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SPECIALIST TEAM NEWSLETTER 

~ Term 1, 2026 ~ 
 

S.T.E.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) 

Grade 3 – WE ARE SCIENTISTS - students will continue their S.T.E.M. journey as they discover the 
wonders of science through a series of fun, hands-on experiments. They will learn about surface 
pressure and air resistance, creating water bugs and parachutes. Have your child demonstrate and try 
to explain how they work when they bring their creations home. They will then get to apply their 
learning in short design projects looking at the effects of friction, including creating friction games.  
At home, you can share where friction helps and hinders simple machines e.g. using the brakes on a 
bicycle, or how rust can slow down the chain. 
 
Grade 4 – NETBOOK Skills & Simple Machines - students will learn key netbook skills for use across 
the curriculum as part of the 1:1 netbook program. They will discover the many exciting software 
programs included to aid their learning, including animation and C.A.D. (Computer Aided Design) 
programs. They will create folders on their desktop including a Portfolio of best work. If your child 
takes their netbook home, have them share their work and demonstrate the software they used. They 
will then move on to looking at ‘Simple Machines’ through lots of hands-on activities and seeing how 
they are used in everyday life to make work easier. They will use their netbook to record their 
creations, again saving their work to be shared in their Portfolio folders. 
 
Grade 5 – CODING & Bike Education – students will begin to explore some of the exciting 
possibilities in the world of coding and robotics. They will learn basic  
programming concepts and will also have the opportunity to use block coding within a variety of 
platforms including Blockly, Code.org, Hour of Code and Scratch. This software is free or already 
loaded on their netbooks, so they can further practise and extend themselves at home. They will then 
start the Bike Education program, which again will be incorporated into the S.T.E.M. program, allowing 
for more in-depth study of the mechanics involved. If your child has a bike at home, they can 
demonstrate the skills and safety tips they have learned. More information regarding the Bike Ed. 
sessions will follow shortly. 
 
Grade 6 – Famous Scientists, Green Screening & Electricity - students will study famous scientists 
and inventors and how their work has impacted today’s world. They will experiment with green screen 
and animation software to create short movie productions, illustrating their research and starring 
themselves! Have your child share their learning at home and if they bring their netbook home they 
can share their green screen presentations. They will then go on to explore the way that electricity 
moves around a circuit. They will be encouraged to apply their understanding in creative ways and 
develop persistence during problem-solving tasks. Students will have the opportunity to use a variety 
of interactive technologies, when designing an interactive piece of their choice. 
 
Mike Sisson (S.T.E.M. teacher) 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Prep students will be learning about ‘locomotion’, including different ways we can move our body to 
perform a variety of actions including running, jumping, leaping, hopping and skipping. Students will 
then be focusing on the fundamental motor skill of throwing and catching, including the overarm and 
underarm throw. This allows them to form a fantastic physical development foundation for any future 
sports and activities they may pursue. Students can practice their throwing and catching at home 
using any ball throwing and catching against a wall; Start with a throw, wall, bounce then catch! 

Grade 1 and 2 students will initially be exposed to a unit on sportsmanship, correct behaviour and 
rules in Physical Education, including the safe use of indoor and outdoor equipment and play. They will 
also be learning about locomotion, including different ways we can move our body. Students will then 
be focusing on the fundamental motor skill of throwing and catching, including the overarm and 
underarm throw. This allows them to further develop their skills to form a fantastic physical 
development foundation for any future sports and activities they may pursue. Students can practice 
their throwing and catching at home using any ball throwing and catching against a wall! Start with a 
throw, wall, bounce then catch! 

Grade 3 and 4 students will be focusing on a unit on Athletics/fitness unit learning skills such as 
endurance, speed, strength and agility tests in preparation for the upcoming Cross Country event 
later in the term and our Athletics carnival at the start of Term 2! Students can practice their 
athletics events at home such as their long and triple jump technique and increase their fitness by 
spending time outside being active. 

Grade 5 and 6 students will then be challenged with an athletics and fitness unit including 
endurance, speed, strength and agility tests in preparation for the upcoming Cross Country event 
later in the term and our Athletics carnival at the start of Term 2. The Grade 6s will also play a 
variety of sports in preparation for Gala Day. Students can practice their athletics events at home 
such as their long and triple jump technique and increase their fitness by spending time outside being 
active. 

