 8 yearsold and Lucyiscurrently 12
years old.

We have two fluffballs at home, cats! Mocha is
8 years old and Teebs is nearly 20 years old.

| have been in the education/childcareindustry

sincethe beginningof2011.

Bellbridge Primary School was the first OSHC
service | have worked for, and | began here in
July 2022.

For a little while, | had stepped up as Regional
Mznzger for the West Region for approximately
9 months over 2024/2025.

| enjoy long drives, staycation adventures
within Melbourne and watching AFL. Go

Doggies!

3

(@2

Camp
Australia

Guiding Children’s Growth

Your
OSHC.

.

ROCKETEERS

i
! csnIram
'-._.L‘:.mgll -1l
LY g~y e
FicalLL
Second in
g ,".Y‘"r' -(1
am the first assistant and second in charge, here at
0 st ce, at Bellb =
choo
ave bes ngwith C Australias 22021
and bag at E ridee P ary in May 202
completed my Certificate 3 in Childhood Educatic
and Cara in 2013, Certificate 4 in Youth in
2021 and I've recently com plomaof
School Agad Ca
At home a with my fiance Ange 0
studying ta bea nurs e have 2 pats who
adore. My old i=dy 0 52 15-year-oid Jac
Russe nd my cat W ho | found as 2 kitten
zve 2 big family and am theoldest of mza
blings. | have 2 full sisters, 3 half-sister, 2
stepsisters and 2 stepbrothe
n my free time | love to wat ovies, TV shows
cartoonsand 1US 2lso enjoy crafting
nd sewing time. | 2 ove natureand
an alsand love to learmm 2 It them
2 pop cultureand & sbout many thingsthe
children hereat B ridge are interested
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Bellbridge Primary School

Abhirami
Padman

Parul
Patel

et Assistant
| am an assistant here. I've been working as an educator with Camp Australia
for the pastyear, and 1 am cumrently completing my
I have been working as an educator within CA since Diploma in Early Childhood Education and Care.

2022. | fike working with children.
| am 3 warm, caning and passionate educator who
truly loves spending time with the children and enjoy
my job here.

1 enjoy travelling and s=eing naw places. | also ike
watching movies and TV.

1am also 3 proud Mum to a 5 year old boy.

| love painting and | 3kso eniov plavinz Badminton.

Condelisa

Majak

Zainab
Qasem

Assistant Assistant

Hi! My name iz Zainaband I'm one of the regular casual
educators atCamp Australia OSHC.
| have been working as a casual educator 3t CA since
2024. | enjoy my work as it provides an enjoyable, safe
and positive environment for everyones.

| live with my family and Rio is our cat.

my law studies £3 | enjoy cooking and going for walks on the bsach.
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Outside School Hours Care 1\/\/j @ Camp
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Newsletter o

1.3, Wk. 1, 2, 32026
. i Your vl
OSHC. rockereers

Bellbridge Primary School

Complaints, Concerns, Opinions, Points to Raise

It has come to our attention, through discussion with school leadership, that there are some
families that may not be aware of the complaints procedure or how to raise any concerns,
points, opinions, etc.

Through discussion with my company leadership, | have been reminded of our process and
encourage you as our clients to review this area and check out your end of things on our App.

So, the app that you register and book with, is the same portal that you can file a complaint,
concern, opinion, raise a query, etc.

By doing this via the portal and via customer care, it will mean that your voice is being heard,
reordered, registered and followed up with C.A. leadership, not just us in service or on the
ground. This is a great way for our management, leadership, head office to keep track of
concerns, complaints and have yourself contacted by someone in head office, rather than us on
the ground.

1) File complaint, concern, etc.

2) It will be received from Customer Care and distributed to necessary contacts with 48

hours.
3) Someone from head office, C.A leadership will contact you with 48 hours of receiving that
info from Customer Care.
4) Matter gets followed up, reflected upon, discussed, actioned, etc.

5) Matter gets closed — however, does not disappear and can be looked back on at any

time.

If you feel your concern, complaint, etc. has not been followed up appropriately, please get in
contact with one of us in service, or call head office directly.

