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BELLBRIDGE NEWS 
 

Telephone: 9749 6161  Address: 120 Bellbridge Drive, Hoppers Crossing, 3029 Email: bellbridge.ps@education.vic.gov.au 
Website: www.bellbridgeps.vic.edu.au 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/BellbridgePrimary3029  
 

 

 

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER   

Tuesday 23rd June     - Junior Hoop Time (selected Grade 3 & 4 students) 
Tuesday 23rd June     - 5A and 5C Bike Education 
Wednesday 24th June    - Grade 1 incursion (Aussie Wildlife) 
Thursday 25th June     - 5B Bike Education 
Friday 26th June     - Term 2 ends (1:00pm P-6 assembly, 1:40pm dismissal) 
Monday 13th July    - Term 3 begins 
  

PLEASE NOTE:  COMPASS is the main form of communication between school and home . I t is 

important that all families are using this communication tool. If you are un able to login, or have 

forgotten your password, please contact the school and our office  staff  will be happy to assist . 

 

LOST PROPERTY 
Our lost property tub is located outside of the Gym near the administration office. Parents/carers are welcome 
to come in and check lost property before or after school. Lost property is currently overflowing with uniform 
items, drink bottles etc. 
Any uniform items not collected by 3:00pm on Thursday 25th June  will be donated to charity or 
prepared to sell at our Second -Hand Uniform Shop. Other items will be disposed of.  
Please ensure all items your child/children bring to school are clearly labelled, so items can be returned to 
their owner when found. 
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FREE DRESS ON LAST DAY OF TERM 2 
We are having a FREE DRESS DAY on Friday 26th June (last day of Term 2). Students can come out of uniform for 
a GOLD COIN DONATION. The money raised will go towards the Make-A-Wish Foundation. A reminder that we 
have a P-6 assembly at 1:00pm on Friday 26th June, prior to a 1:40pm dismissal.                   
 
 

2027 ENROLMENTS NOW OPEN 
Enrolments for students starting Prep/Foundation in 2027 are now open. Please refer to our website via 
https://www.bellbridgeps.vic.edu.au/enrolments.html for an enrolment form and more information regarding 
how to enrol at our school. School tours operate every Monday morning (bookings are essential so contact 
9749 6161 to book). For any queries regarding enrolments, contact us via 9749 6161 or email 
enrolment@bellbridgeps.vic.edu.au. 
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SCHOOL POLICIES 
Bellbridge Primary School continually review and update our polices according to DET guidelines. All policies 
are available from our school website via: https://www.bellbridgeps.vic.edu.au/policies-and-forms.html. If you 
have any suggestions, comments or question about the policies or our practices, please contact the school via 
9749 6161 or bellbridge.ps@education.vic.gov.au. 
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Supporting Healthy Learning Environments  
We continue to fol low Department of Education guidel ines to promote healthy indoor learning environments. By being mindful 
of strongly scented products, we can help create a comfortable and inclusive space for al l  students and staff .  
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mailto:enrolment@bellbridgeps.vic.edu.au
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PRINCIPALôS MESSAGE 

 

Dear students, parents, carers and staff, 

What an extraordinary term it has been. As we close the book on Term 2, I want to take a moment to celebrate 

just how much our school community has achieved together in our classrooms, on our sporting fields, on 

stage, and in the quiet, everyday moments that make Bellbridge such a special place to learn and grow. 

From the Grade 3-6 Athletics Carnival and the buzz of Education Week, to author visits, Buddies Week, Crazy 

Hair Day, National Reconciliation Week, and our Grade 6 students' incredible two-day STEM enrichment 

program with Wyndham Tech School and Werribee Open Range Zoo, Term 2 has been packed with learning, 

laughter and connection. A full wrap-up of term highlights is included later in this newsletter. 

I'm also pleased to share that our preliminary NAPLAN and Victorian Curriculum data continues to show 

pleasing growth across Reading, Writing and Numeracy, a true reflection of the consistent, high-quality 

teaching happening in every classroom. Semester 1 reports are available to families via Compass, and Term 3 

parent-teacher conferences will provide a further opportunity to discuss your child's progress in detail. 

Thank you, as always, to our wonderful staff, families and students for everything you bring to our school 

community. I hope you enjoy a restful and safe term break, and I look forward to welcoming everyone back for 

the start of Term 3 on Monday 13th July. 

 

A Fond Farewell to Mr Sisson  

It is with a genuine mix of pride and sadness that we farewell Mike Sisson, our much-loved STEM teacher, at 

the end of this term. After 21 remarkable years at Bellbridge Primary School, Mike has made the decision to 

step away from teaching to pursue a new path. 

Over more than two decades, Mike has shaped the learning of generations of Bellbridge students from circuits 

and coding to claymation, woodcraft and robotics and was instrumental in building our school's STEM program 

into something our students genuinely love. Just weeks ago, he led a group of our Grade 6 ñSTEM starsò on a 

wonderful two-day enrichment excursion with Wyndham Tech School and Werribee Open Range Zoo, a fitting 

final adventure after so many years of inspiring curiosity in our students. 

