BELEBRIDGE NEWS

Bellbridge

Primary School

Telephone: 9749 6161

Address: 120 Bellbridge Drive, Hoppers Crossing, 3029
Email: bellbridge.ps@education.vic.gov.au

. % S Website: www.bellbridgeps.vic.edu.au

Individual Paths, United Jour‘ﬂey Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/BellbridgePrimary3029

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER

Monday 30" March to Thursday 2" April - eSmart Week

Monday 30" March - Grade 3-6 Cross Country

Tuesday 31 March - Regional Swimming and Gr 1 swimming

Wednesday 1% April - Grade 6 Gala Day

Wednesday 1% April - 5A and 5C Bike Education

Thursday 2" April - P-6 assembly (1:00pm in Gym) and 1:40pm dismissal
Monday 20™ April - Term 2 begins

Monday 20™ April to Friday 24" April - Australian Dental Foundation visit

Thursday 23" April - Gold coin = free dress day (ANZAC Day fundraiser)
Friday 24™ April - Grade 3-6 Athletics and P-2 assembly (2:00pm in Gym)
Monday 27" April - School Council meeting

Thursday 30" and Friday 1%t May - School Photos

Friday 15t May - Grade 3-6 assembly (2:00pm in Gym)

Wednesday 6" May - District Cross Country

PLEASE NOTE: COMPASS is the main form of communication between school and home tis
important that all families are using this communication tool. If you are un able to login, or have
forgotten your password, please contact the school and our office staff will be happy to assist

FREE DRESS ON LAST DAY OF TERM 1

We are having a FREE DRESS DAY on Thursday 2" April (last day of Term 1). Students can come out of uniform
for a GOLD COIN DONATION. The money raised willgotot he Roy al Childrends HoAspilt
reminder that we have a P-6 assembly at 1:00pm on Thursday 2" April, prior to a 1:40pm dismissal.

SCHOOL POLICIES

Bellbridge Primary School continually review and update our polices according to DET guidelines. All policies
are available from our school website via: https://www.bellbridgeps.vic.edu.au/policies-and-forms.html. If you
have any suggestions, comments or question about the policies or our practices, please contact the school via
9749 6161 or bellbridge.ps@education.vic.gov.au.

ANZAC DAY FUNDRAISING

We are having a FREE DRESS DAY on Thursday 23" April (first week of Term 2). Students can come out of
uniform for a GOLD COIN. Those who bring in $2.00 will also receive an ANZAC Day badge. Funds raised will be
donated to the Werribee RSL.
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PRINCIPAL6 SMESSAGE

Dear Bellbridge Community,

As we conclude Term 1, | would like to reflect on what has been an outstanding start to the year at Bellbridge
Primary School. From the moment students returned, our classrooms have been calm, focused and
purposeful, with students demonstrating strong learning behaviours and a readiness to engage.

This strong start is no accident. It reflects the collective work of our staff, students and families in establishing
clear routines, high expectations and strong relationships that set the tone for success.

A Strong Start to Learning

Across the school, students have settled quickly into their learning. From our Prep students learning classroom
routines and beginning their literacy journey, through to our senior students engaging in rich inquiry and
collaborative learning experiences, it has been fantastic to see high levels of engagement across all year
levels.

Our consistent whole-school approach, including the use of structured routines and clear expectations, has
ensured that every classroom provides a safe and supportive learning environment. This consistency allows
students to know what success looks like and gives them every opportunity to thrive.

Our PLC improvement cycles and data-informed practices have been a key driver this term, with staff working
collaboratively to analyse student data, identify next steps, and plan targeted teaching to support both growth
and extension.

Wellbeing and Connection

At Bellbridge, we know that wellbeing and learning go
hand in hand. This term, students have engaged in a
range of activities that promote connection and
belonging, including Buddies Week and Harmony
Week, reinforcing our commitment to inclusion and
ensuring every student feels they belong.

