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BELLBRIDGE NEWS 
 

Telephone: 9749 6161  Address: 120 Bellbridge Drive, Hoppers Crossing, 3029 Email: bellbridge.ps@education.vic.gov.au 
Website: www.bellbridgeps.vic.edu.au 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/BellbridgePrimary3029  
 

 

 

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER   

Wednesday 6th May    - District Cross Country 
Thursday 7th May    - Motherôs Day Stall 
Friday 8th May     - Grade P-2 assembly (2:00pm in Gym) 
Thursday 14th and Friday 15th May   - Wyndham Tech Schools Primary Program (selected Gr 6s) 
Friday 15th May    - Walk Safely to School Day 
Friday 15th May    - Grade 3-6 assembly (2:00pm in Gym) 
Monday 18th to Friday 22nd May   - Education Week 
Monday 18th May    - School Council 
Monday 18th May    - Gr 5/6 Author Visit (Dean Rankine) 
Tuesday 19th May    - Gr 3/4 Author Visit (Michael Wagner) 
Tuesday 19th May    - 3A and 3B community walk 
Wednesday 20th May    - Gr P-2 Author Visit (Jane Godwin) 
Thursday 21st May    - 3C and 3D community walk 
Thursday 21st May    - Open Classroom (2:00-2:30pm) 
Friday 22nd May    - Grade P-2 assembly (2:00pm in Gym) 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  COMPASS is the main form of communication between school and home . I t is 

important that all families are using this communication tool. If you are un able to login, or have 

forgotten your password, please contact the school and our office  staff  will be happy to assist . 

 

MOTHERôS DAY STALL 
Our Motherôs Day Stall is on Thursday 7th May from approximately 8:40am-11:45am (in the spare Grade 4 
classroom, Library building).  
Each class has a rostered time to go to the Mother's Day Stall to purchase gifts. 
All gifts are $5.00 each and there is a limit of two gifts per student. 
The stall will also be open on Friday 8th May (8:00am-8:30am) for any students that are unable to purchase 
their gift on Thursday. 
Parents/carers are encouraged to send money to school in a sealed envelope with their childôs name on it. 
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OPEN CLASSROOM SESSION 
Our classrooms will be open to families on Thursday 21st May from 2:00-2:30pm. This falls in Education Week 
where the focus is óShowcase Your Schoolô. If youôd like to visit your child/children in their classroom/s, thereôs 
no need to sign in at the office. We hope you enjoy this opportunity to be a part of your childôs learning at 
school.  
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SCHOOL POLICIES 
Bellbridge Primary School continually review and update our polices according to DET guidelines. All policies 
are available from our school website via: https://www.bellbridgeps.vic.edu.au/policies-and-forms.html. If you 
have any suggestions, comments or question about the policies or our practices, please contact the school via 
9749 6161 or bellbridge.ps@education.vic.gov.au. 
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PRINCIPALôS MESSAGE 

 

A Strong Start to Term 2  

As we move further into Term 2, it has been fantastic to see the continued growth, enthusiasm, and resilience 

demonstrated by our students across all year levels. Classrooms have been vibrant spaces of learning, with 

students engaging deeply in their studies, supporting one another, and embracing new challenges with 

confidence. 

Our staff continue to work collaboratively to refine teaching practices, ensuring that every student is supported 

and challenged. The consistent use of high-impact teaching strategies, particularly opportunities for students 

to respond, reflect, and apply their learning, has been evident across the school. This shared approach is 

helping to create a cohesive and supportive learning environment for all. 

 
Celebrating NAPLAN Achievement  

I am very pleased to share some encouraging news regarding our indicative NAPLAN results for our Year 3 

and Year 5 students. These early results show clear improvement in both Reading and Numeracy, reflecting 

the strong progress our students are making in these key areas of learning. 

This achievement is a testament to the consistent, focused work happening in classrooms every day. Our staff 

have maintained a clear commitment to evidence-based teaching practices, with an emphasis on supporting 

every student to grow from their individual starting point. It is particularly pleasing to see this growth reflected 

across both cohorts, highlighting the impact of a whole-school approach to teaching and learning in the years 

leading up to the assessments. 

