BELEBRIDGE NEWS
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. % S Website: www.bellbridgeps.vic.edu.au
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Bellbridge

Primary School

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER

Wednesday 6" May - District Cross Country

Thursday 7" May -Mot her 6s Day Stal/l

Friday 8" May - Grade P-2 assembly (2:00pm in Gym)

Thursday 14" and Friday 15" May - Wyndham Tech Schools Primary Program (selected Gr 6s)
Friday 15" May - Walk Safely to School Day

Friday 15" May - Grade 3-6 assembly (2:00pm in Gym)

Monday 18™ to Friday 22" May - Education Week

Monday 18" May - School Council

Monday 18" May - Gr 5/6 Author Visit (Dean Rankine)

Tuesday 19" May - Gr 3/4 Author Visit (Michael Wagner)

Tuesday 19" May - 3A and 3B community walk

Wednesday 20" May - Gr P-2 Author Visit (Jane Godwin)

Thursday 215 May - 3C and 3D community walk

Thursday 215 May - Open Classroom (2:00-2:30pm)

Friday 22" May - Grade P-2 assembly (2:00pm in Gym)

PLEASE NOTE: COMPASS is the main form of communication between school and home tis
important that all families are using this communication tool. If you are un able to login, or have
forgotten your password, please contact the school and our office staff will be happy to assist

MOTHERGS DAY STALL

Our Mot hero6s Day $%Mayftom approxonatelyT8#@am-41d4&ayn (in the spare Grade 4
classroom, Library building).

Each class has a rostered time to go to the Mother's Day Stall to purchase gifts.

All gifts are $5.00 each and there is a limit of two gifts per student.

The stall will also be open on Friday 8" May (8:00am-8:30am) for any students that are unable to purchase
their gift on Thursday.

Parents/ carers are encouraged to send money to scH

OPEN CLASSROOM SESSION

Our classrooms will be open to families on Thursday 215 May from 2:00-2:30pm. This falls in Education Week

where the focusis6 Showcase Youlrf Sedwodd 6l i ke to visit your ¢
no need to sign in at the office. We hope you enj d
school.

SCHOOL POLICIES

Bellbridge Primary School continually review and update our polices according to DET guidelines. All policies
are available from our school website via: https://www.bellbridgeps.vic.edu.au/policies-and-forms.html. If you
have any suggestions, comments or question about the policies or our practices, please contact the school via
9749 6161 or bellbridge.ps@education.vic.gov.au.
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PRINCIPAL® SMESSAGE

A Strong Start to Term 2

As we move further into Term 2, it has been fantastic to see the continued growth, enthusiasm, and resilience
demonstrated by our students across all year levels. Classrooms have been vibrant spaces of learning, with
students engaging deeply in their studies, supporting one another, and embracing new challenges with
confidence.

Our staff continue to work collaboratively to refine teaching practices, ensuring that every student is supported
and challenged. The consistent use of high-impact teaching strategies, particularly opportunities for students
to respond, reflect, and apply their learning, has been evident across the school. This shared approach is
helping to create a cohesive and supportive learning environment for all.

Celebrating NAPLAN Achievement

| am very pleased to share some encouraging news regarding our indicative NAPLAN results for our Year 3
and Year 5 students. These early results show clear improvement in both Reading and Numeracy, reflecting
the strong progress our students are making in these key areas of learning.

This achievement is a testament to the consistent, focused work happening in classrooms every day. Our staff
have maintained a clear commitment to evidence-based teaching practices, with an emphasis on supporting
every student to grow from their individual starting point. It is particularly pleasing to see this growth reflected
across both cohorts, highlighting the impact of a whole-school approach to teaching and learning in the years
leading up to the assessments.

| look forward to receiving the rest of the results, including growth results and sharing them with our community
in the near future.

Welcoming Back

We are delighted to welcome back Mrs Kitchen, who has returned to support teaching and learning across the
school. Mrs Kitchen is working closely with students through targeted small group programs, providing
additional support and extension opportunities in wellbeing to ensure every learner is able to thrive. Her
experience and strong relationships with students are already having a positive impact, and we are very
pleased to have her back as part of our team.

