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Bellbridge

Primary School

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER

Wednesday 11" March - Grade 3 and 5 NAPLAN test (Writing)

Thursday 12" March - 5B Bike Education

Friday 13" March - Grade 4 Golf Clinics

Friday 13" March - P-2 assembly (2:00pm in Gym)

Monday 16" to Friday 20" March - Grade 2 swimming program

Monday 16™ to Friday 20" March - Harmony Week

Monday 16™ March - Grade 3 and 5 NAPLAN test (Reading)

Tuesday 17" March - 5A and 5C Bike Education

Tuesday 17" March - CDC Champions Day (Grade 6 House Captains)
Tuesday 17" March - Grade 3 and 5 NAPLAN test (Conventions of Language)
Wednesday 18" March - Grade 3 and 5 NAPLAN test (Numeracy)

Thursday 19" March - Harmony Day (wear a touch of orange)

Thursday 19" March - 5B Bike Education

Friday 20" March - National Ride to School Day

Friday 20" March - Classroom Helpers Course (8:30-10:30am)

Friday 20" March - 3-6 assembly (2:00pm in Gym)

Monday 23" to Friday 27" March - Grade 1 swimming program

Tuesday 24" March - 5A and 5C Bike Education

Thursday 26™ March - 5B Bike Education

Thursday 26™ March - GRIP Leadership Conference (Grade 6 School Captains)
Friday 27" March - P-2 assembly (2:00pm in Gym)

PLEASE NOTE: COMPASS is the main form of communication between school and home tis
important that all families are using this communication tool. If you are un able to login, or have
forgotten your password, please contact the school and our office staff will be happy to assist

SCHOOL POLICIES

Bellbridge Primary School continually review and update our polices according to DET guidelines. All policies
are available from our school website via: https://www.bellbridgeps.vic.edu.au/policies-and-forms.html. If you
have any suggestions, comments or question about the policies or our practices, please contact the school via
9749 6161 or bellbridge.ps@education.vic.gov.au.

Harmony Week runs from 16i 22 March 2026. Harmony Week is the celebration that recognises our diversity and
brings together Australians from al/l di fferent backg
belonging for everyone.

We are encouraging students and staff to WEAR A TOUCH OF ORANGE on Thursday 19th March , supporting

the message that EVERYONE BELONGS at Bellbridge. Apart from orange items (e.g. hair ribbon, t-shirt, hat),
students should be in full school uniform.

This is not a fundraising event, so therebs no need

NATIONAL RIDE TO SCHOOL DAY

National Ride to School Day is on Friday 20th March. We are encouraging as many staff and students as
possible to travel actively to school, whether it be walking, riding or scooting to school. Remember, if you live
too far away, drop your child off outside of the school boundaries on one of our Active Travel Paths and
encourage them to walk the rest of the way. Students are welcome to wear their house colours to school on
the day. Staff will be on the paths in the morning handing out stickers and bee tokens. Look out for Superbee!
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PRINCIPAL6 SMESSAGE

Dear students, parents/carers and staff,

This weekébés Principal bés report wildl share the amazi

Bellbridge Primary School.
NAPLAN

Our Grade 3 and Grade 5 teachers have been working hard to prepare
students for the upcoming NAPLAN assessments. These assessments
provide an important opportunity for students to demonstrate their skills

in literacy and numeracy. The tests will be conducted in a supportive and
calm environment to help each child feel confident and perform at their
personal best.

During the testing period, we kindly ask that students arrive at school on time and well rested, so they are
ready to do their best. We wish all of our Grade 3 and Grade 5 students the very best of luck and look forward
to reviewing the results and insights from the data next term.

CLASSROOM HELPERS

We would like to sincerely thank the many parents and carers who have supported our classrooms over the
years. Your time, enthusiasm and willingness to help have made a wonderful difference to our learning
environment. Students benefit greatly from the additional support during classroom activities, and it has been
fantastic to see such positive engagement from our school community. We truly appreciate your ongoing
support and look forward to continuing this successful program.

So far, 25 parents/carers have indicated their interest in being involved in the program in 2026. Our Classroom
Helpers Course will be held on Friday 20" March from 8:30am to 10:30am. The course will include three key
components: induction and guidelines, supporting student learning in English, and supporting student learning
in Mathematics. If you have not yet indicated your interest in attending, please contact the office on 9749 6161
or email us via bellbridge.ps@education.vic.gov.au.

