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BELLBRIDGE NEWS 
 

Telephone: 9749 6161  Address: 120 Bellbridge Drive, Hoppers Crossing, 3029 Email: bellbridge.ps@education.vic.gov.au 
Website: www.bellbridgeps.vic.edu.au 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/BellbridgePrimary3029  
 

 

 

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER   

Wednesday 20th May    - Grade P-2 Author Visit (Jane Godwin) 
Thursday 21st May    - 3C and 3D community walk 
Thursday 21st May    - Open Classroom (2:00-2:30pm) 
Friday 22nd May    - Grade P-2 assembly (2:00pm in Gym) 
Monday 25th to Friday 29th May   - Buddies Week (wear a touch of purple on Monday 25/5) 
Tuesday 26th May    - Grade 3 incursion (Urban Upcycle) 
Wednesday 27th May     - Grade 6 Gala Day 
Wednesday 27th May     - National Simultaneous Storytime (at midday) 
Thursday 28th May    - Crazy Hair Day 
Thursday 28th May    - Division Cross Country 
Friday 29th May    - Grade 3-6 assembly (2:00pm in Gym) 
Monday 1st to Friday 5th June   - National Reconciliation Week 
Tuesday 2nd June    - 3A and 3B Community Walk 
Thursday 4th June    - 3C and 3D Community Walk 
Friday 5th June    - Second Hand Uniform Shop (8:00-8:30am) 
Friday 5th June    - Grade P-2 assembly (2:00pm in Gym) 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  COMPASS is the main form of communication between school and home . I t is 

important that all families are using this communication tool. If you are un able to login, or have 

forgotten your password, please contact the school and our office  staff  will be happy to assist . 
 
 

OPEN CLASSROOM SESSION 
Our classrooms will be open to families on Thursday 21st May from 2:00-2:30pm. This falls in Education Week 
where the focus is óShowcase Your Schoolô. If youôd like to visit your child/children in their classroom/s, thereôs 
no need to sign in at the office. We hope you enjoy this opportunity to be a part of your childôs learning at 
school.  
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SCHOOL POLICIES 
Bellbridge Primary School continually review and update our polices according to DET guidelines. All policies 
are available from our school website via: https://www.bellbridgeps.vic.edu.au/policies-and-forms.html. If you 
have any suggestions, comments or question about the policies or our practices, please contact the school via 
9749 6161 or bellbridge.ps@education.vic.gov.au. 
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CRAZY HAIR DAY  
On Thursday 28th May, we will be celebrating Crazy Hair Day at school. Students are invited to come along 
with wild hairstyles, colourful hair, or fun wigs to show off their imagination. A gold coin donation is 
encouraged, with all proceeds going to support the Leukaemia Foundation. We look forward to seeing 
everyoneôs crazy creations while supporting a great cause! 
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PRINCIPALôS MESSAGE 

 

As we move through Term 2, it has been wonderful to see students continuing to build confidence, friendships 
and positive learning habits across the school. This term, our focus continues to be on supporting students to 
feel connected, engaged and ready to learn each day. 
 

Building Positive Learning Habits  
Across the school, students have been working hard to strengthen routines that support learning and 
wellbeing. Consistent expectations, positive reinforcement and supportive relationships all play an important 
role in helping students feel safe and successful at school. 
Some of the strategies students are practising include: 
¶ Using expected learning behaviours in the classroom  

¶ Building independence with routines and organisation  

¶ Developing positive peer relationships and problem-solving skills  

¶ Asking for help when needed  

¶ Managing emotions and challenges in respectful ways  

We continue to be proud of the way our students support one another and demonstrate resilience throughout 
the school day. 
 