I would also like to recognise the outstanding work of our Wellbeing Assistant Principal, Mrs Simpson. Mrs
Simpson continues to play a pivotal role in supporting the wellbeing of our students, staff, and families. Her
leadership ensures that wellbeing remains at the forefront of everything we do, helping to create a safe,
inclusive, and supportive environment where all members of our community feel valued and connected to our
school.

Thank you to both Mrs Kitchen and Mrs Simpson for their ongoing dedication and contribution to our school.
Their work makes a meaningful difference each and every day.

Update on Industrial Action

We have been advised that the AEU stop work action initially scheduled for next week has been suspended
for 2 weeks. This decision follows positive progress reported through ongoing discussions between the
Australian Education Union, the State Government, and the Department of Education. We are hopeful that this
progress will continue, supporting positive outcomes for staff and schools across the system. We will keep our
community informed should there be any further updates, as we receive information from the Department of
Education.

2027 Prep Enrolments Now Open

We are pleased to advise that enrolments for our 2027 Prep intake are now open. If you have a child starting
school in 2027 or know of families within the community who may be interested, we encourage you to begin
the enrolment process. If you are unsure about enrolment timelines or have younger siblings who may be
attending in the future, please contact the school office. Our team is more than happy to discuss your
individual circumstances and support you through the process. Weekly tours are also conducted at 9am each
Monday for a glimpse into the great work we do.
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Improving Our School Environment

We are pleased to share that repairs to the spider web playground have now started under warranty. In
addition, planning and development have begun on a new space between the Prep and Grade 5 classrooms.
This area will provide further opportunities for learning, seating and shade. We look forward to sharing more
updates as this exciting project progresses. Watch this space.

School Newsle tter Inclusions

Based on feedback in Term 1 from our school& Consultative Committee and School Council, our school
newsletters are moving away from a year level entry in each newsletter. This adjustment has been influenced
by the increased communication with families by teachers on a weekly basis as part of our new homework
routines.

You will now see newsletter additions according to the following roster:

Week 371 Prep, Grade 1, Grade 2, Physical Education, Auslan and Visual Arts.

Week 571 Grade 3, Grade 4, Grade 5, Grade 6, Performing Arts and STEM.

Week 77 Prep, Grade 1, Grade 2, Physical Education, Auslan and Visual Arts.

Week 9 - Grade 3, Grade 4, Grade 5, Grade 6, Performing Arts and STEM.

Working Together as a Community

Thank you to our families for your ongoing partnership. Your support at home, whether through reading,

di scussing learning, or maintaining routines, pl ays
connections between home and school make a significant difference.

As we look ahead, there are many exciting opportunities on the horizon, including upcoming events,

excursions, and continued learning milestones. We encourage all students to stay engaged, be curious, and

take pride in their efforts.

Thank you to our entire school community for your continued support and commitment.

Warm regards,
Christopher Pugh
Principal

Bellbridge Primary School

Newsletter roster for year level/specialist items:

Week 37 Prep, Grade 1, Grade 2, Physical Education, Auslan and Visual Arts.
Week 57 Grade 3, Grade 4, Grade 5, Grade 6, Performing Arts and STEM.
Week 77 Prep, Grade 1, Grade 2, Physical Education, Auslan and Visual Arts.
Week 9 - Grade 3, Grade 4, Grade 5, Grade 6, Performing Arts and STEM.
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PREP LEARNING

Prep students have been exploring common two-dimensional shapes, developing their understanding of the
number of sides each shape has. They have thoroughly enjoyed creating shapes in fun and engaging waysd
using popsicle sticks in the classroom and even forming shapes with their bodies on the basketball court. It
has been wonderful to see their confidence grow as they recognise and name shapes in the world around

them.
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GRADE 1 LEARNING

Grade 1 students have been busy learning all about Australian animals and Australian landmarks. During their
Englishlessons, st udent s | earnt about the Abig red rocko cal
the chance to write down everything they know. It is safe to say, they have become experts!
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GRADE 2 LEARNING

Last week one of our Grade 2 students spent 50 bee tokens to share their pet. To our surprise he bought in a
pet praying mantis! The students enjoyed a tactile experience with the insect and learnt information on feeding
and caring for the praying mantis.

pet isit from a studentds
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION LEARNING

GRADE 3-6 ATHLETICS

For Term 2 in Physical Education, we have started very busy. In Week 1, our
Grade 3i 6 students wrapped up their learning on athletics with one final
preparation lesson before taking part in the Bellbridge Grade 3i 6 Athletics Day.
It was fantastic to see students apply their skills and knowledge across alll
events.