NATIONAL ASSESSMENT PROGRAM

TIER 2 INTERVENTION

We are very proud of the Tier 2 interventions in place this year. We have three
Education Support staff members delivering targeted phonics intervention to Prep,
Grade 1 and Grade 2 students, as well as an Education Support staff member
providing the Getting Ready in Numeracy (GRIN) program to Grade 3 students.

I These programs ensure students receive timely, evidence-based support to build
strong foundational skills. Tutoring continues to be an effective Tier 2 intervention
supporting students across different year levels with Literacy and Numeracy skills.
We are committed to supporting students who are achieving above the expected
level. High-ability students are provided with opportunities for extension and
enrichment within and beyond the classroom, and eligible students participate in the Victorian High Ability
Program (VHAP). This program allows students to engage in advanced learning experiences in English and
Mathematics, working with like-minded peers to further develop their critical thinking, problem-solving and
academic capabilities. Our Learning Specialists (Tamara King i English, Brooke Hawes i Maths) and
Pedagogy Coach (Rebecca Parker) deliver student-centred coaching each term. This work targets specific
English and Maths learning needs, supports the implementation of a structured synthetic phonics program

n

across all Prep to Grade 2 classrooms, and strengthe

support students requiring intervention and extend high-ability learners.

PEER OBSERVATIONS

At Bellbridge Primary School, regular peer observations involving all staff - including teachers, education
support staff, and administrative staff - are used as a valuable tool to enhance teaching practice and support
student learning and wellbeing. Through these observations, staff share strategies, reflect on effective
approaches, and explore ways to engage and support students. This professional learning process fosters
open dialogue, builds collective expertise, and ensures that all students benefit from high-quality teaching
within a positive and supportive learning environment. By taking a collaborative approach, we strengthen our
professional learning culture and continue to work towards the best possible outcomes for every student.

Warm regards,
Belinda Lester
Assistant Principal (Learning), Bellbridge Primary School
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PREP LEARNING

Our Prep students have been very busy with their learning! In Maths, we have been exploring two-dimensional
shapes and discovering where we can find them in the real world. We had lots of fun going on a shape hunt
around the school. We have also been practising our cutting and pasting skills through activities such as
matching objects to their correct shape. During Investigations, we have been learning about the importance of
friendship. We read the story The Rainbow Fish and discussed how important it is to be kind to others.
Students enjoyed creating their own colourful Rainbow Fish using cupcake patty pans. We also learned about
scissor safety and had the chance to practise our skills by creating our own magic carpets using a variety of
cutting patterns. It was challenging, but students had so much fun showing off their cutting skills!
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GRADE 1 LEARNING

Grade 1 students have been learning about families and making connections to their own life experiences.
They read a book called 6Harry and Gran Bake a Caked
worked together to make iced biscuits.
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GRADE 2 LEARNING

- Ld

&

v

In Mathematics this week, Grade 2 students have been busy learning all
about parallel lines. The students explored what parallel lines are and how
they can be identified in everyday objects around us.

Students completed a range of hands-on activities where they looked for
parallel lines in shapes, pictures, and road signs, carefully observing which
lines run side by side and never meet. They practised drawing and
identifying parallel lines and discussed where we might see them in the real
world.

To finish our learning, the students went on an exciting parallel line hunt
around the school grounds. They worked enthusiastically to spot parallel
lines on buildings, fences, playground equipment, and pathways. This
activity helped reinforce their understanding while making learning active
and engaging.

It has been wonderful to see the students using mathematical language,
working collaboratively, and applying their learning beyond the classroom.
Well done Grade 2 students on your fantastic effort and curiosity in
Mathematics!
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GRADE 3 LEARNING

In Week 6, Grade 3 students got to meet their new buddies for the first time this year. They had a blast doing
activities with their younger buddies such as drawing each other, learning about their similarities and
differences, and talking about their favourite things. The Grade 3s have shown that they are very responsible
buddies and have begun long-lasting relationships with their friends.
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GRADE 4 LEARNING

Grade 4 students have been enjoying golf clinics every Friday. Last week they practiced putting and chipping.
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GRADE 5 LEARNING

Grade 5 students have been exploring how 3D objects can be made from 2D nets. They carefully folded and
assembled the nets to form different shapes, then investigated the properties of each object, including faces,
edges and vertices.