Cruze Henshaw and Alycia Morgan (Physical Education teachers) 
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VISUAL ARTS 

Prep students will be introduced to the Art room, including routines, expectations, and a range of 
materials and equipment. They will develop foundational fine motor skills such as drawing different 
lines with markers, cutting with scissors, and pasting with glue. In Term One, students will explore 
line, pattern, colour, and shape. They will create a self-portrait using shapes and learn the three 
primary colours. Students will be introduced to artists Piet Mondrian, who used primary colours, and 
Alma Thomas, who created collaged artworks using patterns, colours, and simple shapes. To support 
learning at home, suggested activities include allowing them to hold, draw and colour with an 
assortment of colouring tools to build fine motor skills. 

Grade 1 students will revise the Art room expectations, develop their skills and discover how Art 
can be creative. This year, they will learn about the 7 Elements of Art. In Term one, students will 
focus on Line, Colour & Shape. Colour collages will be created. Students will revise primary & 
secondary, warm & cool colours, and they will learn about analogous colours. They will study an 
Indigenous artist - Emily Kngwarreye and look at her use of line. Students will also learn about 
Romero Britto and his fantastic use of shapes, lines & colours. To support learning at home, suggested 
activities include practising drawing shapes, and mixing primary colours to discover secondary colours, 
with textas, pastels, crayons or paints. 

Grade 2 students will revise the Art room expectations and have opportunities to express their art 
through units in mark making, collage, painting and construction. This year, they will learn about the 7 
Elements of Art. In Term one, students will focus on Line, Colour & Space. They will revise warm & 
cool colours, and mark making with Zentangles. Students will learn about positive and negative spaces 
in Art and create Autumn paintings demonstrating the elements of Space. To support learning at 
home, suggested activities include exploring Zentangles and practising varieties of mark making, from 
simple to challenging. 

Grade 3 students will revise the Art room expectations and have opportunities to express their art 
through units in drawing, painting and mark making. This year, they will learn about the 7 Elements of 
Art. In Term one, students will touch on Line, Colour, Shape, Texture & Space. They will learn about 
drawing to show perspective and painting to show texture and movement. Students will learn about 
the sensational Mr.Doodle and create their own ‘spaghetti graffiti’ style art and incorporate their 
learnings about positive and negative space into their artwork. To support learning at home, 
suggested activities include finding out about the 7 elements of Art, positive and negative space in 
Art, and viewing Mr.Doodle’s art! 

Grade 4 students will revise the Art room expectations and have opportunities to express their art 
through units in drawing & painting. This year, they will learn about the 7 Elements of Art. In Term 
one, students will focus on Line, Colour, Shape & Space. They will learn about Pop Art & take 
inspiration from Andy Warhol. Students will also explore and compare some Indigenous art. They will 
learn about positive and negative spaces in Art and use painting and Zentangles to demonstrate their 
understanding. To support learning at home, suggested activities include finding out about the 7 
elements of Art, Pop Art, positive and negative space in Art, and viewing Andy Warhol’s art! 

Ms. Walton & Ms Spilsbury (Art teachers) 
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AUSLAN 

Prep students will be introduced to Auslan, learning to sign and recognize some simple sentences, 
including greetings. They will learn words relating to family, colours and counting. At home, have your 
child share some of these signs that they have been learning in Auslan. Preps will enjoy signing along 
with some songs signed in Auslan such as ‘The Rainbow Fish’ and ‘Five Little Monkeys’. They will learn 
to follow regular classroom instructions in Auslan, such as ‘line up’, ‘sit in a circle’, ‘pack up’, ‘cut and 
paste’. They will sing and sign Happy Birthday to their classmates to celebrate relevant milestones. 
Have your child show you how to sign ‘Happy Birthday’. They will interact with their teacher and peers 
to communicate in Auslan while engaging in games and activities. 

Grade 1 students will learn to communicate who is in their family, in Auslan and to interpret the 
family members of their classmates. They will expand on their learning in prep by signing how they 
are feeling and asking their peers the same and interpreting their response. They will revise and 
extend their colour signs by singing and signing along to ‘The Rainbow Song’.  Grade 1’s will be 
introduced to fingerspelling the Auslan Alphabet and their names. Have your child practice this by 
fingerspelling their names and some of the letters of the alphabet to you. They will learn how to use 
constructed action (mime) in conjunction with known Auslan signs and fingerspelling to get their 
message across. They will learn how to respond to simple questions and learn to sign numbers through 
games like ‘Bingo’ and ‘Memory’. At home, ask your child to sign some of the numbers they have learnt. 