Our continued focus on building strong routines,
positive relationships and emotional regulation has
supported students to feel safe, connected and ready
to learn.

I I Celebrating Learning and Experiences

Term 1 has been filled with rich learning experiences both inside and
outside the classroom, including:

1 Swimming programs across multiple year levels

1 Bike Education and active travel initiatives

1 Sporting Clinics (golf and hockey)

fl nquiry Il earning, including our <cr e
1 Performing Arts and music opportunities

These experiences provide students with opportunities to develop

| confidence, teamwork and a love of learning beyond the classroom.

Industrial Action

This term also included the start of industrial action across the state. | would like to sincerely thank both our
staff and families for their active involvement, flexibility and understanding during this time.

While these situations can present challenges for school operations, they are ultimately focused on ensuring
that our students continue to have access to the best possible teaching staff, support and resources to
maximise their learning and growth. | am proud of the way our Bellbridge community navigated this
respectfully, with a shared focus on achieving the best outcomes for students.
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Student Leadership and Voice

We have been incredibly proud of our student
leaders this term. Our 2026 School Captains
and House Leaders have already
demonstrated confidence, pride and
responsibility in representing our school
community and leading assemblies.

With the conclusion of our Peer Mediator
training, | am looking forward to seeing their
learning in action, providing support to our
students and celebrating the kindness in peers
and staff during future assemblies.

Our student leadership sets a strong example
for all students and contributes to the positive
culture we see across the school.

Classroom Helper Program 1 Thank You

A significant highlight this term has been the completion of our Classroom Helper training, with a strong
number of parents and carers now equipped to support learning in our classrooms.

This program plays a vital role in strengthening the connection between home and school. The support
provided by our parent community enhances learning opportunities for students and helps create vibrant,
engaging classrooms.

Thank you to all parents and carers who have committed their time to this program, we truly value your
partnership.

Thank You

I would like to acknowledge the outstanding work of our staff this term. Their dedication, professionalism and
commitment to continuous improvement ensures that every student at Bellbridge is known, supported and
challenged. You deserve the well-earned break coming!

To our families, thank you for your ongoing support and partnership. Your involvement makes a significant
di fference to your childés success.

I wish all staff and families a safe, restful and enjoyable break. We look forward to welcoming everyone back
for a jam-packed Term 2.

Warm regards,
Christopher Pugh
Principal, Bellbridge Primary School
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PREP LEARNING

Prep C students had a wonderful time getting creative with a Cloud Name Tracing activity! First, they carefully
traced their names inside a cloud shape, practising their letter formation. Then they used colourful rainbow
paper pieces to decorate their clouds, writing one letter of their name on each piece to spell it out. This fun,
hands-on activity helped students build confidence with recognising and writing their names while also
strengthening their fine motor skills. The classroom was full of bright colours, big smiles, and proud learners
showing off their beautiful rainbow name clouds! Come see their hand work displayed on our classroom

window! Great job Prep C!
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GRADE 1 LEARNING

Grade 1 students have been learning about patterns in Maths. They have been learning to identifying the
repeating units to copy, continue and create a range of different patterns. Students have been making patterns
with different body movements and drawing patterns on their whiteboards. We had lots of excitement in our
room as the Grade 1s experimented with creating their own patterns using digital technologies!
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GRADE 2 LEARNING

In Grade 2 we have been learning about the value of digits in 3-digit numbers. To consolidate our learning, we

created MAB creatures and represented the total number in different ways.

GOGO L)

My Creature is worth...

Number

Hundreds Tens Ones

My Creature is worth...
Number Q!iﬁ
2- Hundreds G Tens _ 6 Ones
200+ 60 +_6 = 266
|
166 500
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GRADE 3 LEARNING

For Harmony Day, Grade 3 students designed and decorated characters in various multicultural clothes.
Students considered their own family background and designed their characters based on their cultural dress.
Well done Grade 3s on making so many wonderful art pieces.
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GRADE 4 LEARNING

Grade 4 students proudly celebrated Harmony Day by exploring and
sharing their cultural backgrounds. As part of the activities, they
created colourful flags representing their heritage and reflected on
what makes their culture unique.