~=__—Jlicosahedron 51ﬁﬂ—1

‘Dedeu\\ed A i

el e | -
Bevo B 2 s s

R i e |1 A=
i A et ! i

March 2026 Page 8




| GRADE 6 LEARNING

Our Grade 6 students have begun their exciting Inquiry unit on Government, which takes on a magical twist
with our Parliament of Wizards! Throughout the unit, students will explore how governments work by creating
and participating in their own wizard parliament. To prepare for our parliament sittings, students have started
creative art rotations, where they are designing and making important items they will use during the unit. With
Ms. McGowan, students are crafting their very own wands. With Mr. Stanciu, they are creating impressive

wi zard hat s. Iratatioll rstadentsAne designingsirbaginative mythical creatures, and with Mr.
Sutherland, they are working together to create a class Coat of Arms. We are looking forward to seeing our

wizard parliament come to life as students combine creativity with learning about leadership, decision-making,
and how governments work!

+
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* Design a Wand * *

3% Use the box below to design a wand,  +
Which shape and materials will you choose?
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PERFORMING ARTS LEARNING

It has been a vibrant and creative term in Performing Arts, with every year level exploring exciting new
performance styles!

Grade 3 7 Dreamtime Stories
Our Grade 3 students have been diving into Indigenous storytelling through
Dreamtime stories. They have been acting out The Rainbow Serpent and

Tiddalick the Frog , exploring the characters, movement, and deeper meanings lThe ;
behind these important cultural stories. Students have shown wonderful respect re-w':\.:;j-»"Rainbow Serpent
and thoughtfulness as they discovered the lessons and messages woven into each SRS W

CK ROUGHSEY

tale. Next the students are focusing on the art of improvisation.

Grade 4 i Comedy Creations

Laughter has filled the Performing Arts space as Grade 4 students
explore the art of comedy! They have been learning about timing,
delivery, and audience engagement while creating and performing
their own stand-up comedy routines 0 either independently or in
pairs. Their confidence and creativity have truly shone on stage. Next
up will be comedy skits that they will plan and perform in groups.

Grade 5 i Indigenous Storytelling Projects

Grade 5 students have been working collaboratively in small groups
after receiving an Indigenous storybook. Their task is to transform the
story into either a short play or a puppet show. So far, students have
been busy designing and creating props, showing fantastic teamwork
and i magination. We cano6t wait t
will proudly perform their plays and puppet shows for their buddies,
sharing their storytelling skills and creative efforts with a younger
audience.

Our Grade 6 students have taken on the exciting challenge of forming
their own bands! Each group has chosen a song and selected an
instrument they would like to learn. They are currently rehearsing and
developing their musical skills, with the goal of performing for their
Grade Prep buddies once they are performance-ready. This project is
building resilience, collaboration, and confidence as they work towards
their live performance.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION LEARNING

District and Regional Swimming Competitions i 19 February 2026 and 5 March 2026

On Thursday 19th February, 21 students represented Bellbridge Primary School at the Derrimut District
Swimming Competition, competing against Derrimut and Truganina districts.

Our swimmers achieved an impressive number of 1st, 2nd and 3rd place ribbons in individual and relay races,
and we are proud to announce that 14 students qualified for the Division competition and competed on the 5"
March.

Congratulations to all competitors for their fantastic effort and sportsmanship and good luck to those who
made it through to Regional event later in the term!

Physical Education

Week 2 was an exciting time in Physical Education with our whole school NRL clinic. Students from Prep to
Grade 6 had the opportunity to take part in fun rugby league activities led by visiting coaches. They learned
new skills such as passing, teamwork, and game awareness while enjoying a very active session. It was
fantastic to see so many students giving it a go and showing great enthusiasm.

Our Grade 3i 6 students have also been training hard during P.E lessons as they prepare for the upcoming
Cross Country on Monday 30th March. Students have been building their endurance and practising pacing
strategies. We are very proud of their effort and determination during these training sessions. Not long after,
they will begin preparing for Athletics Day in Term 2, Week 1, where they will put their running, jumping and
throwing skills to the test.