Grade 2 students will learn to describe their family members to their classmates. They will create a 
family tree using extended family signs. At home you could ask your child to sign their family tree. 
They will revise and extend their colour signs by watching and signing along to ‘The Rainbow Fish.’ 
They will introduce themselves to others, using revised fingerspelling of the Auslan Alphabet and 
translate the Auslan introduction of others into English. They will learn how to use constructed action 
(mime) in conjunction with known Auslan signs and fingerspelling to get their message across. They 
will interact with their teacher and peers to express their likes, dislikes and feelings using simple 
dialogue through collaborative tasks and games. Students will extend on their signing of numbers by 
playing ‘The Dice Game’ with a partner. Have your child explain how to play this game and have a try 
at home.  

Grade 5 students will focus on Deaf culture, what it would be like to be deaf and Deaf community 
identity. You might like to have a conversation with your child about this and what your child has 
learnt about being deaf and overcoming barriers they encounter in a hearing world. They will learn to 
sign ‘‘Advance Australia Fair’ in Auslan. At home, have your child share and practice what they have 
learnt, translating their signing into English. Students will create their own news recordings, signing 
to inform their peers about school events, such as special days, sporting events and public holidays, 
as well as explaining regular events such as ‘Wheel and Walk Wednesdays’ and ‘how the reward shop 
works’. They will revise and extend family and emotion signs by using simple dialogue through 
collaborative tasks and games. They will demonstrate their translation skills by creating a storyboard 
for a story signed to them in Auslan. Grade 5’s will also revise previously learnt number signs and 
consolidate this through games like ‘Race to 100’. 

Colleen Macleod / Rebecca Burgess (AUSLAN teachers) 
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PERFORMING ARTS 

Prep students will be focusing on Drama this term. Students will be learning to use their bodies 
through movement to convey ideas. They will learn to read people’s body language and act out 
emotions. They will be bringing story books to life by exploring the world of acting and role play. At 
home, students can pretend to be the characters of a story they have read with their family. 
Families can explore emotions by everyone making faces and then guessing what emotion each family 
member is making (eg: happy, sad, excited, tired). 

Grade 1 students will be focusing on Drama this term. They will use drama to retell stories from 
books. They will learn how to take on the role of another person, including inferring character’s 
feelings and using voice, facial expression and body language to convey these feelings to others. They 
will use puppets to retell stories they have created to perform for the grade. At home students can 
be role playing characters from their books or movies they have seen, using facial expressions and 
over exaggerated gestures to portray that character.  

Grade 2 Students will be using puppets to retell stories from a third person point of view. They will 
learn about staying in character and projecting the character and actions of their puppet. They will 
work on understanding the use of narrative structure in stories. They will discuss the messages 
conveyed in Indigenous Australian stories, and in traditional fairy tales. At home, students can make 
their own puppets out of paper, socks, pop-sticks, al-foil, or other craft supplies and make a puppet 
show for the family. Retell a well-known story or make up speaking parts for each of their 
characters.  

Grade 3 students will be using Drama to explore First Nations stories including ‘The Rainbow 
Serpent’. They will be looking at the writer’s intention for these stories and the significance of them. 
Students will also learn how to improvise and create their own stories following a narrative structure 
of a beginning, middle and end. Throughout this they will learn drama skills like stage presence, body 
language and facial expressions. If you would like to support their learning at home, you can play a 
drama game like charades. 

Grade 4 students will be focusing on the art of Drama. They will be learning different skills and 
techniques through comedy. They will be working in groups and pairs or solo and learning about using 
body language, voice projection and facial expressions to convey a story or message to the audience. 
Using all the techniques they have learnt, they will be creating, practising and performing stand-up 
comedy and skits. If you would like to support their learning at home, you can organise your own 
stand-up comedy show at home and share funny stories. 

Grade 5 students will be focusing on the art of Drama. They will be learning about the ‘score’ of 
movies and film which is the music throughout to create mood and emotion. Students will be choosing 
a book written by a First Nations author and creating their own ‘score’ for the book they select. They 
will use different instruments for these sound effects then create a performance with props and 
perform it to their buddy classes. If you would like to support their learning at home, get your 
children to try take more notice of the background music in the TV shows or movies that they watch 
so they are able to gain some inspiration. 
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Grade 6 students will be exploring the art of Music. Throughout Term 1, students will be forming 
their own bands, each student choosing an instrument and a song and learning to play this together in 
their band. They will be using an online program called Musical Futures which will guide them how to 
play the song together. If you would like to support their learning at home, stay tuned for a student 
log in, and if they have an instrument at home, they will be able to practice along with the video. 

 
Alycia Morgan and Rebecca Burgess (Performing Arts Teachers) 