Students also identified their favourite foods, sports and TV
programs, and discovered where these originated from around the
world. This helped them understand how many of the things we
enjoy every day are influenced by a wide range of cultures.

It was a wonderful opportunity for students to recognise that Australia
is a diverse and inclusive country, built from many different cultures.
The day highlighted how these cultures positively influence our lives
and helped foster a strong sense of respect, belonging and
appreciation for one another.

Students have been exploring symmetry in Maths through a creative
drawing activity. They carefully used lines of symmetry to complete
and design pictures, thinking about how shapes and patterns can be
reflected evenly on both sides. This activity gave students the
chance to build their understanding of symmetry in a hands-on and
engaging way. It was fantastic to see the care and concentration they
showed as they worked to make their drawings accurate and
balanced.
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GRADE 5 LEARNING

Our Grade 5 students approached the NAPLAN tests with a positive attitude and great determination. They
demonstrated strong effort, focus, and resilience across all areas, applying the skills they have been
developing throughout the term. It was fantastic to see their confidence grow, and they should be very proud of
the way they challenged themselves and gave their best.

Students explored creativity and design by recreating the cover of their favourite picture story books. It was
wonderful to see the effort and pride students took in their work, with many adding their own creative touches
while still capturing the essence of the original story.

To celebrate Harmony Day, students reflected on what makes them unique by creating a hand design that
represents who they are and important aspects of their culture. Through colours, symbols, and meaningful
images, each student shared a personal story about their identity and background. This activity encouraged
thoughtful discussions about diversity, respect, and inclusion, helping to build a stronger sense of community
within the classroom.

\
- Deryr
Trelma The unicorst

4 ;’ﬁ«,
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GRADE 6 LEARNING

Grade 6 students have been actively engaged in an exciting learning experience, taking on the roles of
ministers representing various electorates within our fictional wizarding country, Glarboglab. As part of this
project, students have thoughtfully planned, designed, and nhamed their own electorates, incorporating a range
of unique natural and man-made features. This creative task has allowed students to develop their
understanding of governance while showcasing their imagination and design skills.
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VISUAL ARTS LEARNING

In Art this year, students will learn about the 7 elements of Art . These include Line, Colour, Shape, Texture,
Form, Space and Value . Here are some highlights from Term 1.

Preps have learnt to draw their self-portraits using shapes and lines. They have learnt the three primary
colours and about the artist, Piet Mondrian . St udents took inspiration from
o wrDed Sartworks. Gurrently, Preps are learning about Alma Thomas and her amazing use of colour.

Grade 1students expl ored warm & cool colours, |lines and pat
took inspiration from Indigenous artist, Emily Kngwarreye using oil and chalk pastels and analogous colours.
Students are currently learning about Romero Britto and designing colourful Britto-style artworks using

crayons and paints for a wax-resist result.

Grade 2 students created a tissue paper collage with warm or cool colours. They revised Zentangles to
include various, creative marks in their flora art. Currently, students are learning about positive and negative
space in art and will produce some Autumn Leaves artworks.
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Grade 3 students learnt about the process required to create a stained-glass window. They used lines,

shapes, analogous colours and oil pastels to produce artwork with a stained -glass effect . Currently, students

are working on texture and movement in art. They have sketched a wet dog shaking and have practiced the
skillof the double-l oadi ng painting effect to demonstrate text.L

Grade 4 students learntaboutPopArt and t ook inspiration from Andy War
of bright colours. Students sketched a zebra and applied vibrant colours with paints, pastels, crayons and

paper collage to complete their pop art. Students have recently explored some Indigenous art and a clothing
brand, Nardurna (meaning woman) . Th e yclothirgglakel dsing singlar e d
colours, shapes & symbols.
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MATHS LEARNING

In Grade 5 Mathematics, students have been working hard to build their skills and confidence across a range
of important areas. A focus has been preparing for NAPLAN, with students practicing different types of
guestions, learning how to approach problems, and building their confidence. It has been wonderful to see
students giving things a go, staying positive, and showing resilience.