Our Prep students have been busy learning new routines and exploring a range of fun games that help build
confidence in movement and following instructions. Meanwhile, our Grade 1 and 2 students have been
working hard developing their locomotor skills, as well as practising throwing and catching through engaging
activities and games.

It has been a fantastic start to the year in Physical Education, and we look forward to seeing students continue
to develop their skills and enjoy being active.
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S.T.E.M. LEARNING
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Grade 3s discovering the Magic of Science!

Our Grade 3 students are quickly embracing the magic of Science as they get their weekly fix in S.T.E.M.
sessions, building on the fun intro sessions they had at the end of last year. They have carried out a series of
experiments and investigations to expand their curiosity levels.

Balloon rockets i they have created and tested their very own flying machines, learning to make adaptions to
improve their final designs.

They have gone on to study, and TEST, how they can walk on air (and snow) by spreading their weight over a
large surface area. They also designed pond skaters to float on water.

Lots more fun ahead, as they start to look at designing parachutes using Air Resistance principles and test out
a range of Friction games.
Keep up the great work Grade 3s, and remember:

Science is like Magic, but REAL!!!!
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MATHS LEARNING

3D Printed Learning Tools in Our Classroom

In Grade 4 Maths lessons, students have recently been using 3D printed number manipulatives to help them
better understand important number concepts such as friends of 10, odd and even numbers, and addition.
These special blocks have been designed so that each number has a different height, with the number 10
being the tallest. Students can physically stack numbers together to see how they combine to make other
numbers. For example, when students stack the 9 block and the 1 block, the combined height is the same as
the number 10 block. This helps students clearly see that 9 + 1 = 10. This hands-on approach allows students
to visualise and feel how numbers work together. The manipulatives are also colour coded to show odd and
even numbers, helping students quickly recognise patterns in numbers while they work.

Using 3D printing technology allows teachers to
quickly design and produce learning tools that
match the needs of our students. When a new
concept needs extra support, we can create
custom manipulatives quickly and at a low cost,
ensuring students always have the resources
they need to succeed in Maths.

These hands-on materials help make learning
more engaging and allow students to explore
mathematical ideas in a clear and meaningful
way. It has been wonderful to see students
building their understanding by experimenting,
stacking, and discovering number relationships
for themselves.

SumDog - Victoria Maths Contest

i_starting Monday 9 " - Friday 13 " March, 2026 @ 106 aamt: i m—

All our Grade 2-6 students have been entered into a State-wide =
SumDog competition that will be running this week. Sumdog Mathematics
Students will be given some class time to get involved but we . Contest
strongly encourage students to further extend themselves at

home, if time can be made available. It would be a great 456150 A
opportunity for our Maths superstars to share their great Maths 559
skills and knowledge at home too, in a fun game environment. N - :

Their normal SumDog logins should work at home (these are
available on Compass).

F

Contest Rules

To take part, students play Sumdog's math games. In each game, they need to answer math questions to
make progress. They can choose which game they play, while Sumdog automatically adapts its questions.
Each correct answer they give counts toward their score.

During the contest period, students who are entered will see the contest activity on their homepage. Any
games they play when this is showing will count towards their score.

Classes are ranked on the average number of correct answers. 5 students from a class need to play in the
contest for it to appear on the leaderboard.

Students are ranked on a leaderboard by the number of correct answers they give. If there's a tie, we rank
them on average answer speed.

Prizes

Each student who answers 100 questions in a contest will be rewarded with an item for their Sumdog house.
There are certificates of achievement and prizes up for grabs too. These are awarded to the overall top 10 and
Best Class.

How is it Fair for ALL abilities?

Sumdog adapts its questions to each student's ability, so every student has
a good chance of winning.

To make contests fair for students with limited access to Sumdog, every
student is limited to 1000 questions. However, it's fun to take part even if
students can only answer a few questions.

GOOD LUCK FUN DoaGs!!!
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TERML, WEEK/ ATTENDANGHEPDATE

Please refer to the table below for the percentage achieved by each class in Week 1-6, as well as the
average percentage per year level. We are aiming for an average of 3 or less days absent per student
each term.

Well done to all the grades for being under our target and to Prep A, Prep B, 1A, 2C, 3D, 4C, 5B and
6A for receiving class awards at assembly.