5am —9pm

customercare@campaustralia.com.au or osch@campaustralia.com.au

1300 105 343

July 2026 Page 16



Outside School Hours Care Camp

Australia
Newsletter {i} sl
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Bellbridge Primary School

Important Dates Awards:
Congratulations to the following
e Friday 14" August — Bellbridge Primary School children, for receiving our awards at
Clased assembly in the last two weeks.
e Friday 14" August — CA OSHC, running full day Prep — Gr. 2:
PFD program — space is limited so please book in Chisay, Sumaira,
ASAP. Avanna and Isabella.F.
e Friday 18" September — Last Day of Term 3. CA Gr.3-Gr. 6:

OSHC running from when school finishes. Elijah, Kobe

e Rocketeers / Holiday Program — Monday 21

September till Friday 2™ October.

Rocketeers / Holiday program:

Each holiday period, we run a holiday program called Rocketeers. This is a time where Head
Office plan our activities and themes for each day.

Bookings are not open for September/October Holiday period, however, we will keep you
posted and publish within newsletter when they are.

You may be eligible to apply for Child Care Subsidy (CCS) during the holiday period.
Bookings are essential.

This is due to spots being limited and we need necessary time and allowances for planning
such as resources, buses, educators, excursion times, compliance needs, etc.
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Bellbridge Primary School

On the menu Activities Contact Details:
e Pasta * Physical Activity and Before School Care: 6.30am — 8.10am
e Noodles Outdoor play — Soccer,

e Rice Basketball, School After School Care: 2.40pm — 6.00pm

e Tinned Food Outdoor Playgrounds.

e Breakfast Cereal, © [in€Motoractivities: Rocketeers & PFD: 7.00am — 6.00pm

toast, spreads Pl g

e Pita Bread & Salsa imaginative plaly, sensory p—
e Yoghurt & Fruit play, constructions, bellbridge@oshccampaustralia.com.au
transport.
Salad P -
e Popcorn e Educators spending time Mobile: 0423 793 825
in classrooms continues.
e Scrolls

Medical needs and Diagnhosis

Here at CA, Bellbridge, our priority is Children’s health and safety.

If your child/ren has any of the following, please provide medication, action plans, letter of
diagnosis, aids/strategies, necessary documentation, etc.

ADHD, Autism, other learning aspects

Allergies, Anaphylaxis, Asthma, Intolerance, Diabetes, Epilepsy, etc.

Register free and book in 24/7 via our app

To attend our program, you must register your child. You can register an
account with us at pp.campaustralia.com.au or by downloading our Camp
Australia smartphone app from the Apple App Store or on Google Play.
Once registered, it's easy to make bookings and manage your account.

2 Download on the GETITON
’ App Store » Google Play

Find out more and book now at www.campaustralia.com.au
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How can you support phonics
learning at home?

Learning to read takes time and encouragement, and
everyone learns at their own pace.

It's important to celebrate your child’s small wins and
encourage them to keep trying, even when it’s hard.
When children enjoy learning, they stay motivated and
build a strong reading foundation.

Making phonics practice fun is the best way to keep
them engaged. Here are some activities you can stick

on the fridge and do at home with your child:

Read together

Choose a favourite
book and read it
together.

Sand or salt
trays

Trace letters in salt or
sand while saying the
sound aloud.

Nursery rhymes
and poems

Use rhymes to spot
sound patterns and
shared letters.

Phonics jump

Write letters on the
floor. Call out a sound
and jump to it.

Phonics bingo

Create cards with
letters/words. Call
out a sound and ask
your child to find the
matching card.

Playdough
letters

Make letters with
playdough, saying the
sounds as you make
them.

Sound hunt

Find objec'ts around
the house that start
with a specific sound
(e.g., /s/).

Sound labels

Label objects (e.g., the
door with /d/). Sound
it out every time you
pass.

Victorian Academy
of Teaching and Leadership

\@p S

Memory games

Use flashcards with

letters and images (like

‘Cc’ and ‘cat’) to find
matching pairs.

Hopscotch with
sounds

Draw a hopscotch grid
with letters. Say the
sound as you hop on
each letter.

Word hunt

Hide word cards. Have
your child find and
read them aloud.

Sound of the
day/week

Choose one sound
(like /a/). Listen for it
in conversation, TV, or
books.