Mike will finish up with us at the end of this term and take leave throughout Term 3. He has generously agreed 

to return for occasional days in Term 4 to support a smooth handover of the STEM program and our 1:1 

netbook program, ahead of his official end date. 

On behalf of the whole Bellbridge community staff, students and families ð thank you, Mike, for your 

dedication, your professionalism, and the warmth you have brought to our school for 21 years. You have made 

an enormous and lasting contribution to this school and to the lives of so many of our students. We wish you 

every happiness and success in this exciting new chapter, and we hope you'll visit us often. 

All the best, Mike ð from all of us at Bellbridge. 

 

Term 2 wrap up  

As we approach the end of Term 2, we sincerely thank all staff for their dedication, professionalism, and hard 

work throughout the term. Your commitment to delivering high-quality learning experiences has made a 

significant difference to our students' academic growth, while your care, encouragement, and support have 

played a vital role in fostering their wellbeing. The positive impact you have on our students each day is deeply 

appreciated, and we are grateful for the passion and expertise you bring to our school community. Thank you 

for the care, professionalism, and energy you bring each day. Wishing you all a restful and well-deserved 

break, and we look forward to continuing this important work together next term. 

 

Data to Celebrate  

Term 2 Victorian Curriculum scores for English and Mathematics have now been finalised, and we are excited 

to celebrate the learning growth our students have demonstrated throughout the semester. 

Across classrooms, students are showing increased confidence, deeper understanding, and greater 

independence in applying their literacy and numeracy skills. Their achievements reflect the high-quality 

teaching, targeted support, and strong learning opportunities provided every day. 

We are incredibly proud of what our students have achieved and would like to acknowledge the dedication and 

hard work of all teachers and Education Support staff who have contributed to these outstanding outcomes. 
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Attendance  

A big congratulations to our many classes who received attendance awards at assembly this term, and to 

every year level for tracking under our target of 3 or fewer average absence days per student. Every day really 

does count ð thank you to all families for your support in getting students to school on time, every day. 

Please remember to update any unexplained absences for your child in Compass at your earliest 

convenience. If you need any assistance, our office staff are always happy to help. 

 

Semester 1 Reports  

Semester 1 reports were published via Compass on Friday 19th June. Reports include attendance data, 

Learning Characteristics, Approaches to Learning (Effort and Behaviour), and achievement scores for English 

and Maths. Due to the industrial action earlier this term, written comments have been removed from this round 

of reporting; the Term 3 parent-teacher conference will provide a further opportunity to discuss your child's 

progress, achievements and next steps in more detail. 

 

Looking ahead to Term 3  

Term 2 concludes this Friday 26th June, with a whole-school assembly at 1:00pm and a 1:40pm dismissal. 

Term 3 begins for all students on Monday 13th July. We wish every family in our community a safe, restful and 

enjoyable break, and we look forward to welcoming everyone back, refreshed and ready for another wonderful 

term of learning. 

As always, please remember that Compass is our primary channel of communication between school and 

home ð if you're having any trouble logging in, our office team is on hand to help on 9749 6161. 

 

Warm regards, 

Christopher Pugh  

Principal 

Bellbridge Primary School 
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GRADE 3  LEARNING  

 
Over the past few weeks, Grade 3 students have been learning about our environment and how we can show 
respect and responsibility to keep it healthy. We walked to Skeleton Creek and took some photos of the area 
which have been used to make 'Save Our Environment' posters. 
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GRADE 4 LEARNING  

 
As part of our learning, Grade 4 students explored different ecosystems and developed their understanding of 
how living things interact with their environment. They compared two ecosystems using a Venn diagram, 
identifying the similarities and differences between them. This activity encouraged students to think critically 
about the unique features of each ecosystem, including the plants, animals, climate, and habitats, while also 
recognising the characteristics they share. 
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GRADE 5 LEARNING  

 

Grade 5 students have begun exploring the exciting world of chance statistics and data. Students have been 
learning how to collect, organise and interpret data, as well as investigate probability by making predictions 
and testing outcomes. Through hands on activities, they have been conducting experiments, creating graphs 
and analysing results to identify patterns and trends. One of our favourite activities has involved rolling dice to 
investigate probability. Amidst the excitement the mathematical discussions have been fantastic, students 
have been developing valuable skills in reasoning, predicting and analysing data. 
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GRADE 6  LEARNING  

 

This term, our Grade 6 students have been diving into the fascinating world of habitats, exploring how animals 
survive and thrive in a variety of environments. They have been learning about both structural and behavioural 
adaptations, discovering how specific features and actions help animals meet the challenges of their 
surroundings. Students have thoroughly enjoyed researching different animals and bringing their learning to 
life by creating detailed Animal Adaptation cards. These showcase their growing understanding of how 
animals are uniquely equipped to survive in their habitats. 
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S.T.E.M. LEARNING  

 

Grade 6s have gone Makey Makey 
 
Our Grade 6 students studied famous Scientists and Inventors in Term 1, 
from the gifted minds of Leonardo Da Vinci and Albert Einstein to the 
double winning Nobel prize winner Marie Curie and the founder of the 
Nobel prize himself, Alfred Nobel.  
This term, they themselves have become the next great inventors!  
They have studied early electric circuit work, creating a variety of simple 
and parallel circuits. They then went on to create prototypes for future 
invention ideas. 
 