Prep A1 1AT 1.21 2AT1 2.45 3AT 4.08 4A1 2.80 5A1T 3.00 6AT 2.08
1.48

PrepBi 1Bi 1.63 2Bi 2.80 3Bi 3.66 4B71 2.00 5Bi 2.67 6B 2.47
1.81

Prep Ci 1Ci 3.61 2C7 1.65 3Ci 3.27 4C1 1.86 5CT 2.52 6C1 3.16
1.40

PrepDi 3Di 3.08 6D 1 2.35
2.53

Average: Average: Average: Average: Average: 2.22 | Average: Average:
1.81 3.90 2.30 3.53 2.73 2.52

Regular attendees
Upto 10 days

Chronically Severely
absent chronically absent

20-29.5 days More than 30 days
per year per year

per year

HARMONY WEEK

16 - 22 MARCH 2026

Cveryone Felongs

WEAR ORANGE ON THURSDAY 19TH MARCH
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Bellbridge -
Primary School

2026 Student Password Card

YOU CAN ACCESS

School Laptop YOUR READING EGGS

Username

Password: SUBSCRIPTION AT

] SluPes HOME!
' Username: %

Password:

SUINEA. CHECK ON COMPASS
e OR YOUR DIARY FOR
P Lo YOUR LOGIN DETAILS!

Password:
Mathletics/Reading Eggs :L,"‘l’:
Username: A s Vgl
Password: : L : ; AR AN ’g 5 .
L2 . 1 L3
. < b : A : agd b B
) . \W_ ‘w : . Vi .‘-’. -v. ¥ ) 1 /-' 3 _'_:
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A
2026

CLASSROOM

HELPERS
COURSE

\ Friday 20" March

8:30-10:30am
Staffroom

ﬂ This course is designed for BPS parents/carers
@ interested in supporting the learning of students
at Bellbridge Primary School.

Call 97496161 or email
) bellbridge.ps@education.vic.gov.au
to register.
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'SECOND HAND-
UNIFORM SHOP

T e—————

OPEN. | LocaTION. B
FIRST FRIDAY EACH MONTH | REWARDS SHOP 5>

8:00AM-8:30AM ~ (near Gate Y)
For more DONATIONS WELCOME

information, call Please ensure all donations are
us on.. 9749 6161 washed and in good condition.

Bellbridge
Primary School

Individual Paths, United Journey
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Outside School Hours Care 1\/\/j @ Cam
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Newsletter s

T.1, Wk. 6/7, 2026
4 Your .
Bellbridge Primary School OSHC. rockereers

Hi Everyone!

New Families — Welcome to those that have joined us for the first time, ever! We thank you
for trusting us with the care of your child/ren and we look forward to having an impact in
their lives.

| want to take a moment to mention how amazing it has been to witness children’s learning
and development, especially alongside new children attending our service. Children that
have prior experience in our care, have welcomed children with open arms, smiles,
guidance, help, leadership and commitment, being respectful to those new children,
showing responsibility, being kind, being respectful and learning about our new children. It
has been an absolute pleasure to witness, and | am so proud of our little humans doing the
right thing during this transition time.

Personal Tech - Reminder to all families that we do not currently allow personal tech of
children within service; no phones, netbooks, laptops, etc. If you need to check up on your
child, you may call our service phone. We do not allow children to speak directly to
parents/family; however, we can pass on a message or provide a verbal update to you.

Tech over Holidays - We do allow tech over the holidays (laptop, tablet, switch — no phones,
no smart watches). This is allowed providing parents/families sign a permission slip.

Signing in / out - We would like to remind families that it’s very important that you are
entering the service in person and signing your child/ren into or out of care using the tablet.
We can not stress how important this is.

Medicals / Learning challenges / Special Needs — With the beginning of a new year
underway, we will be reviewing and completing new forms for area of compliance. This is a
must otherwise your child/ren can not attend our service. Please touch base with educators

to ensure this is on track, compliant and all ok. If your child has ADHD, Autism, Other
Diagnosis, Diabetes, Epilepsy, Allergies, Anaphylaxis, Asthma, etc. this will require paperwork
and medications if necessary. Please fill in necessary forms and check your child/ren’s
enrolment online reflects this accurately.

From your Service Leader, Bianca
and on behalf of the educating team: Lauren, Parul, Emma and Casual Educators =
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