I look forward to receiving the rest of the results, including growth results and sharing them with our community 

in the near future. 

 
Welcoming Back  

We are delighted to welcome back Mrs Kitchen, who has returned to support teaching and learning across the 

school. Mrs Kitchen is working closely with students through targeted small group programs, providing 

additional support and extension opportunities in wellbeing to ensure every learner is able to thrive. Her 

experience and strong relationships with students are already having a positive impact, and we are very 

pleased to have her back as part of our team. 

I would also like to recognise the outstanding work of our Wellbeing Assistant Principal, Mrs Simpson. Mrs 

Simpson continues to play a pivotal role in supporting the wellbeing of our students, staff, and families. Her 

leadership ensures that wellbeing remains at the forefront of everything we do, helping to create a safe, 

inclusive, and supportive environment where all members of our community feel valued and connected to our 

school. 

Thank you to both Mrs Kitchen and Mrs Simpson for their ongoing dedication and contribution to our school. 

Their work makes a meaningful difference each and every day. 

 
Update on Industrial Action  

We have been advised that the AEU stop work action initially scheduled for next week has been suspended 

for 2 weeks. This decision follows positive progress reported through ongoing discussions between the 

Australian Education Union, the State Government, and the Department of Education. We are hopeful that this 

progress will continue, supporting positive outcomes for staff and schools across the system. We will keep our 

community informed should there be any further updates, as we receive information from the Department of 

Education. 

 
2027 Prep Enrolments Now Open  

We are pleased to advise that enrolments for our 2027 Prep intake are now open. If you have a child starting 

school in 2027 or know of families within the community who may be interested, we encourage you to begin 

the enrolment process. If you are unsure about enrolment timelines or have younger siblings who may be 

attending in the future, please contact the school office. Our team is more than happy to discuss your 

individual circumstances and support you through the process. Weekly tours are also conducted at 9am each 

Monday for a glimpse into the great work we do. 
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Improving Our School Environment  

We are pleased to share that repairs to the spider web playground have now started under warranty. In 

addition, planning and development have begun on a new space between the Prep and Grade 5 classrooms. 

This area will provide further opportunities for learning, seating and shade. We look forward to sharing more 

updates as this exciting project progresses. Watch this space. 

 
School Newsle tter Inclusions  

Based on feedback in Term 1 from our schoolôs Consultative Committee and School Council, our school 

newsletters are moving away from a year level entry in each newsletter. This adjustment has been influenced 

by the increased communication with families by teachers on a weekly basis as part of our new homework 

routines. 

You will now see newsletter additions according to the following roster: 

Week 3 ï Prep, Grade 1, Grade 2, Physical Education, Auslan and Visual Arts. 

Week 5 ï Grade 3, Grade 4, Grade 5, Grade 6, Performing Arts and STEM. 

Week 7 ï Prep, Grade 1, Grade 2, Physical Education, Auslan and Visual Arts. 

Week 9 - Grade 3, Grade 4, Grade 5, Grade 6, Performing Arts and STEM. 

 
Working Together as a Community  

Thank you to our families for your ongoing partnership. Your support at home, whether through reading, 

discussing learning, or maintaining routines, plays a vital role in your childôs success at school. Strong 

connections between home and school make a significant difference. 

As we look ahead, there are many exciting opportunities on the horizon, including upcoming events, 

excursions, and continued learning milestones. We encourage all students to stay engaged, be curious, and 

take pride in their efforts. 

 

Thank you to our entire school community for your continued support and commitment. 

 

Warm regards, 

Christopher Pugh  

Principal 

Bellbridge Primary School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter roster for year level/specialist items: 

Week 3 ï Prep, Grade 1, Grade 2, Physical Education, Auslan and Visual Arts. 

Week 5 ï Grade 3, Grade 4, Grade 5, Grade 6, Performing Arts and STEM. 