 
 
Combining this circuit knowledge and their creative powers they have created a series of inventions using the 
electronic óMakey-Makeyô devices to turn their netbooks into fun games for their Prep buddies. 
 

   
 
Over 3 weeks they produced Game Controllers (including banana operated versions!), Running Machines and 
Sound Systems. 
 

   
 
They then presented these to their very appreciative Prep buddies who came to test them out and check if 

they were óPrep-Proofô!   
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It was a pleasure to see our Grade 6s act as outstanding role models to our future Bellbridge stars, and our 
delightful Preps left with big smiles and quite a few stickers! 
 

  
 
Well done Grade 6s and thank you to the fun-loving Preps who made the whole learning experience so 

purposeful, and FUN!!!   
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PERFORMING ARTS LEARNING  

 

Our Grade 3 students have continued their musical journey around the 
world by exploring a variety of percussion instruments from different 
countries and cultures. Students have discovered the colourful sounds of 
Boomwhackers from the United States, learnt melodies on the Xylophone 
(mixed origins) and the Glockenspiel from Germany and experimented 
with the rhythmic clicking of Castanets from Spain. It has been wonderful 
to see students build their understanding of how music is created and 
performed in different parts of the world. 
 

 
 
 
Grade 4 students have been focusing on singing while 
accompanying themselves with tuned instruments such as the 
ukulele and performing in ensembles. Through songs such as 
Down by the Bay, students have explored important musical 
concepts including pitch and timing. They have also developed 
their creativity through songwriting activities inspired by The Lion 
Sleeps Tonight, working collaboratively to create and perform their 
own musical ideas.  
 
 

Our Grade 5 students have swapped their guitars for chairs and have been learning the fundamentals of 
drumming through chair drumming. Students have discovered how different parts of a chair can represent 
parts of a drum kit, with the top of the chair acting as the hi-hat, the seat representing the snare drum, and 
their right foot stomping on the floor creating the kick (bass) drum. This has been a fun and engaging way for 
students to develop coordination, rhythm and timing skills. 
 
Grade 6 students have been enjoying their final Performing Arts lessons of primary school through our exciting 
Bellbridgeôs Got Talent unit. Students are preparing performances that showcase their unique talents and 
interests. While some students have chosen traditional Performing Arts acts such as singing and dancing, 
others have created performances featuring sporting skills, magic tricks and other special talents. I am looking 
forward to seeing the creativity, confidence and individuality that our Grade 6 students bring to their final 
showcase in their final lesson. 
 
Celebrating Reconciliation Week, we also had a small group of 
Grade 6 students perform óTook the Children Awayô by Archie 
Roach at a Lunch Time on the pavilion. They certainly drew a 
crowd. Congratulations.  
 
It has been fantastic to see students continue to challenge 
themselves, work collaboratively and express themselves creatively 
through Performing Arts. 
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VICTORIAN HIGH ABILITY PROGRAM (VHAP)  

 

The Victorian High-Ability Program is a free, Victorian Governmentïfunded program delivered through the 
Student Excellence Program. 

The Victorian High Ability Program provides high ability students from Victorian government schools in years 5 
to 8 the opportunity to participate in a 10-week virtual enrichment program. 

This program will focus on tasks that stimulate studentsô critical thinking, problem solving and creativity ï 
enriching their understanding of English and mathematics. 

VHAP runs for one school term. During this time, students will: 

¶ take part in weekly live online lessons during the school day 

¶ learn with other high-ability students from Victorian government schools 

¶ be taught by experienced teachers from Virtual School Victoria (VSV) 

Teachers who have been specifically trained for this virtual learning role run classes each week via Microsoft 
Teams. They engage students through a range of virtual strategies such as, forums, quizzes and blogs at 
Virtual School Victoria Online.  

 
VHAP ï Term 3 

 
For Term 3, five Grade 6 students have been nominated to participate in the VHAP ï Primary English course 
óDown the Rabbit Hole: Overthrowing Plotô. (See summary below). 
 
This course has been designed to enrich and extend students' thinking by engaging them with complex ideas, 
authentic disciplinary practices, and opportunities to think deeply, creatively, and critically within each subject 
area. 
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ENGLISH LEARNING  

 

 



June B 2026                             Page 13 

 

 

 
 
 



June B 2026                             Page 14 

 

 

 

 



June B 2026                             Page 15 

 

 

 



June B 2026                             Page 16 

 

 

 



June B 2026                             Page 17 

 

 

 



June B 2026                             Page 18 

 

 

 



June B 2026                             Page 19 

 

 

 



June B 2026                             Page 20 

 

 

 



June B 2026                             Page 21 

 

 

 