Students have been learning different ways to solve division problems and exploring fact families. This helps
them understand how multiplication and division are connected, making it easier to solve problems quickly and
accurately. We are encouraging students to explain their thinking and try different strategies, which is helping
to strengthen their understanding.

We have also been working on area and perimeter, learning how to measure space inside shapes and the
distance around them. These skills are being applied to real-life situations through practical activities and
problem-solving tasks. It has been a great week of learning in Maths, and we are very proud of the effort and
progress shown by all students.
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so far this term.

TERML, WEEKO ATTENDANGHEPDATE

Congratulations to Prep A, Prep B, 1A, 2C, 3D, 4B, 4C, 5B, 5C, 6A and 6D for receiving class awards at assembly

Please refer to the table below for the percentage achieved by each class in Week 1-8, as well as the average
percentage per year level. We are aiming for an average of 3 or less days absent per student each term. Well
done to all the grades for being under our target already!

vl

EVERY DAY COUNTS

Prep AT 2.00 | 1AT 1.87 2A1 3.35 3AT 4.92 4A7T 3.56 5A1 4.10 B6A T 3.19
PrepBi 290 |1Bi 2.75 2B1i 3.04 3Bi 4.23 4Bi 2.60 5B1i 4.10 6B i 3.20
PrepC1 230 | 1Ci 5.30 2C1 2.30 3Ci 5.11 4C1i 2.74 5C1i1 3.52 6C 1T 3.90
Prep D1 3.40 3D1 4.07 6D 171 3.03
Average: 2.65 | Average: 3.30 | Average: 2.89 | Average: 4.50 | Average: 2.96 Average: 3.90 | Average: 3.33

Please be sure to update any unexplained absences for your child in Compass at your soonest convenience. If

you require any assistance, stop by the office and we can help.

dogs?

Responsible Pet Ownership Education Program

Interested in becoming a Pet Educator?
Would you like to be paid to teach children about responsible pet ownership and behaving safely around

Do you own a happy, healthy, sociable dog aged between 18 months i 8 years?

The Responsible Pet Ownership education program is now recruiting Pet Educators in:
VIC T Hume, Darebin, Melton, Wyndham, Boroondara, Maribyrnong, Brimbank, Port Phillip, Glen Eira,
Bayside, Kingston, Monash, Greater Dandenong and Ballarat local government areas.

The

programbs

children about dog safety.

Pet

Educator s

visit

ki ndergartens

and

To be eligible to apply, you must own a happy and healthy dog that is 18 months to 8 years old that resides
with you for a least 1 year and enjoys socialising with children. Your dog will need to pass our suitability test.

The Responsible Pet Ownership education program is provided by the Victorian Government. Successful

candi dat es

wi |

be

empl oyed

by the

programés

contrac

as temporary labour hire. Training will be provided (for you and your dog), support and learning opportunities.
Hours are during the school terms and are flexible.

More information about the program can be found on the Responsible Pet Ownership education program

website.

To obtain a Pet Educator information pack and details about how to apply, please emalil

vic.pet@agriculture.vic.gov.au.

Applications close 11.59pm Tuesday 7 April 2026.
Suitable applicants will be invited to dog suitability testing and interview on Monday 20"

April at Bulla Exhibition Centre in Bulla, Victoria.

Pet Ownership
Education Program
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morning from 8:00am to 8:15am

L d

for all students and families.
This time could be used to sit and
read, browse books, return and =

the bell. ’ Y/
Our incredible Library Club '
- | members will be there to help,
‘ along with our amazing Libjraﬁéﬁ,
Mrs Gorman. ~ 4

Want your book review
~ inthe Newsletter?