Term 1 Attendance Update  
In Term 1, we saw a range of reasons for student absences, with illness being the most common, followed by 
school-based activities and late arrivals. Family holidays and unexplained absences also made up a significant 
portion of time away from school. While we understand that some absences are unavoidable, every day at 
school counts for learning, friendships and wellbeing. Regular attendance helps students stay connected to 
their learning, maintain friendships and build confidence in the classroom. 
We encourage families to support regular attendance by: 
¶ Planning holidays during school breaks where possible  

¶ Ensuring students arrive on time, particularly for important morning learning such as phonics  

¶ Communicating with the school if your child is unable to attend  

Late arrivals can also have a significant impact on students. Arriving late often means missing important 
morning learning, including phonics, literacy instruction and classroom routines that help students feel settled 
and prepared for the day ahead. Students who arrive late can sometimes feel unsettled entering an already 
busy classroom and may find it harder to transition into learning successfully. 
If your family is experiencing challenges around attendance, please reach out. Our staff are here to work 
alongside families to support students to attend and engage successfully at school. 
 

Supporting Student Wellbeing  
Tier 2 intervention programs are now well established. These include the continuation of Minecraft Social Skills 
groups for Year 2 students and LEGO® Therapy/Social Skills programs for Year 1 students. In addition, the 
school is introducing new external programs, including Bloom Within, Melbourne United ñStand Tall,ò and 
Football Australia coaching initiatives. These programs provide valuable opportunities to support student 
engagement and wellbeing across multiple year levels. The schoolôs therapy dog, Chase, has also continued 
to support student wellbeing, including birthday visits and targeted work with Prep students to support early 
reading development. We know that all students will have times where they need extra support, 
encouragement or connection. Working together between home and school helps us provide the best possible 
support for every child. 
 

Rubbish Relay  
Weôre excited to introduce a new weekly initiative called Rubbish Relay, taking place every Friday. Our House 
Captains will visit each classroom to count pieces of rubbish, encouraging students to keep their learning 
spaces clean and tidy. At the end of the term, the class with the least amount of rubbish collected will earn 
House Points for their team. This initiative aims to build pride in our school environment and reduce the 
amount of rubbish that ends up in the yard. Families can support this initiative by packing waste-free lunches 
where possible, such as using reusable containers (e.g. Tupperware), wrapping food in reusable wraps, and 
including fresh fruit instead of packaged snacks. 
 

Working in Partnership  
Thank you to our families for your ongoing communication and partnership. Sharing information early allows 
us to better support students both socially and emotionally at school. If you have any concerns about your 
childôs wellbeing, engagement or attendance, donôt hesitate to contact your childôs classroom teacher or the 
Wellbeing Team. Together, we can continue to support all students to feel safe, connected and ready to learn. 
 

Pene Toose Assistant Principal (Wellbeing) 
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GRADE 3 LEARNING  

 
Grade 3 students have been learning about biomes and have constructed a set of 'trioramas' based on 

different biomes. They have included vegetation, animals and water sources in their trioramas, showcasing 

their learning and creativity. They are looking splendid so far! Keep up the amazing work. 
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GRADE 4 LEARNING  

 
Over the past two weeks, our Grade 4 students have enjoyed an exciting hands-on learning experience as 
they watched eggs in the incubator hatch into chicks right in their classrooms. Through observing and caring 
for the chicks each day, students learnt about animal life cycles, growth, and the responsibilities involved in 
caring for living things. This engaging experience brought science to life and created many memorable 
moments filled with curiosity, excitement, and wonder. 
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GRADE 5 LEARNING  

 

Grade 5 students explored the continents of North America, Europe and Asia, learning about their countries, 
cultures, landmarks and geographical features. Students showed great curiosity as they compared the 
similarities and differences between each continent and discovered many famous places around the world. 
Students created a postcard from a well-known European landmark, using descriptive language and creative 
details to share what they might see and experience there. It has been wonderful to see the student's creativity 
and enthusiasm throughout this unit of work. 
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GRADE 6 LEARNING  

 