The day was a great success, with students
demonstrating excellent sportsmanship, enthusiasm,
and healthy competition throughout both the athletics
events and house games. It was wonderful to see
everyone getting involved, supporting one another,
and giving their best effort. Our winning house was
Gillard with 1507 points, followed by Hughes with
1449 points, Coker in third spot on 1446 points and in
last place Middleton on 1221 points.

SRR A big thank you to our parent helpers, staff, and
students for contrlbutlng to such a positive and well-run day. We were also lucky
to enjoy some beautiful weather, which made the event even more enjoyable for
all involved.

AFL VICTORIA CLINICS

In Week 2, the whole school enjoyed a fantastic sporting clinic run by AFL
Victoria during their Physical Education lessons. Students had the opportunity to
develop their ball-handling skills and build their understanding of game sense
through a range of fun and engaging activities.

Throughout the rest of the term, our Prepi Grade 2 students will be focusing on developing their kicking and
punting skills through a variety of games and skill-based activities. Meanwhile, students in Grades 3i 6 will be
building their knowledge of game play by learning how to run and officiate their own games of soccer and AFL,
encouraging teamwork, leadership, and decision-making.
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AUSLAN LEARNING

Preps have been learning signs for the names of common items that might be in their school bags. Grade 1
and 2 students have been learning to sign more complicated sentences about what is inside their school bags.
This week the focus has been on learning how to sign something loving to their mums or other special ladies
in their lives ready for the weekend.

Grade 5 have been learning signs for various sports. They have
been collating data about what the favourite sports were for their
class and graphing the data. They then signed questions and
answers about the information depicted in the graphs with each
other. ?j--.‘"‘ﬂ‘“, S —
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VISUAL ARTS LEARNING

Prep

Preps students explored personal strengths through the Respectful Relationships program and created
drawings of themselves using lines and shapes to represent these strengths.

Last week, students moved into watercolour painting, learning techniques such as wet on wet and wet on dry.
They began creating speci al Mot her 6s Day artwor ks,
experimenting with colour and shape.

Grade 1

Grade 1 students investigated different painting techniques and applications.
They experimented with straw blowing, scrape painting and blending primary
colours to create secondary colours. Students extended their skills through
bubble painting, creating textured
reflected on their preferred techniques and how different methods create
different artistic effects.

Grade 2

Grade 2 students were introduced to the artist
Pablo Picasso, learning about his Blue Period and
the concept of Cubism.

~ Week 1: Students designed their own cubist guitar,
focusing on shape, line, and pattern.

. Week 2: Students began constructing their guitars
using cardboard, carefully cutting and painting
pieces using tones (value) of one colour.

Students are developing an understanding of how
~artists use shape, perspective, and colour value to
~ express ideas.

Grade 3

Grade 3 students explored positive and negative space and began working with doodle art.

Week 1: Students brainstormed categories and generated creative ideas for their artwork.

Week 2: Students began assembling their artworks by creating a central image and filling surrounding space
with detailed doodles.
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There has been a strong focus on creativity, collaboration, and planning, as well as reflecting on how space is
used effectively in art.

Grade 4
Grade 4 students began learning about
Vincent van Gogh, focusing on his famous
Sunflowers artworks.
Week 1: Students explo
and planned their sunflower artworks,
considering materials and techniques.
Week 2: Students began creating their
artworks, focusing on:

o Form (3D effect)

0 Texture (implied and actual)

o Colour value

Students are working towards producing
detailed sunflower pieces over multiple sessions.