I spy

Play ‘I spy,’ focusing on
the starting sound (e.g.,
“... begins with /b/").

Phonics songs

Find fun phonics

songs online that use
repetition and music to
remember the sounds.

Letter collage

Cut out pictures from
magazines that start
with a specific sound
and make a collage.

Make your own

Have fun making up
your own activities
using sounds and
words!

0.0
Parents @Victoria
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Understanding phonics:

a guide for parents,
carers and families

This guide explains what
phonics is, why it is important,
and how you can support your
child’s learning at home

Reading is a foundational life skill and a
source of pleasure and wonder.

The teaching of phonics is o key
component in helping children become
confident, fluent readers.

Phonics links sounds to their letters.

%Vlctonan Academy

of Teaching and Leadership

How is phonics
taught in schools?

The key elements of phonics are:

> Phonemes: the smallest sounds in
words (like the /k/ sound in "cat’).

> Graphemes: the letters or groups of
letters that represent those sounds (like
the letter ‘c’ in ‘cat’).

> Blending: putting sounds together to
read o word (e.g., /k/ o/ /t/ becomes
‘cat’).

» Segmenting: breaking words down
into sounds to spell them (e.g, ‘chat’
becomes /ch/ fo/ /t)).

Phonics is taught in o step-by-step way.
Children start with the simplest sounds
(like /¢/, fo/, and /t/) and slowly move to
more complex sound-letter patterns (like
fee/ as in 'bee’ or foa/ as in ‘clogk’).

b ¢

£9

Ijm W

IV

Students learn to recd words by
recognising these sound-letter
relationships,

Phonics instruction is a highly effective
way to teach children to read words
accurately,

It builds decoding skills—sounding

out words—which help students

figure out unfamiliar words. Phonics
gives children the tools to understond
patterns in text, boosting their reading
fluency and comprehension.

Oecarimans
R

Parentsﬁ\ﬁctoda z ‘”’

§§2§

This is called systematic synthetic
phonics

Children learn sounds first Then they
practise blending those sounds together
to read whole words.

Teachers have many different ways to
make phonics lessons engaging. This
might include short, focused lessons
which incorporate both reading and
writing. They may also play games, like
the ones suggested in this guide.

What if my child is = @'
=

struggling with phonics?

If your child is having trouble, talk to their
teacher. Some children just need a little
extra practice or a personclised tecching
approach.

For more information, please see:
www.academy.vic.gov.au/resources/
understanding-phonics

This guide was produced by the Victorion Academy of Teoching and Leadership,

in partnership with Parents Victoria

MVictorian Academy

of Teaching and Leadership
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Understanding maths
anxiety: a guide for
parents and carers

You don’t need to be a maths whiz to make a difference.
There are simple things you can do to help your child build the
skills and confidence they need so they can thrive in maths.

1. Talk positively about maths at home

The way parents and carers talk about maths (sometimes
referred to as numeracy) has a powerful impact on how
children feel about the subject.

When maths is spoken about negatively at home, children
are more likely to experience maths anxiety — a sense of
fear or worry when faced with mathematical tasks. This
anxiety can lead to lower achievement and/or avoidance of
maths altogether.

On the other hand, positive maths talk - like emphasising
effort, persistence, and everyday usefulness — can foster a
growth mindset. This is the belief that abilities improve with
practice and hard work.

2. Build confidence in maths

A home environment that values effort over right answers
can build confidence. Showing curiosity and talking through
problem-solving helps children see maths as a skill that can
be developed. There is also growing research that suggests
some children, particularly girls, may experience higher
levels of maths anxiety, making confidence-building support
especially important.

3. Work with your child’s school

When schools and families partner together, children are
more likely to feel confident and positive about maths.

Parents can support maths learning at home by using
simple, step-by-step approaches that connect to what their
child already knows. By building on familiar everyday tasks,
giving them time to practice, and offering encouragement,
you help them gain the confidence to tackle more
challenging problems.

This guide was produced by the Victorian Academy of Teaching and Leadership, in partnership with Parents Victoria.

Victorian Academ 22 icependet N g
of Teaching and Leczdershipy Parents @\ﬁctoria a.""?.: Elaa Schools\ictora %\, \{é’ Z“A‘:‘E":"“
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