Grade 6 students were excited to welcome author and illustrator Dean Rankine for a special visit to Bellbridge 
on Monday 18th May. During the session, students discovered how facial expressions bring characters to life in 
stories and films and had the chance to practise their own illustration skills using techniques shared by Dean. 
It was an inspiring and hands-on experience that sparked plenty of creativity! 
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S.T.E.M. LEARNING  

 

Systems Engineering for Conservation with Wyndham Tech School 
(in association with Werribee Open Range Zoo) 

 

Wow! What an amazing excursion for a bunch of our excelling S.T.E.M. Grade 6 stars. 
Last week they were involved in a 2-day enrichment program designed for high-ability Grade 6 students enrolled in 
government schools, offering an early pathway into advanced S.T.E.M. learning typically explored in Years 7ï8. 
 

   
 

On Day 1, students visited Werribee Open Range Zoo where they were introduced to the concept of food webs and 
learned about mosquitofish, an invasive species that threaten Australia's native ecosystem, particularly the 
Werribee River, which runs through the zoo.  
 

   
 

They got a personalised tour of the zoo, looking at the various habitats, and seeing how technology was being used 
to enhance the wellbeing of the animals, including the wonderful new 21-hectare state-of-the-art elephant complex. 
 

   
 

On Day 2, they visited the Wyndham Tech School, where they worked through design thinking processes to come 
up with ideas to solve real world problems, that they had seen at the Zoo.  
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They then got to put their ideas into action, creating a variety of prototypes for their solutions, using Lego Spike 
Prime Robotics kits.  
 

   
 

The day concluded with a fun podcasting session to reflect on their amazing 2-day program. 
 

   
 

A big thank you to the amazing team at Wyndham Tech School who coordinated the program.  
Our students were exemplary, as always, helping us receive great accolades from the Zoo and Wyndham Tech 
School staff.  
We continue to develop our partnership and look forward to many more amazing opportunities for our future 
S.T.E.M. stars!!  
 

 
 

Farewell and Thank You Bellbridge!  
This amazing outing was my last excursion with the Bellbridge superstars, and after 20 amazing years at the 
school, I will be leaving at the end of this term. 
Iôd like to take this opportunity to thank the whole Bellbridge community for an amazing time and wish everyone the 
very best going forward. 
I look forward to hearing amazing stories of our students as they head off and achieve their dreams. 

All the best, Mr. Sisson   
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PERFORMING ARTS LEARNING  

 
It has been a busy and exciting term in Performing Arts across Grade 3-6 with everyone focusing on Music. 

 
 
Our Grade 3 students have been learning all about percussion 
instruments from around the world. Throughout the term, students 
have travelled musically across different countries and cultures, 
discovering unique instruments and performance styles. So far, 
we have visited Mali and played the djembe, Cuba and explored 
bongos, Trinidad and Tobago and performed on steel pan drums, 
China and Africa while experimenting with steel tongue drums, 
and Tibet where students experienced the calming sounds of 
singing bowls. Students have loved learning how music connects 
cultures across the globe.  
 

 
 
Grade 4 students have been ñGroovinô the Classroomò by using 
classroom percussion instruments such as bongos, djembes and 
tambourines to create layered rhythms that sound like a real drum 
kit. Students have also been composing their own rhythm 
patterns and performing them in groups. Singing has been 
another major focus this term, with students developing 
confidence in using their voices and learning how to sing together 
as an ensemble. 

 
 
 
 
Our Grade 5 students have been engaged in an exciting guitar unit. They have learnt about 
the different parts of the guitar, how to read chord sheets and several guitar chords which 
has enabled them to play a range of songs. Next, students will begin learning how to read 
guitar tabs and perform one-string riffs as they continue building their musical skills. 
 
 

 
Grade 6 students began the term learning about Indigenous 
artist Archie Roach and his award-winning song óTook the 
Children Awayô. Following this, students explored digital music 
creation by composing songs using Chrome Music Lab and 
editing their work with Audacity. Up next is their final Performing 
Arts project for primary school ð ñBellbridgeôs Got Talentò ð 
where students will showcase their unique talents and creativity 
in a special end-of-unit performance. 
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MATHS LEARNING  

 
The Department of Education has launched a new web page to support parents and carers to support 
studentsô development of early number sense. 
The page includes: 

- Videos from Victorian primary schools,  

- Free printable resources, 

- Numeracy-based animation series, 

- Daily numeracy focused activities, and 

- Practical advice for parents, families and carers. 