TERM2, WEER ATTENDANGHEPDATE

Congratulations to Prep A, Prep B, 1A, 2C, 3D, 4B, 4C, 5B, 5C, 6A and 6D for receiving class awards at assembly
so far this term.

Please refer to the table below for the percentage achieved by each class in Week 1-8, as well as the average
percentage per year level. We are aiming for an average of 3 or less days absent per student each term. Well
done to all the grades for being under our target already!

Prep A—0.76 1A-0.70 2A-1.10 3A-0.96 4A-0.84 5A-0.79 6A—-0.73
Prep B—0.75 1B-0.78 2B-0.52 3B-0.80 4B-0.61 5B-0.72 6B —-0.76
Prep C-0.35 1C-1.12 2C-0.25 3C-1.34 4C-1.00 5C-0.61 6C—-0.84
PrepD-1.42 3D-0.53 6D —1.07
Average: 0.82 | Average: 0.86 | Average: 0.62 | Average: 0.90 | Average: 0.81 Average: 0.70 | Average: 0.85

Please be sure to update any unexplained absences for your child in Compass at your soonest convenience. If
you require any assistance, stop by the office and we can help.

EVERY DAY COUNTS
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MATHS LEARNING

Games are a great way to reinforce basic math skildl
much theydre | earning. These ar e s o rthefahilyusingndusthfewg a me
dice and some playing cards.

Beat It!
Players: 2 or more
Object: To make the highest number in each round.
How to Play: Roll three or four dice, depending on ability. Arrange your dice so that you
make the greatest number. The winner of the round is the player with the greatest
number. The winner of the game is the player with the most wins at the end of 10
rounds.

Pig
Players: 2 or more
Object: To be the first to get to 100
How to Play: First player rolls two dice and finds the sum. They can keep rolling as long
as they want and continue to add each new number to their sum. If they roll a one, the
player scores O for thatround. | f bot h dice show a one, the
erased and they must begin again at 0!

Dot It First!

Players: 2 or more

Object: To get the largest product when multiplying.

How to Play: Each player needs a pair of dice. Everyone rolls their dice at the same time. Each player
multiplies the two numbers together. The one with the greater product wins that round and gets a tally
mark. The first player to get 10 tally marks wins.

Close Call
Players: 2-4 players
Object: To have the most points after 5 rounds
HowtoPlay: Remove the 106s and face cards from t helaygrscKk .
choose 4 of their cards to make two 2-digit numbers to add together to get as close to 100
without going over. Arrange cards so all can see your addition problem. Each player adds
their numbers and records their total. The player with the sum closest to 100 without going
over wins a point. In the case of a tie, each player gets a point. Shuffle the cards and deal
again. The player with the most points after 5 rounds is the winner.
Variations: Players can select only 2 cards to create single digit numbers, and the goal is
to reach 10 or 15, or keep it the same and multiply the numbers. Deal 8 cards and players
choose 6 cards and create 3-digit numbers. Set the goal to 1,000.
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SECOND HAND-
UNIFORM SHOP

OPEN. LOCATION.  ¢a
FIRST FRIDAY EACH MONTH | REWARDS SHOP 5o

8:00AM-8:30AM (near Gate Y)

-k

For more DONATIONS WELCOME

information, call Please ensure all donations are
us on.. 9749 6161 washed and in good condition.

Bellbridge
Primary School
Individual Paths, United Journey :
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AUTHOR VISITS!

Bellbridge Primary School is being visited by three amazing authors this term!
Each author will be visiting a different group of students. If you would like to
purchase any of their books, follow the QR code next to each author.

Michael Wagner @ Jane Godwin

Who: Grades 5 & 6
When: Monday 18th of
May
Dean is the author of
books like Death Metal
Emo Elves, and
illustrator of Timmy the
Ticked-Off Pony.

Who: Grades 3 & 4 Who: Grades Prep, 1 & 2
When: Tuesday 19th of When: Wednesday 20"
May of May
Michael is the author of Jane is the author of
books like Dirt By Sea, books like Tilly, Starting
Why | Love Footy and School and All Through
So Wrong. The Year.