Week 7 ï Prep, Grade 1, Grade 2, Physical Education, Auslan and Visual Arts. 

Week 9 - Grade 3, Grade 4, Grade 5, Grade 6, Performing Arts and STEM. 
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PREP LEARNING  

 
Prep students have been exploring common two-dimensional shapes, developing their understanding of the 
number of sides each shape has. They have thoroughly enjoyed creating shapes in fun and engaging waysð
using popsicle sticks in the classroom and even forming shapes with their bodies on the basketball court. It 
has been wonderful to see their confidence grow as they recognise and name shapes in the world around 
them. 
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GRADE 1 LEARNING  

 
Grade 1 students have been busy learning all about Australian animals and Australian landmarks. During their 
English lessons, students learnt about the ñbig red rockò called Uluru and facts about Quokkas. They then got 
the chance to write down everything they know. It is safe to say, they have become experts!  
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GRADE 2 LEARNING  

 
Last week one of our Grade 2 students spent 50 bee tokens to share their pet. To our surprise he bought in a 
pet praying mantis! The students enjoyed a tactile experience with the insect and learnt information on feeding 
and caring for the praying mantis. 
 

     
 

    
 
This week we had another pet visit from a studentôs pet cat, Slinky. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION  LEARNING  

 

GRADE 3-6 ATHLETICS 
For Term 2 in Physical Education, we have started very busy. In Week 1, our 
Grade 3ï6 students wrapped up their learning on athletics with one final 
preparation lesson before taking part in the Bellbridge Grade 3ï6 Athletics Day. 
It was fantastic to see students apply their skills and knowledge across all 
events. 
 

The day was a great success, with students 
demonstrating excellent sportsmanship, enthusiasm, 
and healthy competition throughout both the athletics 
events and house games. It was wonderful to see 
everyone getting involved, supporting one another, 
and giving their best effort. Our winning house was 
Gillard with 1507 points, followed by Hughes with 
1449 points, Coker in third spot on 1446 points and in 
last place Middleton on 1221 points. 
 
A big thank you to our parent helpers, staff, and 

students for contributing to such a positive and well-run day. We were also lucky 
to enjoy some beautiful weather, which made the event even more enjoyable for 
all involved. 
 
AFL VICTORIA CLINICS 
In Week 2, the whole school enjoyed a fantastic sporting clinic run by AFL 
Victoria during their Physical Education lessons. Students had the opportunity to 
develop their ball-handling skills and build their understanding of game sense 
through a range of fun and engaging activities. 
 
Throughout the rest of the term, our PrepïGrade 2 students will be focusing on developing their kicking and 
punting skills through a variety of games and skill-based activities. Meanwhile, students in Grades 3ï6 will be 
building their knowledge of game play by learning how to run and officiate their own games of soccer and AFL, 
encouraging teamwork, leadership, and decision-making. 
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AUSLAN  LEARNING  

 

Preps have been learning signs for the names of common items that might be in their school bags. Grade 1 
and 2 students have been learning to sign more complicated sentences about what is inside their school bags.  
This week the focus has been on learning how to sign something loving to their mums or other special ladies 
in their lives ready for the weekend.  
 
 
 
  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Grade 5 have been learning signs for various sports. They have 
been collating data about what the favourite sports were for their 
class and graphing the data. They then signed questions and 
answers about the information depicted in the graphs with each 
other.  
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VISUAL ARTS  LEARNING  

 
Prep 
Preps students explored personal strengths through the Respectful Relationships program and created 
drawings of themselves using lines and shapes to represent these strengths. 
Last week, students moved into watercolour painting, learning techniques such as wet on wet and wet on dry. 
They began creating special Motherôs Day artworks, focusing on careful paint use, following instructions, and 
experimenting with colour and shape. 
 