The printable resources and animations are also available in a range of different languages. 
The page can be found here: 
https://www.vic.gov.au/mathematics-and-numeracy-home 
As your childôs first teacher, you play an important role in helping develop their numeracy skills from an early 
age. 

 
 

ATTENDANCE  

 

TERM 2, WEEK 5 ATTENDANCE UPDATE 
 

Congratulations to Prep A, Prep B, Prep C, 1A, 1C, 2C, 3D, 4B, 4C, 5B, 5C, 6A, 6B and 6D for receiving class 
awards at assembly so far this term.  
 
Please refer to the table below for the percentage achieved by each class in Week 1-5, as well as the average 
percentage per year level. We are aiming for an average of 3 or less days absent per student each term. Well 
done to all the grades for being under our target already! 

 
Please be sure to update any unexplained absences for your child in Compass at your soonest convenience. If 
you require any assistance, stop by the office and we can help. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Prep A ς 1.80 1A ς 1.33 2A ς 2.25 3A ς 1.70 4A ς 2.19 5A ς 1.87 6A ς 1.61 

Prep B ς 2.0 1B ς 1.33 2B ς 2.15 3B ς 1.77 4B ς 1.53 5B ς 1.40 6B ς 1.61 

Prep C ς 1.05 1C ς 2.33 2C ς 0.95 3C ς 2.53 4C ς 1.92 5C ς 1.03 6C ς 1.92 

Prep D ς 2.09   3D ς 1.65   6D ς 2.46 

       

Average: 1.73 Average: 1.66 Average: 1.78 Average: 1.91 Average: 1.88 Average: 1.43  Average: 1.9 

https://www.vic.gov.au/mathematics-and-numeracy-home
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AFL Victoria after  school  Auskick and Superkick for GIRLS in Wyndham & surrounding areas  

 
Join passionate and supportive coaches in this 4-week, Term 2 Auskick and Superkick program where footy is 
designed to welcome and empower girls, have fun, and be themselves! 
 
Auskick (for ages 4 -6) ï A fun, introductory program designed to help younger kids develop basic AFL skills 
in a supportive, friendly environment. 
 
Superkick (for ages 7 -12) ï Aimed at kids who are ready to take their AFL skills to the next level, focusing on 
skill development and team play. 
 
Where: Wyndham Vale South Oval (Wyndham Vale Football Club) 
When:  Monday's 5pm-6pm (Starting 25th May) 
Cost:  $55 per person (Includes a football) 
 
Register now:  Scan the QR code on the flyer or click the link below: 
Auskick (5-7 Years old) 
https://www.playhq.com/afl/register/eac1c0 
Superkick (7-12 Years old) 
https://www.playhq.com/afl/register/7404d2 
 
Any queries, please don't hesitate to email jordan.cochrane1@afl.com.au 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.playhq.com%2Fafl%2Fregister%2Feac1c0&data=05%7C02%7CBelinda.Lester%40education.vic.gov.au%7C4032f2b44e9843edbf3608deabeaee53%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639137222686084498%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=L6b7%2FsWRhy4ov126eLBPsX4RozozF%2BIPgup%2BmjV8XUk%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.playhq.com%2Fafl%2Fregister%2F7404d2&data=05%7C02%7CBelinda.Lester%40education.vic.gov.au%7C4032f2b44e9843edbf3608deabeaee53%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639137222686112533%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SedbdxbM9IYLUbFTMsK%2Ft3uUBLR6GJJd5Nyrm3KGU84%3D&reserved=0
mailto:jordan.cochrane1@afl.com.au
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