~

Want to purchase\
some books?
Scan the QR

code!
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BELLBRIDGE
BOOKMARK
OMPETITION

WANT TO WIN A BOOK BY ONE OF OUR AMAZING
VISITING AUTHORS?
SIMPLY GRAB A TEMPLATE FROM THE LIBRARY DESK
AND CREATE OUR NEW SCHOOL BOOKMARK!

DUE: TUESDAY 12 MAY

HAND IT IN TO YOUR TEACHER, OR
PLACE IT IN THE BOX IN THE LIBRARY!

DON'T HAVE TIME AT HOME?
COME TO THE LIBRARY

FROM 8:00-8:15 AND WE'LL

SUPPLIES!

EACH YEAR LEVEL!

DON'T FORGET YOU COULD MAKE YOUR BOOKMARK BE ABOUT
YOUR NAME  YOURFAVOURITE STORY, ABOUT ONE OF OUR
AUTHORS, OR ABOUT OUR SCHOOL!
AND GRADE! FOR EXAMPLES, SEE THE DISPLAY IN THE
LIBRARY.
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-
A OPEN 4
CLASSROOM

, English

Dear parents,
We are holding an open
classroom on Thursday 21st of
May from 2pm - 2:30pm.
‘/\

<

AWl you have to do is come to
your child's classroom and help
out With their Learning - no
need to Sign in' We would love
to see as many of you as we

Z@{;{%’c
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Detore reading

Establish o home reading routine that works best for them For @ Establish a home reading routine that works best for
example - reading with a parent ofter dinner. them. For example - a quiet space in the house free from
Talk about the parts of the book - front cover, spine, etc. For distractions.

example - ‘Can you circle the title with your finger?” ‘Where is * Encourage your child to read the blurb fo get an
the spine?” understanding of what the book might be about.

Look at the front cover ond ask questions before you read. For @ Predictions - Discuss some ideas dbout what they think
example = ‘What do you think this book is dbout? What makes the book will be about.
you think that?”

Go on a ‘picture walk’ - look through the pages of the book and

talk dbout the pictures. \ _ I
E‘ uring reading

Listen to your child read. If they get stuck, guide them to use * Encourage your child fo use dictionary or seek

strategies to decode unfamiliar words such as looking ot the assistance to clarify ony words or phrases they might

pictures for clues, looking at the first sound or stretching out BRI o

sach saund e word Fer excrrple ~eateoget e Predictions - Make new predictions after reading part

Encourage them to point under each word as they are of the text using evidence fo justify ideas

reading e Questioning - Discuss new questions they might have

about the book during reading.

After reading

Comprehension is vital - they need to know what they have read. @ Ask questions, including inferential questions that

Always discuss what you have read after finishing a book. requires thinking dbout answers that are not in the text.
Encourage them to retell what happened in the text in the For example - What season do you think the story is set
correct order. They may find it helpful to look back through the in? How do you know this? Your child might use clues
book 1o help them. such as ‘snow’ or a character’s clothing description as
If the book is an information text - Ask questions such as evidence for their answer.

“What did you learn? ® Make connections - use prior knowledge to make

Ask questions - What was your favourite part? Why? What connections between the text and their own lives, other
was the problem? How did they solve the problem? texts they have read or the world.

Make connections - Does this book remind you of anything? For e Summarising - practise retelling the main events of the
example - A book dbout a child and their pet. This may remind book.

your child of your family pet, a friend’s pet etc.
Characters feelings - ‘How did the character feel? Why did
they feel that way?’

May 2026
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Bellbridge

Primary School

Individual Paths, United Journeyg

Now Taking
enrolmenTs!

Scan the QR code or visit We offer school tours every

Monday at 9am.

Please contact our school
office to make a booking.
Ph: 9749 6161

bellbridgeps.vic.edu.au/enrolmentshimi

for more information about
enrolling your child at
Bellbridge Primary School.
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T.2, Wk. 1,2,3 2026

Hi Everyone!

New Families — Welcome to those that have joined us for the first time, ever! We thank you for trusting
us with the care of your child/ren and we look forward to having an impact in their lives.