 
Grade 1 
Grade 1 students investigated different painting techniques and applications. 
They experimented with straw blowing, scrape painting and blending primary 
colours to create secondary colours. Students extended their skills through 
bubble painting, creating textured artworks for Motherôs Day. They also 
reflected on their preferred techniques and how different methods create 
different artistic effects. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grade 2 
Grade 2 students were introduced to the artist 
Pablo Picasso, learning about his Blue Period and 
the concept of Cubism. 
Week 1: Students designed their own cubist guitar, 

focusing on shape, line, and pattern.  

Week 2: Students began constructing their guitars 

using cardboard, carefully cutting and painting 

pieces using tones (value) of one colour.  

Students are developing an understanding of how 
artists use shape, perspective, and colour value to 
express ideas. 
 
 
 

Grade 3 
Grade 3 students explored positive and negative space and began working with doodle art. 
Week 1: Students brainstormed categories and generated creative ideas for their artwork.  
Week 2: Students began assembling their artworks by creating a central image and filling surrounding space 
with detailed doodles.  
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There has been a strong focus on creativity, collaboration, and planning, as well as reflecting on how space is 
used effectively in art. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Grade 4 
Grade 4 students began learning about 
Vincent van Gogh, focusing on his famous 
Sunflowers artworks. 
Week 1: Students explored Van Goghôs style 
and planned their sunflower artworks, 
considering materials and techniques.  
Week 2: Students began creating their 
artworks, focusing on:  

o Form (3D effect)  

o Texture (implied and actual)  

o Colour value  

Students are working towards producing 
detailed sunflower pieces over multiple sessions. 
 
 

TERM 2, WEEK 2 ATTENDANCE UPDATE 
 

Congratulations to Prep A, Prep B, 1A, 2C, 3D, 4B, 4C, 5B, 5C, 6A and 6D for receiving class awards at assembly 
so far this term.  
 
Please refer to the table below for the percentage achieved by each class in Week 1-8, as well as the average 
percentage per year level. We are aiming for an average of 3 or less days absent per student each term. Well 
done to all the grades for being under our target already! 
 

 
 
Please be sure to update any unexplained absences for your child in Compass at your soonest convenience. If 
you require any assistance, stop by the office and we can help. 
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MATHS LEARNING  

 
Games are a great way to reinforce basic math skills. Your children probably wonôt even realise how 
much theyôre learning. These are some fun math games you can play with the family using just a few 

dice and some playing cards.  
 

Beat It!   
Players: 2 or more 
Object: To make the highest number in each round. 
How to Play:  Roll three or four dice, depending on ability. Arrange your dice so that you 
make the greatest number.  The winner of the round is the player with the greatest 
number.  The winner of the game is the player with the most wins at the end of 10 
rounds. 

 
Pig 

Players: 2 or more 
Object: To be the first to get to 100 
How to Play:  First player rolls two dice and finds the sum.  They can keep rolling as long 
as they want and continue to add each new number to their sum.  If they roll a one, the 
player scores 0 for that round.  If both dice show a one, the playerôs entire score is 
erased and they must begin again at 0! 

 
Dot It First!  

Players: 2 or more 
Object:  To get the largest product when multiplying. 
How to Play:  Each player needs a pair of dice.  Everyone rolls their dice at the same time.  Each player 
multiplies the two numbers together.  The one with the greater product wins that round and gets a tally 
mark.  The first player to get 10 tally marks wins. 
 

Close Call  
Players: 2-4 players 
Object: To have the most points after 5 rounds 
How to Play:  Remove the 10ôs and face cards from the deck. Shuffle and deal each player 6 cards.  Players 
choose 4 of their cards to make two 2-digit numbers to add together to get as close to 100 
without going over.  Arrange cards so all can see your addition problem. Each player adds 
their numbers and records their total.  The player with the sum closest to 100 without going 
over wins a point.  In the case of a tie, each player gets a point.  Shuffle the cards and deal 
again.  The player with the most points after 5 rounds is the winner. 
Variations:  Players can select only 2 cards to create single digit numbers, and the goal is 
to reach 10 or 15, or keep it the same and multiply the numbers.  Deal 8 cards and players 
choose 6 cards and create 3-digit numbers.  Set the goal to 1,000.  
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