~ Grab aBOOK REVIEW TEMPLATE
from the library desk, fill it out
about a book you’ve read, and
drop it off in the box in the
library!

x » *@-‘ i)' ‘?'—n l

A borrow, or for a calm space before
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FORMULA ONE RACING

Formula One, also known as Formula 1 or F1, is the
highest level of single-seater car racing in the world. F1
races, called Grand Prix, are held around the globe. Find
out more in Formula One Racing, one of the titles in the
Ready, Set, Go! series.

e300’ K |

INVENTORS WHO CHANGED THE WORLD:
THOMAS EDISON

Learn all about Thomas Edison and his many life changing
inventions.As a result of his ground-breaking creations,
we how have movies, centralised electricity generation

and reliable light bulbs.

WG TO HAVE THE BEST SCHOOL YEAR EVER BY JESS SANDERS

School is where you learn, grow, and make friends, and when
you are doing all three, school can feel like the best place to be!
But when learning is tough and friendships are complicated,
school can feel like the last place you want to be.

That's when you need this book! It will see you through the
highs and lows and help you to have the Best School Year Ever!

NATURE

Our planet is teeming with unique natural wonders, from tiny
insects that keep the ecosystem in balance to awe-inspiring
mountains rising above us. Explore the science behind nature
in a fun and curious way, with fun accessible bite-size facts

and stunning full-colour illustrated scenes.
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SECOND HAND-
UNIFORM SHOP

OPEN. LOCATION.  ¢a
FIRST FRIDAY EACH MONTH | REWARDS SHOP 5o

8:00AM-8:30AM (near Gate Y)

-k

For more DONATIONS WELCOME

information, call Please ensure all donations are
us on.. 9749 6161 washed and in good condition.

Bellbridge
Primary School
Individual Paths, United Journey :
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Outside School Hours Care i\/\/j @ Camp
Austraha
Guiding Children’s Growth

Newsletter

7.1, Wk. 8/9, 2026
Your .
OSHC. ROCKETEERS

Bellbridge Primary School
Hi Everyone!

New Families — Welcome to those that have joined us for the first time, ever! We thank you for trusting
us with the care of your child/ren and we look forward to having an impact in their lives.

| want to take a moment to mention how amazing it has been to witness children’s learning and
development, especially alongside new children attending our service. Children that have prior
experience in our care, have welcomed children with open arms, smiles, guidance, help, leadership and
commitment, being respectful to those new children, showing responsibility, being kind, being
respectful and learning about our new children. It has been an absolute pleasure to witness, and | am so
proud of our little humans doing the right thing during this transition time.

Bookings — This is becoming an issue and reoccurrence for many families. We encourage
you to prior book your child/ren in advance, with as much time as possible. We can not

accept walk ins anymore, as we cannot risk the occurrence of being non-compliant with
ratios, qualifications, supervision needs, medical needs and inclusion needs.

We have had to cap sessions and turn families away multiple times this term, as families
are not booking in advance to allow time for compliance needs

Please book your child/ren into our sessions at least 48 hours’ prior to when needed to
ensure we can fit them into sessions.

Please book your child/ren in advance.

Personal Tech - Reminder to all families that we do not allow personal tech of children within service
no phones, netbooks, laptops, etc.

If you need to check up on your child, you may call our service phone. We do not allow children to

speak directly to parents/family; however, we can pass on a message or provide a verbal update to you

Tech over Holidays - We do allow tech over the holidays (laptop, tablet, switch — no phones, no smart
watches). This is allowed providing parents/families sign a permission slip.

Signing in / out - We would like to remind families that it's very important that you are entering the
service in person and signing your child/ren into or out of care using the tablet. We can not stress how

important this is.

From your Service Leader, Bianca
and on behalf of the educating team. Lauren, Parul, Emma and Casual Educators =
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