Bookings — This is becoming an issue and reoccurrence for many families. We encourage

you to book your child/ren in advance, with as much time as possible. We cannot accept

walk ins anymore, as we cannot risk the occurrence of being non-compliant with ratios,
qualifications, supervision needs, medical needs and inclusion needs.

We have had to cap sessions and turn families away multiple times last term and already
this term, as families are not booking in advance to allow time for compliance needs.

Please book your child/ren into our sessions at least 48 hours’ prior to when needed to
ensure we can fit them into sessions.

Please book your child/ren in advance.

Personal Tech - Reminder to all families that we do not allow personal tech of children within service;
no phones, netbooks, laptops, etc.

If you need to check up on your child, you may call our service phone. We do not allow children to
speak directly to parents/family; however, we can pass on a message or provide a verbal update to you.

Tech over Holidays - We do allow tech over the holidays (laptop, tablet, switch — no phones, no smart
watches). This is allowed providing parents/families sign a permission slip.

Signing in / out - We would like to remind families that it’s very important that you are entering the
service in person and signing your child/ren into or out of care using the tablet. We can not stress how
important this is.

From your Service Leader, Bianca
and on behalf of the educating team: Lauren, Parul, Emma and Casual Educators ©
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Service
Leader

I 2am tha Service Leader at our BeEbridge Servica.

Iam n'..rrh..d amd a Step-Mum o two children; Jack 5, Liscy

2. %We hawo Dao c1|. Teebs 20, Mocha &

I hava been In the education/childcare Industry sinco the
beginning of 2011
Belioridgo O5HC |15 tha first OEHC service | have worked
In and bagan bare In July 2032

| en|oy long drives for day trips and watching AFL

Parul

b e e s s

Patel

Assistant

| arn an assistant hera.

I hawe been working as an aducalor within CA since
2023, | Bkp working with chidraa.

1 an|oy travnlll £ and al=n :InF new piaces. | also Bke
watching movies and TW.

2IC

| am the first assistant here at Ballbrldga.
| have beon working with Camp Ausstralla siece 2021 and

begzn at Belflbridge In May 2021,

I complated my Cart 3 In Childhood Education and Cara In

301% and complefed my lploma of School Aged Care In
2076

| hawa two bozutiul pats at home.

I @njoy movies and music In my spare time.

Emma
Donaldson

Assistant

I'm 3 bubaly, caring and n
years exparienca working with chidren between 3-12
years old.

alizbiz, positive parson, with 4

I"m a dedicated educator with passion for fostaring a lowve
of learning In chilidren.
| ballove In craating warm, engaging ard nolusive spaces
far all children to explore thedr unique potential
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Outside School Hours Care 1\/\/j @Camp _
Australia

Newsletter e

7.2 Wk. 1.2.3, 2026
- 4 Your .
OSHC- ROCKETEERS

Bellbridge Primary School

Complaints, Concerns, Opinions, Points to Raise

It has come to our attention, through discussion with school leadership, that there are some
families that may not be aware of the complaints procedure or how to raise any concerns,
points, opinions, etc.

Through discussion with my company leadership, | have been reminded of our process and
encourage you as our clients to review this area and check out your end of things on our App.

So, the app that you register and book with, is the same portal that you can file a complaint,
concern, opinion, raise a query, etc.

By doing this via the portal and via customer care, it will mean that your voice is being heard,
reordered, registered and followed up with C.A. leadership, not just us in service or on the
ground. This is a great way for our management, leadership, head office to keep track of
concerns, complaints and have yourself contacted by someone in head office, rather than us on
the ground.

1) File complaint, concern, etc.

2) It will be received from Customer Care and distributed to necessary contacts with 48

hours.
3) Someone from head office, C.A leadership will contact you with 48 hours of receiving that
info from Customer Care.
4) Matter gets followed up, reflected upon, discussed, actioned, etc.

5) Matter gets closed — however, does not disappear and can be looked back on at any

time.

If you feel your concern, complaint, etc. has not been followed up appropriately, please get in
contact with one of us in service, or call head office directly.

5am —9pm

customercare@campaustralia.com.au or osch@campaustralia.com.au

1300 105 343
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